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1. INTRODUCTION 


The temple or the abode of the divine, is one of the most glorious 
institutions of India. As the true symbol of the cultural unity of India, it has 


engendered consensus in religion, much more than any other institution’. 


. The Temple and its evolution :— The realisation of a force beyond our 
comprehension, which governs and guides our action led to its veneration, 
conditioned by fear*. This tendency to venerate objects which are endowed 
with superhuman traits led to the evolution of a place to enshrine them named 
temple. The temple enjoyed a chequered growth, in accordance with local 
requirements, attaining different styles and patterns during their diffusion over 
vast areas’. At the onset, objects funerary or sepulchral in character were 
adored. Worship of objects placed beneath trees led to the roofless, hypaethral 
temples. The final stage in the evolution was represented by the spacious, 
roofed, and durable structures, enshrining the cult objects. Names attributed to 
temples like Devagriha, Devalaya, Devasthana Chaitya and Kshetra, represent 
it as a house of the almighty offering solace to the aggrieved people. Its Tamil 
equivalent - Koil or Aalayam conveys the same meaning‘. Tirumular 
compared it to the human body’. Realising the need for a holy place to 
channelise the grace of the Omnipotent, people began to erect temples, which 
became an integral part of every small place. Avvaiyar, the octogenarian 
poetess and Tirunavukkarasar, the gracious Saiva saint vehemently declared 


that places where temples do not exist, are unfit for habitation.° 


As time elapsed, the temple attained greater dimensions. It blossomed 
into a full-fledged social institution embracing the multi facets of life. The 
stellar role played by the temple has been succinctly summed up thus : “As 
land owner, employer and consumer of goods and services, as bank, school 
and museum, as hospital and as a nucleus which gathered round itself all that 


was best in the art of civilised existence and regulated them with the 
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humaneness born of the spirit of dharma, the India temple has few parallels in 


the annals of mankind.’ 


2: Development of Vaishnavism :- Vishnu, the god par-excellence of the 
Vaishnavas who hail him as the supreme protector, is one of the major deities 
in Hindu pantheon. A fusion of three currents - the first being associated with 
the Vedic god Vishnu, the second with Narayana of the Brahmanas and the 
Aranyakas and the third with Vasudeva-Krishna, a hero of the Vrishni clan, 
led to his emergence to a significant status in the Triad.° A synthesis of 
various petty cults and thought processes contributed to the evolution of a 
religious system known as Vaishnavism which was destined to play a 
significant role in the religious life of the people.” 

Various manifestations of Vishnu are lauded in the early Tamil 
literature, revolving round the Sangam age. Tolkappiam the earliest extant 
grammatical work regards him as Mayon, the presiding deity of the forest 
bound region. The name is indicative of his dark hue, a combination of blue 
and black colours. His female counterpart was Nappinnai. Some of his organs 
stand comparison with lotus flowers. He is multi-armed and carries as many 
as seven weapons. He assumed the three forms - standing, sitting and 
reclining. The fragrant thulasi garland adds to his charm. Garuda served both 
as his vehicle and khatvanga (flag).'° Temples dedicated to all the divinities 


existed even in the Sangam age. 


3 Tondaimandalam :- Tondaimandalam which formed the northern 
part of Tamilnadu was studded with temples housing different deities. 
Perumpanarrupadai, a work included in the Ten Idylls of the Sangam age, 
pays tribute to the recumbent Vishnu, reclining on the serpent couch, with 
Brahma sitting on a lotus whose stalk issued out of Vishnu’s navel"’. 
Silappadikaram furnished a lively account of the lord of Tiruvenkadam.'* The 


resurgence of the Bhakti cult evoked an inspiration in the minds of the rulers, 
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officials and nobles. One vied with the other in constructing temples. Temples 


dedicated to Vishnu arose in good numbers. 


4. Scope of the Thesis :- A comparative study of the Vaishnava temples 
of Tondaimandalam, using the inscriptions as a major source, forms the topic 
of the dissertation. As the exact boundaries of Tondaimandalam cannot be 
ascertained graphically, temples found in old North Arcot, Chengalpattu and 
Madras districts have been chosen for the study. About 780 inscriptions found 
in more than 100 temples have been taken into consideration for the research 
work, which is confined to the reigns of the Pallava, the Chola and Pandya 


rulers, from the seventh to the first half of the fourteenth century. 


A number of works dealing with the Vaishnava temples of Tondainad, 
eulogised by the Alvars, have been penned. Most of them harp on the 
religious and the literary aspects. A work entitled Vaishnava Divya-Desas. 
Vol I, indited by Miss. Ramesh under the auspices of the Tirumala Tirupathi 
Devasthanam catalogues the inscriptions and the information furnished by 
them. Several works have been written on the cave temples of Mamallapuram 
by foreign writers. Dr.T.V.Mahalingam’s work entitled “Kanchipuram in 
early south Indian history”, provides some information on the Vaishnava 
temples found at Kanchi. Dr.K.V.Raman’s master-piece entitled the 
Varadarajasvami temple of Kanchipuram furnishes a full-fledged survey of 
the temple, covering all its aspects. Dr.R.Nagaswamy has given a critical 
account of the temples of Mamallapuram and Uttiramerur, in his two 
monographs. Dr.S.Vasanthi’s work on the “Nithya Kalyanaperumal temple of 
Tiruvidandai” deserves commendation. A critical study of the temples of 
Tirumalisai has been undertaken. This dissertation endeavours to cull out 
facts found at even some of the remote and dilapidated temples of Tondainad. 
It strives to present the contributions made to the political, the social and the 


cultural aspects of life by these temples, in the specified period. 


4 


5. Sources :- The sources that provide the substance for writing this 


dissertation could be classified as primary and secondary. 


a. Primary sources - (1) Epigraphy :- Epigraphy constitutes the most 
copious and authentic source, for a study of the Vaishnava temples of 
Tondaimandalam. The inscriptions written on the walls-outer and inner, 
plinths and mandapa of the temples rank among the most reliable sources, as 
tampering with them without detection is little possible. Interpolations are 
conspicuous by their absence. The characters of the script enables the 
historian to fix the date. Their value is marred by occasional distortions and 
exaggerated accounts. Still their value as historical documents cannot be 
minimised. 

Most of the temple inscriptions are donative in character as they record 
gifts made in the form of lands, money, gold and cattle for the conduct of 
worship, offerings and festivals and for lighting lamps. Some of these 
inscriptions describe the boundaries of the lands donated to the temple and the 
place and the administrative divisions in which they were located. A 
comparative study of the inscriptions reveals the vicissitudes of fortunes that 
the village and the administrative divisions went through over the years. They 
introduce the members of the royal family, feudatories, officials and the 
various sections of society who contributed their mite to the temples. 
Particulars of construction of new temples, of additions and renovations made 
to the existing temples and of the installation of new deities and idols are 
provided meticulously by the inscriptions. 

The inscriptions of the Pallavas of the Simhavishnu line commenced 
with the words “Ko-Visaya : They reveal the regnal year of the monarch, 
whose titles indicated their conquests and characteristics. Nandivarman II 
introduced the words “Swastisri” at the beginning of his inscriptions. The 
characters of the script were bold, shapely and neat. The same tradition was 


employed by the early Cholas whose inscriptions were short and precise. 


fs) 


However the rulers came to be known by the titles of Rajakesari or 
Parakesari, to which was attached the conquests effected by them.’ Rajaraja I 
conceived the idea of prefixing a historical prologue recapturing his 
conquests, in an ornate and poetic style to his inscriptions. “Meykirtis” as they 
are named, present us with a list of the accomplishments in the chronological 
order, kept up date by additions from time to time. The tradition was 
assiduously carried out by his successors. Though castigated as poi-kirtis, 
(fallacious accounts) by some scholars on account of the presence of 
contradictions and exaggerated accounts their value is immense, as they 
provide priceless guidance to the internal chronology and general history of 
the region, besides presenting picturesque and reliable narrations of the 
events.“ 

The Pandyas adhered to the tradition fashioned by the Cholas. The 
rulers assumed the epithets of Maravarman and Jatavarman alternatively. But 
without mentioning the calendar year, their inscriptions depict only the regnal 
year, linked to astronomical data. This defect has rendered the identification 
of the rulers a knotty question on numerous occasions. 

Vandalism and ignorance, coupled with utter neglect, have obliterated 
worthy inscriptions from the temples. The ignorant piety of the renovators 
have in a long way contributed to the loss of these treasures. The remaining 
lot form the main source for writing the history of temples. Most of them 
copied under the auspices of the Central department of Archaeology, have 
been published in the form of annual reports (A.R.E). The full text of some of 
them have been published under the head “South Indian inscriptions”. The 
State department of Archaeology of Tamil Nadu has published some 
inscriptions in the form of books. Inscriptions discovered by some enthusiasts 


have found a place in journals published by various agencies. 


2. Monuments: Rock-cut caves, cave temples and structural temples which 
have remained almost unaltered provide useful information especially for a 


study of art and architecture and iconography. Some of the cave temples 


6 


found at Mamallapuram, the Vaikunthaperumal temple at Kanchipuram and 


the two temples of Uttiramerur belong to this category 


3. Literary Sources: Literary sources provide a data of a different nature 
especially in reconstructing the social and economic conditions prevalent in 
the area of study. They clothe the temple, the deity and the place in rich terms 
and eulogise its sanctity. Historians are skeptical about the historical value of 
the literary works, as they are tainted by a tendency to exaggerate the status of 
the subject. However their utility for compiling the social and cultural history 
cannot be minimised. The hymns composed by the twelve Alvars or the 
servitors of Vishnu are the main literary sources for a study of the Vaishnava 
temples. Only Poigai Alvar, Pei Alvar, Boothathalvar, Tirumalisai Alvar, 
Tirumangai Alvar and Nammalvar have dedicated hymns on some of the 
Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam. Besides testifying to the existence of 
these temples in the seventh century, they provide a description of the sacred 


centre and of the deity enshrined in them. 


b. Secondary Sources: Books of historical value, published by several 
erudite scholars after a studious perusal of the sources on individual temples 
and collective ones could be termed as secondary sources. Some scholars 
have published comparative accounts of some or all aspects of the temples 


concerned. 


6. Chapterisation 

The dissertation consists of eleven chapters. The introductory chapter 
provides a brief account of temples, Vaishnavism and Tondaimandalam. It 
enlists the existing works on the subject and the contribution of this 
dissertation. The sources for the study are reviewed. The second chapter 
entitled “Tondaimandalam in a historical setting”, furnishes information on 
the area and the boundaries of Tondaimandalam whose history is traced from 


the earliest times to the Pandyan period. 
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The third chapter entitled “Vaishnava temples of Pallava orign” 
describes the cave temples that arose in the Pallava Age, followed by an 
account of the structural temples based on the hymns of the Alvars and the 
earliest inscriptions. The fourth chapter named “Vaishnava temples of the 
Chola and the Pandya origin” studies the temples that are assigned to the 
Chola and the Pandya periods on the basis of the earliest inscriptions found in 


them. 


The fifth chapter entitled “Worship and festivals in temples” narrates 
the conduct of the daily and the periodic worship and the festivals and of the 
provisions made for the recitation of hymns and display of music in the 
temples. The sixth chapter entitled “Religious tolerance and harmony” proves 
the existence of amity among the sects based on inscriptional evidences. It 
enlists grants made to temples of different faiths. Epigraphs in Vaishnava 
temples describe grants made to Siva temples and so on. The seventh chapter 
entitled, “The Temple and its patrons” enlists the contributions made to 
temples in the form of land, gold, money, cattle, etc by various sectors. It also 
describes the administrative machinery of the temple. The eighth chapter 
entitled “The Government” describes the official machinery and the 
administrative divisions based on inscriptional evidence. 

The ninth chapter entitled “Local Government” provides details of the 
functioning of the sabhas and other groups including the judiciary. The tenth 
chapter entitled “Social and economic conditions” gives an account of the 
occupational groups and the role played by the mathas. It also provides the 
details of the system of taxation, the weights and measures that were in vogue 
and irrigation systems of the times. The concluding chapter provides a 
summary of the chapters. 

Some of the details which could not be incorporated in the main thesis 
has found a place in the Appendix: Photographs of some of the temples are 


furnished at the end. An elaborate bibliography is also provided. 
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10. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 


Castes consisting of hereditary occupational groups, with an active 
organisation for the regulation and protection of their interests, sharing a 
common background of social rights and obligations, making for mutual 
understanding and accommodation, formed the basis of the social network 
from the seventh century A.D. The society was bereft of ruthless class 


conflicts engendering a spirit of harmony. 


A. SOCIAL CLASSES 

I. The Brahmanas : 

i. Position : Though numerically only a minority, the brahmanas enjoyed a 
respectable and significant position is society from the days of the Pallavas. 
They were erudite scholars and past masters in Vedas, Sastras, Puranas and 
allied fields. They excelled in the performance of the homas and sacrifices 
like agnistoma, asvamedha and vajapeya and ceremonies like hiranyagarbha 
tulabhara, and gosahasra for which the kings utilised their services. ' They 
occupied exalted positions in the royal court as ministers and officials, in the 
temples as archakas and administrators, and in the sabhas and other 
committees in various capacities. Some of them were court poets and writers 
of distinction, who wrote the prasasthis of the grants. The brahmanas 
continued to enjoy a reputable position in the Chola and the Pandya rule. 
There was an influx of brahmanas from various parts of the country in 
seeking royal and public support. The ruling class provided them the much 


needed moral and economic support. 


ii. Brahmadeya : Brahmanas were settled in agraharas in new villages 
created by the rulers then and there, with all the facilities needed for a 
comfortable life. A majority of these brahmadeya villages enjoyed 
sarvamanya status and were exempted from the payment of a number of taxes 


and dues. Most of them were named after the kings who showered their 
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munificence. However the brahmanas enjoyed several privileges and 
immunities, but they were not accorded complete proprietary right over them. 
Brahmin settlements comprised of such brahmadeyas were named 
chaturvedimangalam, whose numbers increased by leaps and bounds.” Entire 
village granted to a brahmana was called ekabogha brahmadeyam. Brahmanas 
also lived in other villages in separate settlements named agrahara or agaram. 
In addition lands were granted as bhatta-vritti, bharata-vritti and bhashya- 


vritti to deserving brahmanas. 


iii. Gift of land : 

a. Bhatta-vritti and Bhashya-vritti : Lands gifted to brahmanas, well- 
versed in the Vedas was known as bhatta-vritti. An inscription from the 
Vaikunthaperumal temple at Uttiramerur, assigned to the tenth century A.D., 
prescribes elaborate qualification for receiving this gift. Persons who had 
mastered one of the Vedas, the Vyakaranas, the Mimamsa and the two 
Darsanas; or in one Veda and the Nritya Bhashya or in one Veda, the 
Vyakarana and the Nyaya bhashya along with the Varttika and Vaiseshika 
and the Tika (the commentary), who did not own any share in the village were 
eligible to receive the grant. The selected students were required to stay in a 
matha for three years to expound their subjects. The same conditions would 
be applied for selecting the apurvis in future. A lady named Uttaramerunangai 
gifted land declared tax-free by the sabha as bhatta-vritti.’ A brahmana, well 
versed in one Veda, in addition to the Samaveda, in the grammar of Panini, in 
the Mimansa etc. was gifted land as bhatta-vritti by the mahasabha of Aniyur. 
He was enjoined to teach these subjects to four pupils and to feed them 
everyday.’ An inscription of Rajaraja III from Poygai refers to land gifted as 
bhatta-vritti. “”” Land gifted for expounding Bhashyas was named Bhashya- 
vritti. Land was gifted for expounding the Ramanuja bhashya at the 


Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi in the reign of Konerinmaikondan.”” 
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b. Land as bharata-vritti : The brahmanas expounded the Itihasas and 
Puranas to the common man at night in the mandapas of temples.’ Lands 
granted to them for this purpose was called bharata vritti. The wife of a 
member of the alunganam of Madurantaka chaturvedimangalam gifted land as 


bharata vritti in the reign of Udaiyar Rajamahendradeva in A.D. 1062.° 


c. Land as brahmadeya : Kadavadi Araiyar and another brahmana 
received land as brahmadeya in the reign of Nripatungavarman.’ Atkonda 
Chediraya gifted land to 32 brahmanas who lived in Hastinivarana 


chaturvedimangalam.® 


d. Gift of land for forming an agrahara of bhattars : Land in 
Purushamangalam and in other hamlets were granted for founding an agrahara 
of bhattars to the south of the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi. An 
inscription from the Arulalaperumal temple refers to land gifted for agrahara. 


(agara-parru) ° 


e. Vedic scholars : A merchant named Vanakkan Ponnali-Nambi 
endowed as danappuram (land allocated for maintaining a charity) 2000 kuli 
of land for feeding a specified number of brahmanas, well versed in the Vedas 
everyday.” 200 kalanju of gold was entrusted to the sabha for feeding 12 
brahmanas who had mastered the Vedas, in the Vishnu temple of Ukkal. The 
interest received from the amount was utilised to pay the cooks and the 
persons who supplied firewood to the temple.'' Land was gifted for students 


studying the Vedas at Tiruninravur. '” 


f. Gift of land to brahmanas for reciting Tirumoli : Periaperumal alias 
Perumaldasan gifted 1734 veli of land in Periananjeri to 58 brahmanas for 
reciting the Vaishnav hymn Tirumoli at the Arulalaperumal temple, 


Kanchipuram in the reign of Rajaraja III.” 
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iv. Feeding brahmanas : Grants were made by donors hailing from different 


strata of society for feeding brahmanas in temples, mutts and public places. 


a. General : The sabha a Ukkal undertook to feed two brahmanas 
everyday, making use of the annual interest of 100 kadi of paddy from the gift 
made by Sadaiyan in the reign of Kampavarman.™ In the reign of Rajaraja I, 
the residents of Taiyur undertook to pay interest in paddy on the gift amount 
of 45 kalanju of gold, deposited with them by two merchants for feeding 65 
brahmanas on two occasions at the temple of Tiruvidandai.’? A merchant 
named Trivikraman and a resident of Kaduvaykkudi named Uttamadani 
endowed 85 kalanju of gold for feeding 11 brahmanas at the Vishnu temple of 
Tirumalpuram in the reign of a Parakesarivarman.'® A kilan named Arattinai 
puttan gifted land for feeding 20 brahmanas at the temple of Gurukhettiram, 


in Uttiramerur in the reign of a Rajakesarivarman.'” 


b. Feeding srivaishnavas attending festivals : Land was gifted for 
feeding vaishnavas attending the tirumanjanam ceremonies during the 
Uttarayana and Dakshinayana festivals at Somangalam in the reign of 


Kulothunga I." 


Land was gifted for feeding the srivaishnavas who attended 
the festivals celebrated at the Vaikunthaperumal temple at Kanchi on two 


occasions, in the same reign.” 


c. Feeding brahmanas attending festivals : The sabha of Uttiramerur 
assured king Kampavarman that it would feed the brahmanas on the svati day 
in the month of Avani with four varieties of curries, one alakku of ghee and 
one nali of curd, utilising the interest earned by the gift of 40 kalanju of gold 
and 1000 kadi of paddy.”° An inscription of the 19th year of Rajaraja I from 
the Varahaperumal temple at Tiruvidandai furnishes a graphic account of the 
items provided during the annadanam and the amount and the quantity of 


products involved. A merchant of Kadarparpalli handed over 16 kalanjus of 
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gold to the residents of Paduvur for feeding 12 brahmanas in the temple of 
Varahadeva for 30 days in the month of Kumbha. The residents consented to 


supply 25 kalams of paddy regularly for meeting the expenses”. 


d. Feeding itinerant brahmanas : The group of brahmanas who were in 
the habit of traversing a number of places by moving from one to another 
regularly to honour their religious and cultural commitments were known as 
apurvi or itinerant brahmanas. Kamakkani Tattabhattan entrusted a gift of 
12% kalanju of gold to the sabha for feeding itinerants at the temple of 
Kunnattur.** A native of Vamanamangai gifted paddy for feeding 12 itinerant 
brahmanas at the temple of Tiruvidandai in the reign of Kulothunga I.” 
Nagamisai Devapperumal, the recipient of several taxes due on the temple 
lands, was enjoined to feed five itinerant brahmana pilgrims at the temple of 


Pallikonda, with offered rice in the reign of Jatavarman Vira Pandya II. ~* 


e. Share of enjoyment : The brahmanas had a major share of enjoyment 
of the charities made by the devotees to the temple of Varahaperumal at 
Tiruvidandai during the Avani festival.” 

II. The Kshatriyas : The term kshatriyas was applied to the ruling class, 
comprising of the kings, the feudatories, the generals and the soldiers, who 
were committed to rule and to fight wars. Rajaraja I who assumed the 
sobriquet Kshatriya sikhamani, named villages as Kshatriya sikhamanipuram, 
Kshatriya sikhamaninallur and Kshatriya-sikhamani chaturvedimangalam. 
However the division of kshatriyas, governed by the regulations of 


: 9G 
varnasrama dharma did not exist. 


Il. The Vellalas : The vellalas who performed agriculture were classified as 
Perunkudigal and Iraikudigal. The former were rich landlords who utilised the 
services of landless labourers for agricultural operations. The latter tilled their 


lands themselves. The vellalas who held the plough as their symbol, formed 
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an organisation named ‘Chitrameli nattar’. The area inhabited by them was 
named Vinnagar.”’ They were accorded sizeable privileges by the rulers. The 
vellalas didnot lag behind in offering grants to temples. A vellala of 
Perunagar gifted 92 sheep for lighting a lamp in the temple of Vellaimurtti 
Emberuman at Uttiramerur, in the reign of Rajaraja I, while a vellala resident 
of Kulakkudi provided for a lamp at the Vishnu temple of Govindapadi.” A 
desavellala named Jnanamperran gifted 32 cows and a bull for supplying ghee 
for a perpetual lamp at the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi in the reign of 
Vijaya Gandagopala.~ Velan Kayilayattan, a vellala of Tiruppadagam wrote 


the document relating to a gift to the temple.”° 


B. PROFESSIONALS : 

i. The Merchants : 

a. Status : - The vanigas or the trading community played a significant role in 
the social and economic net work. Trade, both inland and overseas flourished, 
as a result of which the traders amassed wealth and settled down at 
Kanchipuram and other towns. They bound themselves together in potent 


guilds and corporations, to wield sufficient influence in the country. 


The Nanadesa-Tisaiyayirattu Ainnurruvar were a celebrated and 
influential autonomous corporation of merchants who visited many countries 
and traded in a host of articles. They flourished in all places, unmindful of the 
vicissitudes of war and peace. They maintained an army to protect their 
merchandise. An inscription from the Virrirundaperumal temple at Kattur 
ascribed to the 11th century A.D., furnishes details about the nana-desis who 
claimed descent from Vasudeva, Kandali and Virabhadra. They proclaimed 
themselves as the protectors of the Vira Valanjika religion, who were 
glorified in 500 Virasasanas. They hailed from different quarters. The guild 
met at Mayilarpu (Mylapore) and resolved to convert Kattur into a 
Virapattina. Its inhabitants were exempted from all communal contributions 


and were entitled to get twice the quantity of their entitlements. They resolved 
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to excommunicate the members who harassed the people with drawn swords 
and who deprived them of their food. The same guild made a gift to the 


temple of Tirumer koil at Vinnamangalam in the 7th year of Rajendra II.” 


A merchant community named Videlvidugu Kudiraichcheriyar were 
allowed to pitch shops and to trade in all articles from karuppuram (camphor) 
to cheruppu (sandals) by a royal grant issued by Nandivarman III in his 18th 
year, which also invested the traders with all the immunities.” A colony of 
merchants from the Telugu land (Vadugavaniyach cheri) was formed near 
Ninravur and was named after the president of the assembly of Vahur (Vahur 
Tiruvadi). The assembly fixed the rate of assessment payable by them.” 
Gandagopala fixed the amount of taxes payable by the oil-merchants of 
Mummudicholapperunderuvu in Kanchipuram. He also ordered the collection 
of levy on merchants residing in some of the streets of the same place.** Toll 
was levied on merchandise transported from one place to another. The 
incoming and outgoing bags of grain in certain villages, gifted by 
Gandagopala to the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi were impressed with 
Gandagopala seal for the purpose of tolls. ©” 

b. Gift to temples : The merchants showered grants of land, cattle and money 
to the Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam. Iravai Irayiran of Nellur and 
Kavalchcherikkandan Iyekkan of Malai mandalam made gifts for lamps at the 
Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchipuram.* Merchants from Mayilarppil 
provided for lamps at the temples of Uttiramerur, Ulagalandaperumal 


(Kanchi) and Tirunirmalai respectively.”° 


Merchants from Tiruvorriyur, 
Kadarparpalli and Kodungolur gifted gold for feeding brahmanas at the 
temple of Tiruvidandai in the reign of Rajaraja I.*’ Similar gifts were initiated 
by Tiruvikraman of Ulakkuni and Vanakkan Ponnali Nambi of Merpadi at the 
temples of Tirumalpuram and Pallikonda.”*’ Tottankilanthan Soman of Kanchi 
and a merchant of Karayappalli granted land and money for offerings to the 


temples of Kanchipuram.”” 
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Adi Iraman Keralan of Malai mandalam gifted the village of Puttur to 
the Vishnu temple of Poygai in the reign of Rajaraja III.“ Merchants of 
Kanchipuram sold one tuni of land as tax-free devadana for 127 kalanju of 
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gold to the temple of Tiruvekka.”. Padambakka nayakan of Chelaiyil 


1. Merchants were also associated 


purchased land from the sabha of Ukka 
with new temples. An oil monger from Puvirundavalli gifted a lamp to the 
temple of Tirunirmalai in the reign of Kulothunga HI while another merchant 
from Pammal provided for services and festivals at the temple of 


Pammanakka Nayanar in the reign of Sundara Pandya.” 


ii. Manradi : The descendants of Ayar, the original habitants of Mullainadu 
were known as manradigal in Chola period. Normally they were the care- 
takers of the sheep, cattle and cows, gifted to the temples. They were enjoined 
to supply milk, curd and butter for offerings and ghee for lighting lamps in 
temples. They lived in separate settlements and formed their own 
organisations for their welfare. Taxes like idai, irai and idaipattam were levied 
on them. The kings granted various concessions to the manradis. Elukilaisinga 
manradi, Vilakkan of Tiruvidandai and Villupadarayan manradi_ of 
Tirunavalur gifted sheep for lamps and money for garlands at the temples of 
Manimangalam, Tiruvidandai and Kanchi.“ The cows and calves belonging 
to the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi were allowed to graze on certain 


specified lands without paying any charges.*** 


iii. Weavers : The weavers played a notable role in the economy. They were 
accorded separate settlements and tax was collected on their looms. 
Perumanadi Chetti of the weaver community, hailing from Mayilappur 
granted 32 cows and a lamp-stand to the Arulalaperumal temple at 
Kanchipuram in the reign of Rajaraja III. A weaver from Kanchi reclaimed 
lands belonging to the Ulagalandaperumal temple, dug a small irrigation tank 


for 200 kasus and offered the produce to the temple.”° 
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iv. Saliyar : Weavers who applied colour dye to cotton and silk clothes were 
known as saliyars. They had their own organisation and lived in separate 
places. A number of saliyars had their residences in big streets (peruntheruvu) 
named after Ravikulamanikkam, Rajaraja, Kuraivaniya, Arulmolideva and 


Nigarilichola, in Kanchipuram. Tax was levied on the looms used by them. *” 


v. Uvachars : The Uvachars wielded the udukkai (damaru) and silambu 
(anklets) and performed worship and allied ceremonies in temples of village 
deities. The uvachars of Isvarabhattarar temple at Uttriramerur, were 


5 a faa ike hat 48 
involved in various activities and were the recipients of privileges. 


vi. Fishermen : The fishermen, known as minavans, lived in separate 
quarters mostly near the coast or the river banks. An inscription from 
Tiruvidandai states that twelve fishermen families were dedicated for the 
celebration of Rajarajadevar tirunal lasting for seven days. They were 
required to render physical assistance and to pay a tax of %4 kalanju per 


head.” 


C. INSTITUTIONS : 

1. The Mathas : 

a. Position : The matha as an institution that endeavoured to propagate 
religious ideals, was one of the great gift of medieval Hinduism. Along with 
the temple it played a prominent and complimentary role in fostering the 
religious and cultural life of the people.” Initially they arose in a few 
important centres, only to spread all over the region, so that every temple 
could boast of mutts situated nearby. Under the Cholas they entered on a 
process of gradual expansion and adaptation, which lured the imagination of 
the populace and the benefaction of the rich”’. It served as a feeding house for 


the devotees and as an educational centre fostering a study of sacred lore. 


213 


b. Feeding House : An elephant mahout of Parthivendravarman endowed 
2000 kuli of land for feeding a brahmana with a sumptuous meal in a matha 
attached to the temple of Tirumalpuram.** Madurantakan Achchapidaran 
gifted 30 suvarnas for feeding a brahmana in a mutt at Govindapadi. A native 
of Tirumangalam gifted paddy for feeding 50 brahmanas at the Kalichchingan 
madam erected by the residents of Tiruvidandai.” An inscription from the 
Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi states that land was gifted in the name of 
Lakshmi Devi, one of the queens of Alluntikka Maharaja Gandagopala for 


various services including serving food in a matha.™* 


The assembly of Uttiramerur gifted tax free land for feeding sri- 
vaishnavas in a mutt named after Kundavai, the aunt of Rajaraja I. A mutt 
named Arulaladasan, located on the south side of the Rajanarayanan tiruvidi 
was allotted a house site and 30 padagams of land for feeding the sri- 
vaishnavas with ten kalams of paddy.” Ilaialvan Kalingarayan gifted the taxes 
of the village of Sirukoli and Perunkoli for feeding certain jiyars at the matha 


of the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi, in the reign of Konerinmaikondan.”° 


c. Madappuram and Bhatta-vritti : Land gifted to a matha for conducting 
its activities is known as Madappuram. An inscription of Rajaraja II from 
Poygai refers to one such grant; The urar of Sivanseri sold land as 
madappuram.”” Nilagangaraiyan gifted two gardens of 1500 kuli to Mudal 
pillai as iraiyili madappuram; Nilagangan Perumal Dadar gifted two gardens 
as madappuram.”° The recipients of bhatta vritti were required to stay in a 
mutt constructed by a woman named Uttaramerunangai, for three years and 


expound their respective subjects.” 


d. Other purposes : In the reign of Nripatungavarman, the sabha of 
Kavidippakkam received gold from a donor for supplying one ulakku of oil 
daily to the sattapperumakkal (a group of scholars) of a matha.°° Land was 


donated for supplying water to a matha and washing it with cow dung and 
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°! The servants of a matha attached to the Vishnu temple of 


linen. 
Tirumalpuram were entrusted with the endowment of land for midday 


services at the temple of Sri Govindapadi.™ 


2. Education : 

a. State of education : The ancient ideal of education was “to each 
according to his capacity”, capacity being measured by the teacher in 
accordance with the pupil’s aptitudes, his birth and status in life. Technical 
education was carried on in the homes of the artisans under conditions 
governed by social custom.®? Elementary education was provided by the 
village school which functioned under the shades of trees, common mandapas 
and mathas. Education was needed for maintenance of office records, 
documents, account books and for writing inscriptions. The corrupt and 
colloquial forms of words and phrases, that formed a part and parcel of 
inscriptions, prove that they were etched not by men of letters but by people 
who had an ordinary level of education. Popular education constituted of 
recitation of epics and puranic works with an accent on morality. Institutions 
attached to temples and mathas provided higher education involving studies in 
Vedas and allied philosophical works and grammar in a systematic manner 
under the aegis of erudite scholars and were munificently backed by the 


official machinery. 


b. Educational institutions : Numerous educational institutions, dispersed is 
different parts of the Pallava empire received the bounty of the rulers and the 
elite class and attracted scholars from far and near as centres of Sanskrit 
learning. The ghatika at Kanchipuram was instrumental in making the city a 
veritable seat of culture. It was a centre of higher learning, dedicated mostly 
to the study of sacred lore. It was revitalised by Skandasisya, the Pallava 
ruler of the Prakrit charters and was reorganised by Rajasimha. It also wielded 
considerable political status. Its members were among the potentates who 


offered the throne to Hiranyavarman. They were partially responsible for the 
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election of Nandivarman II to the Pallava throne. The ghatikachala found at 
the Sholingur hill was probably a centre of learning patronised by the 


Vaishnava seers. 


c. Gift of Land :- Schools imparting studies at a higher level in the Vedas, 
Mimamsas Nyaya-bashya, Darsana and Upanishads existed in Uttiramerur. 
Lands gifted for their maintenance was named kidaippuram. Land gifted for 
teaching Taittriyas was known as Taittriya kidaippuram. Exposition of 
Sanskrit grammar, called Vyakharana was conducted at a Vyakharana 
mandapa. Rajendra I evinced a been interest in founding such centres of 
education.“ Bhandrankadu Vasudevabhatta Somasiyar and others gifted land 
as Vyakhya-vritti for the maintenance of pundits who delivered discourses on 
Vyakarana Sastras at Uttiramerur in the reign of Parthivendravarman. In the 
reign of Rajendra I, the sabha of Uttiramerur gifted 240 kuli of land to a 
Taittiriya school and 720 kuli of land for the daily reading in the Bhavishya 


school (Baviliyakkidaippuram) that functioned at Uttiramerur.® 


d. Vedic College :- An inscription of the sixth year of Virarajendra (A.D. 
1069) from the Venkatesaperumal temple, Tirumukkudal furnishes details of 
the functioning of the Vedic school in the village. A teacher of Rig-Veda 
received an annual remuneration of 60 kalam of paddy and four kasu. A 
teacher of Yajur veda received an identical pay. A bhatta who expounded 
Vyakarana and Rupavatara received 120 kalam of paddy and ten kasus. 60 
persons consisting of 10 brahmanas who studied the Rig veda, ten brahmanas 
who studied the Yajur veda, 20 brahmanas and students who studied the 
Vyakarana and the Rupavatara, 10 Maha-pancharatras, three Sivabrahmanas, 
five Vaikhanasas and two of another class were fed in a hostel attached to the 
school. The feeding expenses inclusive of the cost of mats and oil for lamps 
and for bathing on 51 Saturdays of the year, the wages of cooks and maid 
servants who served the students and the teachers worked out to 1642 kalam 


and 6 kuruni of paddy and 37 kasu.® Mahapancharatra had five samhitas- 
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Paramesvara, Sattavata, Vishvaksena, Khagesvara and Sri Pushkara. Along 
with Veda, bhakti and yajna it was believed to be a means of realising god.” 


Agamas and tantras like Pancharatra, Saiva and Vaikhanasa were also taught. 


e. The mathas : The role of the mathas in the propagation of religious 
studies cannot be written off. They accommodated the scholars and the 
itinerant seers who endeavoured to preach the tenets of Saivism and 


Vaishnavism. 


3. Medicine 

a. Level of development : The science of medicine was already in a 
developed state in the seventh century A.D. It was evolved from both the 
philosophical and biological angles and comprised preventive and curative 
medicine and surgery. Products drawn from medicinal plants were the main 
ingredients of medicine. Land gifted for the maintenance of a physician was 


named vaidyavritti. Hospitals were known as atular salai. °”* 


b. Hospital at Tirumukkudal : The existence of a hospital at Tirumukkudal, 
referred to as Virasolan atular-salai in honour of Virarajendra whose surname 
was Virasolan is vouchsafed by an inscription from the Venkatesaperumal 
temple.** The hospital catered to the teachers and the students of the hostel 
attached to the Vedic school and the servants of the temple, when they were 
afflicted by ailments. The hospital which had 15 beds was controlled by a 
physician named Kodandarama Asvattama bhattan, who received a land 
grant, besides an annual remuneration of 90 kalam of paddy and 8 kasu. He 
prescribed medicines to the in-patients. Besides a surgeon (selliyaik-kiriyaip- 
pannuvan), drawing a salary of 30 kalams of paddy, served the hospital. He 
was assisted by two persons who fetched medicinal herbs and received 60 
kalams of paddy and two kasu as remuneration. They supplied fire wood and 


prepared the medicines. Two nurses drawing 30 kalams of paddy and one 
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kasu per annum attended to the patients. A barber, receiving 15 kalams of 


paddy was attached to the hospital, probably to attend to minor surgical cases. 


Provision was also made for catering to the dietary expenses of the 
patients. A waterman with an annual pay of 15 kalams of paddy served the 
hospital. 24% kasu per annum was allotted for lighting a lamp throughout the 
night in the ward. 40 kasu was allotted for stocking medicine. No less than 20 


(6) mentioned in the renowned medical treatises like Charaka- 


medicines 
Susruta samhita and Ashtangahridaya and lasting for one year were stocked. 
) A perusal of the list of medicines enables the student of medicine to 
evolve an idea of the ailments that were prevalent at that age.‘ The 
mahasabha of Madurantaka chaturvedimangalam was entrusted with the 
supervision and administration of the grant. The ruler even created a 
dispensary for cattle. °” 

c. Toxicology : The science of toxicology and treatment for poison were well 
known. A physician who removed snake’s poison was granted lands as 
vishaharabhoga for his maintenance, in the reign of Parthivendravarman.”’” 
D. Taxation : 

1. Basis :-Taxation in the Pallava and Chola period was partly based on 
customs and partly on the consent, express or tacit of the involved parties. 
Land being the bed rock of the economy, tax collected in cash and kind by a 
judicious mixture of consent and coercion, was the chief source of revenue. 
Different type of professional taxes, customs and tolls and taxes collected for 
various services enhanced the income of the state. The names of a large 
number of taxes occur in the inscriptions. However the terms used are obscure 
and difficult to interpret, as many of them have become obsolete.” Though 
their name is legion, most of them were not general but occasional and 
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restricted in their incidence. 
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2. Pallavas : The various copper-plates furnish information about numerous 
taxes that were charged in the Pallava period. Only one inscription of 
Kampavarman from Uttiramerur mentions three taxes — manaippon, alapirai 
and chorumodu.” Manaippon was probably tax charged on houses and plots 
payable in gold, as against manapanam collected in cash. The name Alapirai 
is obscure. Chorumodu indicates the duty of the land holder to maintain the 
officers who collected dues from their fields and to feed them at night which 


was probably mandatory.” 


3. The Cholas : The number of taxes increased manifold in the Chola age, a 
fact borne out by epigraphical evidences. The general terms indicative of the 
taxes are vari, irai and ayam.” They refer to the revenue collected by the 
government by way of taxes and tolls. The name ur-irai occurs in an 
inscription of Rajaraja I from Tirumukkudal.”” Minor dues were grouped 
under the name of chillirai”® also known as chilvari and chittayam. General 
tax payable to the government in kind was known as kadamai. Tenancy taxes 
and dues which probably indicated all taxes payable to the state for the 
protection it gave to the subjects was named kudimai.” The name kadamai is 
also interpreted as a tax charged for land survey and on the produce from that 


land.®° Tax collected from the different communities was called inavari.*" 


4. Kinds of Tax : 

a. Land tax : Certain taxes associated with the land and its produce find a 
place in the Chola inscriptions. Panchavara variam collected one fifth of the 
produce of tax. The amount recovered by it, in the form of coins was known 
as Siddhayam-panchavaram.” Panchavaram also denoted tax collected for 


utilisation during the times of famine.” 


The terms nellayam and anel 
indicated taxes collected in the form of paddy, while kasayam or 
kasukkadamai was the tax collected as coins.** Tax collected in advance as 
interest was named varakakanam”’. Certain taxes were collected according to 


the amount of produce and the size of the land. Kulivari was collected from 
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every kuli of land. Tax levied at the rate of one pon for every patti of land was 
termed pattikkadi.°° Taxes were collected in instalments, periodically. Tingat 
choru or Tingatkasu was a tax collected everymonth. Taxes collected in the 
month of Karthigai, probably after harvest, in the form of paddy, coins or 
pulses and fresh grains were known respectively as Karthigai arisi, Karthigai 
kasu and Karthigai pachchai.*’ Charges paid for husking paddy into rice in the 
temple and other places was named kurrarisi.”’ Taxes paid in three handfuls of 
stalks of harvested paddy were named arimukhai. Tax paid in the form of 
handful of rice, as of gleaners was termed tarappadi arisi.°’ A tax named 
erkkadi was collected on the plough used in agriculture. Tax charged on sheep 
was named attukkirai. Tax paid probably in the form of gold for owning 


buffaloes was termed erumaippon.”’ 


b. Irrigation : Taxes were collected for providing irrigation facilities. 
Erikkadi was an irrigation cess or tank duty of one kadi of paddy levied on all 
fields.°' A water-cess named nirvilai or nirvari was collected.” Nirnilaikkasu 
was a levy collected for the maintenance of tanks. Tax collected in cash on the 
amount collected by sale of fish, bred seasonally in tanks was known as 
eriminkasu. Another tax named chennirmanji was recovered from the 
residents for the upkeep, including periodical cleaning of the canal that 


supplied drinking water.” 


c. Professions : Taxes were paid by professionals for practicing their 
vocation. The weavers paid tarippon in gold and tari irai in the form of cash 
according to the rates fixed by the officials, on each loom. Another tax 
charged on the looms was achchutari. Taxes collected from looms which the 
saliyas who used to dye the clothes owned or used was termed saligait tari. 
The government epigraphist opines that the looms used by washerman was 
tusagat-tari and those used by men of lower class was parai tari.’ Another 
opinion is expressed that the tusagat-tari was collected from looms that 


prepared tent materials.” A tax named paraikkanam was charged on the 
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washing stones utilised by washerman. The oilpressers had to pay chekku 
kadamai while the goldsmiths were charged tattar pattam.”° A tax kadaiy vari 
was collected from shops. Kadaiy vari could also mean the lowest rate of tax 


or the final payment of tax.”” 


d. Government : The government and the local assembly collected different 
taxes for running the administration. The external taxes payable to the state 
was Called ullur purakalanai or kadamai. The amount collected by the local 
sabha for carrying out the public works was named nattuvari or 
nattuviniyogam. Taxes collected by the local body were classified under 
antarayam or ulvari.”’ The supervisors of land and its produce were paid with 
the help of a levy named taniyal or taniyatperu collected from the people.” 
The amount collected for feeding them at night was called echchorru or 
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chorumadu.~ Another view has been expressed that chorumadu was a 


contingency tax which could be increased, decreased or discontinued 
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depending upon the needs of the time. Amount collected in paddy for 


paying the persons who husked paddy at night was named echchorru 


102 
ie 


kurrune Taxes collected in cash for marking the boundaries of land and 


the subdivisions and for settling disputes relating to land was named vakainda 


‘3 Kankanima nellu was a tax paid to the supervisors in paddy.'”* Tax 


kasu. 
paid in kind to the supervisors, overseers or the village police was named 
kankani. Kanakku vari was collected to pay the accountant who kept the 
records. Tax collected to pay the messengers who delivered the royal orders at 


the village was called pattolai kasu’”’. 


e. Watch and ward : Each village maintained its watch and ward staff, who 
in return for certain payments, held itself responsible for the security of 
property in the village to the extent of either recovering the lost property or 
making it good. A special cess ear-marked for this purpose was padikkaval.'”° 
It was also classified as perumpadikkaval and siruppadikkaval. A customary 
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due collected by the village pidagais was called ulavirai..’’ One manjadi was 
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collected as a tax named valakkanam on the extent in length of the house 


+, , 108 
site. 


f. Forced Labour and other taxes : It was customary to exact forced labour 
from some subjects for which no remuneration was paid. Taxes levied to 
provide food for them was collected in the form of paddy. Such coercive 
labour was referred by the terms vetti and amanji. Taxes to feed such free 
labourers, employed to keep the channel leading to the land in a good state, 
was termed arrukkal amanji. Provision of dress to such labourers was termed 
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vettipudavai. ~~ Other labourers employed in the execution of public works 


110 


were paid remuneration known as vedinai.”~ Amount collectable as taxes on 


landed property were on occasions commuted and received in advance. Such 
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taxes were named irai draviam. ~~ Similar taxes received in the form of gold 


were known as irai vilutugai. A tax named uppukkasu was collected on the 
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salt-pans. “ A tax known as asuvakakadamai was collected from the members 


of the Ajvika sect.’ 


g. Fines : Fines or penalties imposed by the officials formed a sizeable 
source of income. They were known as dandankurram.''* Fines imposed by 
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The names of some more taxes 


the court of justice was called manrupadu. 
are found in the Chola inscriptions, but their nature cannot be ascertained. 
They are padaganellu, pidagai vari, amachchi uvagai, talaiyarai, errpon, 
eduthukodi, vel payaru, kalakatha pattom, mudar tiramam, mulladi chinnam, 
alapirai and aripadaikkaval.'"® 

E. Weights, measures and coins 

1. Nature : The inscriptions found in the Vaishnava temples of Tondainad are 
mainly concerned with gifts of land, cattle and gold. A perusal of them gives 
an insight into the weights and measures and the coinage prevalent at that 


period. They testify to the existence of a variety of systems of weighing and 


assaying in different areas. The central government endeavoured at 
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standardisation in land measures and in currency but with limited success 
especially in the later Chola period. Better success seemed to have crowned 


their efforts to standardise liquid and grain measures.''” 


2. Land measures : Land measures like veli, kuli, padagam, patti, kol and 
tadi find a place in the inscriptions of Tondaimandalam. Probably veli 
originated from the fence fixed round the cultivable land. It consisted of 2000 
kuli in Chola times. Kuli is a unit of square varying from 144 sq.feet to 576 
sq.feet in the Pallava times.''® In later Chola times it equalled 644 sq.feet.''° 
Padagam denoted the general name of the village like paru, parru and padu 
and was probably used in the sense of a cultivable land. The inscriptions of 
Kampavarman indicated that it equalled 240 kuli of land. Patti was also a 
vague term which meant a piece of land sufficient for a sheep fold. It was 
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probably a synonym for padagam. ~~ Tadi was a prominent land measure in 
the Pallava age and was equal to 1 kuruni or 40 nali. In the Chola period three 
kadis equalled one kalam.’*' An inscription of Parthivendravarman (A.D. 965) 


mentions the name of tadi.'?* 


References to padagams of land are found in 
inscriptions of Nandivarman II and Kampavarman from Uttiramerur.'”? An 
inscription of Nandivarman II from the same temple mentions a part of land 
named Malliyan karanai which was 4 pattis is extent. A plot of land 6 pattis in 
extent and named Akkalanimmadi-porripadi finds place in an inscription of 
Nandivarman III from the Kesavaperumal temple, Kuram.'”4 Lands 240 kuli, 
960 kuli in four plots and 1200 kuli finds mention in four inscriptions of 


Kampavarman from Uttiramerur. A similar inscription refers to 4% kol of land 


situated around the bunds of a tank named Karkaikuttan.'”° 


3. Measuring-rod : Measuring rods of varying lengths and bearing in most 
cases the name of the kings are mentioned in a number of inscriptions. An 
inscription of Nripatungavarman from the Kesavaperumal temple, Kuram 
states that lands in and around a stone tank 27000 kuli in extent and 27 house 


sites was measured by a rod of 12 spans named panniru sol kol.'*° A standard 
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measuring rod, 16 feet long and named Narayanan was created by the mudali 
Udaiyar Manalakkudaiyar Kongaraiyar Devar.'”” Names of measuring rods - 
Sripadukkol'*®, Kudigaikkalattukkol'*? and Nadu-alukkum-kol finds a place 
in four inscriptions.” Two measuring rods, cut in stone and named 
Rajavibhbadan-kol and Gandaragandan kol find a place in an inscription from 
the Vijayaraghavaperumal temple Tiruppukkuli’**. An inscription found at the 
Vaikunthaperumal temple, Nemali states that the length of a measuring rod 
named Karuvalavandan-kol of [lattur-nadu was measured by two marks on 
the wall, the space between which measures about 18 spans.’ Land 
measured by Manabharan Tadi, named after a feudatory was gifted to the 
temple of Sattan at Urrukkadu. “°?* 

4. Grain and liquid measures : Inscriptions reveal different measures which 
had different names and which denoted differents standards. Paddy and rice 
were measured by the nali, marakkal, kuruni, padakku, kadi and kalam in the 
Pallava, Chola and Pandya age. In the Chola period, a measure named tuni 
was prevalent. Further measures bearing the names of the king and his kith 
and kin were in vogue. Adavallan and its equivalent Rajakesari were adopted 
as the standard in the accounts of Tanjore city and perhaps of the empire 


during the rule of Rajaraja I‘? 


. An inscription of Kampavarman from 
Uttiramerur states that 1000 kadi of paddy were measured by the grain 
measure ennalikkal.'** The grain measure of ennalikkal finds a place in the 
inscriptions of Uttiramerur and Tiruvidandai.'”° Inscriptions from Uttiramerur 
refer to 28 kadi of paddy, 3 nali of rice and kadi of irai-nel and vilai-nel. 
Another inscription refers to kuruni, kalam and tuni of paddy.’° An 
inscription of Kampavarman from Ukkal states that 1000 kadi of paddy 
fetched an annual interest of 500 kadi.'°” 

An inscription of the 19th year of Rajaraja I from the Tiruvidandai 


furnishes a detailed account of the distribution of 25 kalams of paddy for 


feeding 12 brahmanas. Measurements like tuni, padakku, nali, ulakku, sevidu 
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and uri find a place in this inscription. Two tuni and one padakku of paddy 
was allotted for feeding them for one day. This amount was distributed as 
follows : 21 nali of rice for 12 brahmanas at one nali and three ulakku per 
head, six nali of paddy for one ulakku and 2% sevidu of ghee, five nali for 
vegetables and five nali for curd; one uri for salt, two nalis for betel leaves 
and nuts. The persons who supplied fuel were paid two nalis while the 
brahmana cooks received four nalis and the potter who supplied pots was 


given three nali of rice.’™° 


Ghee, oil, milk and curd were measured by the 
sevidu, alakku, ulakku, uri and nali. The first two items were only measured 
and not weighed. Sevidu is expressed both as a weight and a measure of 
capacity.’ An inscription of Nripatungavarman from Kaverippakkam refers 
to one ulakku of oil measured by the ulakku equivalent to the liquid measure 


named manaya-nali.'“” 


An inscription of the same ruler from Tirumukkudal 
states that the assembly of Siyapuram agreed to supply oil at the rate of 40 
nali per kalanju without reference to the prevailing market-rate.'*’ Oil 
measured by nali compared to the measure (kal) named after God 
Uragattuninrar is mentioned in an inscription of Parthivendravarman from 
Tirumalpuram'”’. Liquid measures named Rajakesari,'*’ Saliyam, 
Arumolidevan'’, Arumolinangai nali, Tirunarayanan and Ariyannavalla 


nal 


are mentioned in inscriptions. Reference to one nali of curd, 125 nali of 
ghee and one alakku of ghee measured by mey (?) are found in inscriptions 


from Uttiramerur.'“° 


5. Water trough : A water trough of the capacity of three ettam was to be 
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constructed at Sivachula mani mangalam. ~~" 


6. Gold : 

a. Measures : Gold weights like kalanju and manjadi were prevalent in 
Tondaimandalam from the age of the Pallavas. Dr.Altekar states that kalanju 
is the name of a prickly climbing species of caesalpina, whose seeds weighed 


between 45 to 50 grammes. The average weight of the early punch marked 
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147 Th the Pallava 


gold coins of the South varied between 45 and 50 grains. 
period, interest on gold was calculated in manjadis, which was one twentieth 
of a kalanju. Inscriptions of the Cholas give the impression that coined gold 
known as pon, was equal to the weight of one kalanju. Kasu and madai were 
the standard gold coins of the realm, which the early Chola rulers issued. The 
different issues were distinguished in epigraphy by the names of the kings 
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which were prefixed to those coins. 


Inscriptional evidences reveal gifts of 
gold in kalanju on numerous occasions. 1000 kalanju, 736 kalanju, 200 
kalanju, 100 kalanju and lesser amounts were gifted to the temples. A golden 
bowl weighing 10000 kalanju was gifted by king Dantivarman. ‘“? 12% 
kalanju of gold in the weight standard of Edarpuram was gifted, to the 


Mahadeva temple at Uttiramerur. ‘°° 


The fineness of such gold gifted to the 
temples were tested by the village touchstone (urkkal-chemmai) on numerous 
occasions.'”' An inscription from Tirumukkudal states that gold kasu gifted 
for offerings on the occasions of the Masimakham festival was weighed by 


the stone (niraikkal) and was found to be equal to three kalanju.'”” 


b. Gold testers : The members of the sabha of Uttiramerur fixed the number 
of persons to be chosen for testing the correctness of gold, current in the 
village, the method of choosing them and the procedure to be followed by the 
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persons so chosen in conducting their work. 


c. Interest earned : An inscription from Tirumukkudal states that one kalanju 
received an interest of three manjadi in the reign of Kampavarman. Another 
inscription informs us that three kalanju fetched an annual interest of one 
manjadi per year in the reign of Rajendra I.'* An inscription from Ukkal 
refers to fines of 108 kanam of gold and one kunri of gold, levied during the 
tenure of Krishna III’*’. Another inscription from Tirumalpuram records a gift 
of 30 suvarnas, an equivalent of gold for feeding brahmanas in the reign of 


Rajaraja i 
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7. Coins : 

Coins bearing the name of the rulers-Bujabalan madai, Bujabalan 
annanangakaran madai, Gandagopalan madai, Gandagopalan pudumadai, 
Gandagopalan palvannamadai, Nellur pudumadai and Palampulli madai find a 


1S7 Madurantakan madai and kudinarkal are mentioned in 


place in inscriptions 
an inscription from the Pandavaperumal temple at Kanchi.'® An inscription 


from the Parthasarathy temple, Triplicane refers to new and quality kasus.’°” 


F. Land Tenure : Tenancy cultivation was prevalent on private lands and 
quasi-public lands like that of a temple. The tenant paid a melvaram, 
determined in advance, to the landlord. He retained the residue, after bearing 
the expenses of cultivation and any minor dues assessed on the land. 
Cultivable land was held in one of the three broad class of tenure-peasant 
ownership called vellan vagai, service tenure inclusive of all holdings and 
eleemosynary tenure resulting from charitable grants. Occasionally land 
tenancy was changed. Nandivarman III granted six pattis of land named 
Akkalanimadiporripadi, after changing the previous tenancy, as archanabhoga 


160 Classification of land in the order of 


to the Mahadeva temple at Kuram. 
fertility was known as taram-idudal. It was governed by factors like the 
fertility of the soil and its source of irrigation.'°'An inscription from Kuram 
refers to the collection of land tax on the land in the village, including the first 
six categories of land (mudal aru-taram) during the rich and bad harvests 
(palum-valum).'© 
G. Boundaries of Lands : 

Some of the inscriptions clearly indicate the boundaries of the lands 


granted to temples and other institutions. In some cases the boundaries were 


marked by fixing stones. 


a. Tank or channel as boundary : Inscriptions of the days of the Pallavas 


mention tanks or channel as the boundary of land granted to temple. An 
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inscription of Nandivarman II from the Adivaraha cave at Mamallapuram 
mentions two tanks named Kon-eri and Mandai-talaivan eri as the boundaries 
of lands gifted for grazing cattle. An inscription of Nripatunga from Kuram 
registers a sale of land measuring 27000 kuli and 27 house sites, located in 


and around a stone tank (karkayam).'* 


Land named Malliyankaranai, located 
on the eastern bank of an eri was gifted to a temple at Uttiramerur in the reign 
of Kampavarman. A channel named Paramesvaravati formed one of the 
boundaries of land measuring 960 kuli gifted to a temple at Uttiramerur in the 
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same reign. 


b. Village as the boundary : Edirilichola Sambuvarayan gifted the village 
of Kumaramangalam located east of Korramangalam, west of Aimbundi, 
north of Poygai and south of Palaru to the Vishnu temple at Poygai in the 


reign of Rajaraja III.’ 


Vikramacholanallur and its hamlet lying between 
Vadakarai valla nadu and Tenkarai Damal kottam were gifted for offerings 
and festivals at the Tiruppukkuli temple in the reign of Vijaya 


'©7 Similar descriptions of the boundaries of land gifted are 


Gandagopala 
mentioned in an inscription from the Parthasarathy temple of Triplicane.'* A 
field belonging to the shrine of god Sri Raghavadevar formed the boundary of 


550 kuli of land gifted to the temple at Ukkal.'®° 


c. Temple as the boundary : The temples of Urgamudaiya 
mahavishnukkal and Mamallaipperuman koil formed the boundaries of the 


land gifted to Paramesvara Mahavaraha vishnugriha at Mamallapuram.'”” 


d. Fixing the boundary of a new village : The boundaries of the village of 
Sri Vanavanmadevi were fixed in the reign of Udaiyar Sri Rajendra 
Choladeva when the village was formed by him. A copper plate record 
preserving the boundaries of Tirukkalukunram was preserved in the temple of 
Naduvil Sri Rajendra-chola_ vinnagaralvar at  Vanavanmadevi 
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chaturvedimangalam “’. 
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e. Stones with insignia : Stones with insignia of Madhurantaka 
Pottappichola alias Gandagopala were fixed to mark the boundaries of lands 
gifted to the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi.'” 

f. | Names assigned to Land : Inscriptions refer to certain tracts of land by 
specific names. An inscription of Nandivarman III from the Kuram Vishnu 
temple refers to a tract of land named Akkalanimmadiporripadi in honour of 
Akkalaimadi, a Kadamba princess and queen of Dantivarman, the father of 
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the king.”’~ Land named Malliyan Karanai is mentioned in inscriptions from 
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Uttiramerur. 


g. Revenue Survey : An accurate survey of lands was undertaken in the 
16th year of Rajaraja I, followed by a meticulous recording of land rights in 
the official records. An inscription of Rajaraja I, found on a rock known as 
Adakkangal, found at the foot of a hill, records a prediction that Vasudeva- 
Mahavishnu would reincarnate as Rajaraja and that he would measure 
(survey) the earth. Vakpathi (Brihaspathi) would be born as Jayantha, a 
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minister of the king.’ This is an indirect reference to the survey conducted 


under the supervision of Jayantha, who has been hitherto unknown. 


H. Water Supply and Irrigation : 

Agriculture in Tondaimandalam, which could not boast of any perennial river 
system, was at the mercy of seasonal rainfall. A wide net-work of tanks 
canals, sluices, embankments and wells, created and fostered by the 
government and individuals, catered to the needs of the land and the people 
for agrarian and domestic needs. The Tirayaneri tank at Tenneri, the 
Mahendra tank at Mahendravadi, the Chitramegha tank at Mamandur and the 
huge tank at Kaverippakkam, assigned to the Pallava period on the basis of 
indirect evidences, bear testimony to the marathon efforts of the rulers and the 


chiefs who created them. 
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a. The Vairamegha tataka : A study of a few Pallava and early Chola 
inscriptions located at the Vaikunthaperumal temple, Uttiramerur reveal the 
care with which the Vairamegha tataka was nurtured. In the absence of any 
evidence regarding the origin of this tank, it could safely be surmised that it 
was constructed in the early part of Dantivarman’s reign, by the ruler himself 
or by a subordinate who chose to name it after his overlord, who bore the 
surname of Vairamegha.'”° 

The earliest inscription belonging to his seventh year (A.D. 803), states 
that a brahmin donated five padagams of land for digging the tank and raising 
its bunds (Karaiyattavum). It states that the tank was located on the eastern 


division (kilkuru) of Paramesvaravati.'”” 


Two years later the sabha received 
20 kalanju of gold from Chettadaraiyan Tanavendan. It undertook to assign 
the income from the sale of manure (eruvilai) collected from Elatachcheri and 
Melaittoru cattle pens (torunilai) of the village for deepening and improving 
the tank’ Kuravasri Agnicharmakramavitta somasi, Seyya Aparajitan, 
Devanandi Kalukkunram and Mannippakilan gifted land and gold for 
removing the silt, deepening the bed and strengthening the bunds of the lake 


in the reign of Kampavarman.'” 


The act of deepening the lake is denoted by the term ‘kuli kuthudal’. 
Digging to a depth of one feet for every square was known as kuli. The sabha 
fixed the number of times that the kuli has to be dug periodically. The soil this 
dug out was utilised to strengthen the bunds, so that more water could be 
stored in the lake. The soil was carried in boats to the banks. Two donors 
gifted gold for this purpose.’ Nangali Annadiyar handed over 100 kalanju 
of gold to the sabha for plying a boat in the tataka, for desilting the tank and 


raising its bunds'®° 


. Amduraiyavar endowed 100 kalanju of gold for running a 
second boat in the tataka. The amount covered the cost of the boat, the daily 
wages of the persons who had to dig 360 pits (kuli) every year at the rate of 


one a day and carry the silt in the boat to raise the bund of the tank." At 
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least 12 channels bearing the names of deities like Ganapathy, Sarasvathi 
Parvathi and Vishnu supplied water to the fields from the tataka in the reign 
of Dantivarman. '®™”, Some of the villagers had left the place without paying 
their dues for the maintenance of the tataka. The sabha decided to sell a part 


of the land of the defaulters to clear the dues, in the reign of Dantivarman.‘°! 


b. Karikaikuttan Tank : Land measuring 1% kol and located round the 
bunds of a tank named Karikaikuttan was granted as bahirbhumi to the same 
tank. It was meant to strengthen the bunds of the tank, as riding a vehicle in 
this area was forbidden. Offenders were likely to be punished in accordance 
with the terms laid by the sabha. Persons who cut the thorn bush on its bunds 
would be fined five kalanju of gold in favour of the Vairamegha tataka.“” 

c. Paramesvaravati : The Paramesvaravati channel running to the south of 
Uttiramerur and located north west of the Vairamegha tataka was in a state of 
utter disrepair. The sabha entrusted the work of widening and strengthening 


its banks to the tottavariam, in the reign of Parantaka ie 


d. New sources of irrigation : A lady named Kanakavalli created a lake 
named after her as Kanakavalli eri in the village of Kattutumbur, according to 
an inscription of Kampavarman.'®* A weaver dug an irrigation tank at a cost 
of 200 kasus at Kanchipuram.’” An inscription of Kulothunga I from the 


Vishnu temple at Ponpadi refers to the construction of a sluice.'®° 


e. Repair and Maintenance : The sabha of Ukkal undertook to strengthen 


the bund of a tank with the interest collected from a deposit of 1000 kadi of 
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paddy in the reign of Kampavarman.~”’ A sluice of a tank at Kaverippakkam 


was repaired at the instance of Viravinodan Vikramachola Sambuvarayar who 


named it as Viravinodan-tumbu in the reign of Kulothunga III.'®® 
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f. Extension of a lake : The northern side of a lake found in the village of 
Tirumani was extended by altering the area of a new village in the reign of 
Rajaraja III.'° 
g. Gift of Land : Land gifted for the maintenance of a tank was named 
erippatti. An undated inscription from the Vishnu temple at Kalinjur records a 
gift of 780 kuli of land as erippatti’”’. An inscription from Sholinghur records 
the gift of a paddy field named Mungilvari for the maintenance of a tank in 
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the reign of Parantaka I.~” A servant of Rajendra I gifted 3000 kuli of land in 


five plots for the purchase of two boats for use in the tank at Ukkal.'”” 


h. Measures to supply drinking water : Naganandi kramavitta-bhattan 
handed over 20 kalanju of gold to the sabha of Uttiramerur for opening and 
maintaining a watershed (tannir-pandal) in front of the pramani mandapa at 
the village to supply drinking water from Panguni uttiram to Karthigai - 
krithigai in the reign of Aditya I.'* Senai gifted one patti of land whose 
proceeds were to be utilised to supply fire wood to the brahmasthana and 
water to a trough of the capacity of 3 ettam to be fixed in the mandapa at 


Sivachulamani mangalam in the reign of a Sundara Pandya.’ 


i. Well and Cistern : Kannan-aruran, a servant of the king constructed a well 
(kinaru) and a cistern (totti) in the name of the king, on the high road 
(peruvali) to the west of Ukkal. He arranged to supply paddy on a regular 
basis (two kuruni of paddy per day(ie) 30 kalams of paddy for six months) for 
the maintenance of the person who filled the cistern with water and 
distributed the same. He also allotted paddy for the supply of pots to the water 


shed and for repairs (two kalam and the tuni of paddy). 


The assembly of 
Kuram sold tax-free land to an individual for building a rest-house (ambalam) 
and for serving drinking water in it for wayfarers in summer in the reign of 
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I. Position of women 

Women enjoyed considerable freedom in their social life and activities. 
However modesty and chastity were regarded as their highest virtues. Women 
especially from the developed classes owned property which they could 


handle at their will and pleasure. 


a. Gift by Women : They constructed temples and made additions to the 


exsiting ones; they showered grants on the temples for their sustenance. 


1. New Temples : Kanakavalli constructed a temple dedicated to Narayana at 
Kattutumbur and granted land for the conduct of worship, offerings, lamp and 
the maintenance of the temple priest. A lake was created to irrigate the land. 


‘74 brahmana lady named 


The temple and the lake were named after her. 
Kumarichchani constructed a temple dedicated to Vaikunthanatha at 


Sivanvayal.'”° 


2. Gift for lamps : Bhatari, the wife of Manavatti of Harinandi, the temple 
priest of Alapakkam gifted 13 kalanju of gold for a lamp at the temple of 
Tiruppulivalam in the reign of Nripatungavarman; Kandichchani, wife of the 
brahmana Kuravasiri-Tukkadi Bhattan gifted ten pon for a lamp to the deity 
Narayanasvami at the Chitrakuta temple at Uttiramerur. Pokkachcani of 
Komadan, Sri Devichchani, wife of Vamanakramavittan of Trivikramachcheri 
and two other ladies belonging to Panmaichcheri and Govindachcheri gifted 
sheep for burning lamps at the temple of Vellaimurtti Alvar at Uttiramerur in 
the reign of Rajaraja I.'’ A brahmana lady of Marudur gifted sheep for a 
lamp at the temple of Tirumukkudal.”” Three women - Jayamkonda Chola 
Viranulambadeviyar, the daughter of Ayyan Sattiyar, Alagiya Manavaleni 
Mandaiyalvar, wife of Karunakaran and Sevvakkan, sister in law of 
Ammaladevan of Nellur made gifts for buming lamps at the Arulalaperumal 


temple at  Kanchi..”’ Panchavan Mahadeviyar, the consort of 


233 


Cholapperumanadigal gifted 120 sheep for a perpetual lamp at the Vishnu 


temple at Tirumalpur.”” 


3. Gift of a lamp at death-bed : Chiriyanangaichchani, wife of the brahmana 
Vangi purattu-Ilaiya Chandra Velpadai gifted gold for a perpetual lamp to the 


temple of Tiruppulivalam at her death bed.”™ 


4. Feeding : Nampiratti, the elder sister of Tiruvanangamudi gifted gold for 
providing a feast at the temple of Kavidippakkam in the reign of 
Kampavarman.*~* Umaiyal Ammaiyar gifted 400 kuli of tax-free land as 
danappuram for feeding the ascetics who visit the village of Pallikonda.””’ 

5. Gift for offerings : Koyil Kannapiratti, wife of the chief Sattan kolan 
Velan Adityan endowed land for the ardhajama worship at the temple of 
Tirumalpur in the reign of Uttama Chola. In the same reign a brahmana lady 
of Sirudavur gifted money for offerings at the Varahaperumal temple, 
Tiruvidandai.°°° Two women including a brahmana lady named 
Periyanangaichchani gifted land and money for providing offerings at the 
Kodandaramar temple of Madurantakam in the reign of Vikrama Chola.””” 

6. Gift of Land : Channiaichchani alias Uttaramerumangai gifted land as 
bhatta vritti, after laying stringent conditions for granting the benefit to 
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deserving persons... The wife of the member of the alunganam of 


Madurantaka chaturvedimangalam gifted land as bharata vritti.°”’ 


7. Gift by will : Perarulaman Korri, daughter of Settalur Pomman of Kuttanur 
made a will that 100 kulis of land, purchased by the sale of her jewels would 
be enjoyed by her during her life time and that it will belong to the Arulala 


perumal temple, Kanchipuram after her demise.*’° 
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8. Gift for a tank : Nangali Annadiyar, the mother of Puttadikal gifted 100 
kalanju of gold for desilting the local tank and raising its bunds for plying 


211 
boats. 


b. Marital Status : Monogamy was the most accepted form of social life. But 
polygamy was prevalent especially among the elite classes and the members 
of the royal family. Mandai-nangai, the senior wife of Perundaram Rajarajan 
alias Vanavan Brahmadirajan gifted 90 sheep for burning a lamp at the temple 


of Tirumukkudal.?” 


c. Dowry System : A brahmana lady of Talichchani, the second wife (ilayil) 
of Sanakumara chaturvedi Agnichitta Sarvakratukkal of Kumalur, endowed 
two plots of land to god Mahadeva of Mullaivayil. She and her husband 
constructed a temple to Mahadeva on the plots, one of which was purchased 
at Mullaivayil from the urar of Sirupaluvur with her dowry (angamani 
dravyam). Evidently this inscription refers to the existence of the dowry 


system.”" 


d. The courtesan : At her best, the courtesan led a life of cultured ease and 
pleasure and provided amusement and intellectual companionship to those 
who could afford the luxury. At the worst she was a temple drudge. The 
devaradiyals and dancers were dedicated to the service of the temple. They 
were generally past-masters in music and dance. Their services were utilised 
to enliven festivals and auspicious occasions. A dancing woman named 
Perumal Nachchi alias Ayirattinurruva-Manikkam performed some repairs to 
the temple and made a few additions like construction of prakara walls and a 
mandapa at a great cost. In recognition of her services, the assembly of 
Uttiramerur granted certain privileges including a daily quota of prasadams to 


her and her descendants during the car procession. 
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Siyanachi alias Sri Vaishnava-Manikkam was granted privileges like waving 
of chamaras before the God during the car processions and the daily gift of 
one kuruni of rice, in recognition of further improvements made by her.*'* A 
devaradiyal named Tiruvaranga manikkam gifted land for feeding the 
srivaishnavas who attended a festival at the temple of Kulothungachola 


Vinnagarathalvar.”’” 


e. Employees 
Women were employed probably in less-skilled occupations also. An 
inscription from Kaverippakkam describes a royal order which forbade the 


employment of women on certain festivals days and auspicious occasions.”'° 


Women served the royal house hold in various capacities. They were named 
Ahapparivaram, Thanichchevagam, and puramkakkum mathar. Some of the 
women officials were known as adikarichi. Land-maids named “agambadi 
pendugal” are mentioned in an inscription at the Arulalaperumal temple, 


Kanchi. 7!” 


j. Pillage :- 
An inscription from Tiruninravur reports of a raid and destruction of the 
village by pillage (sulai) in the fifth year of Kulothunga III. It says that a 


person whose name is incomplete protected the village. *"° 


236 


FOOT NOTES 


Dr. C. Minakhi — Administration and Social life under the Pallavas. 
pp176-7. 

Appendix. List of chaturvedimangalams. 

A.R.E. 1898-39. 

Amur-Vedanarayanaperumal temple. Rajaraja I. A-R.E. 1932-3-76. 
A.R E 1887-77. 

A.R.E.1919-493 

T.V.Sadasiva Pandarattar — Pitkala Cholar Varalaru. p.533. 
Pullalur - A.R.E 1923-50. 

Uttiramerur A.R.E. 1898-82. 

Kanchi. Yathothakarin temple. Kulothunga IIT A.R.E. 1921-24. 
Melseshamangalam - Manikanthesvara temple A.R.E. 1921-116; 1919- 
596 

Pallikonda - A.R.E. 1925-470. 

Ukkal - Aditya I A.R.E. 1893-19. 

A.R.E. 1937-8-176. 

A.R.E. 1919-557. 

A.R.E. 1893-26. 

A.R.E. 1910-267 and 260. 

A.R.E. 1906-343 and 344. 

A.R.E. 1898-40. 

A.R.E. 1901-182. 

A.R.E. 1888 - 35 and 36. 

A.R.E. 1898-86. 

A.R.E. 1910-273. 

A.D. 969 A.R.E. 1941-2-100. 

A.R.E.1910-283. 

A.R.E. 1925-456. 

A.R.E. 1910-261. 

Tamilnattu Varalarru Kulu - Tamil Nattu Varalaru. Chola Peruvendar 
Kalam, Part II, p.7. 

S. Santhalingam — “Perianattar kalvettugal” in Avanam (T). Vol.23- 
p.228. 

A.R.E. 1923-192 and 1906-312. 

A.R.E. 1919-191. 

A.R.E. 1893-17. 

A.R.E. 1912-256 and 1899-21. 


254 


32. Ulagalandaperumal temple A.R.E. 1895-12. 

33. | Nripatungavarman - Tiruninravur A.R.E. 1937-38. 172. 

34. Arulalaperumal temple A.R.E. 1919-607 and 609. 

34a. A.R.E. 1918-19. 609. 

35.  A.R.E. 1919-338; 1890-38. 

36. A.R.E. 1923-187 and 189 and 1921-40. 

37.  A.R.E. 1910-267, 273 and 260. 

38.  A.R.E. 1907-343 and 1925-470. 

39. A.R.E. 1893-18 and 1919-441. 

40. A.R.E. 1887-76. 

41. A.R.E. 1921-23. 

42.  A.R.E. 1901-217. 

43.  A.R.E. 1912-542 and 554. 

44. A.R.E. 1897-292; 1910-265; 1919-486 and 515. 

44a. A.R.E. 1919 — 623. 

45.  A.R.E. 1919-460. 

46. _Rajadhiraja II; A-R.E. 1921-46. 

47. A.R.E. 1918-9. 609. 

48. S.LI. VI - 324. 

49. A.R.E. 1910-274. 

50. C.K.Sivaprakasam - Saiva Mathas in the Tamil Country - A Historical 
Study. Unpublished P.hd Thesis. University of Madras, October 1983, 
p.1. 

51. K.A.Nilakanta Sastri — The Colas., p.635. 

52. SLL. Il - 198. 

53.  A.R.E. 1906-306 and 1910-281. 

54. SLL. IV - 859. 

55. A.R.E. 1923-184 and 168. 

56. A.R.E. 1919-493. 

57.  A.R.E. 1887-77; 1934-5-14. 

58.  A.R.E. 1897-285 and 285A. 

59. A.R.E. 1898-39. 

60.  A.R.E. 1905-397. 

61. A.R.E. 1900-334. 

62. A.R.E. 1906-321. 

63. K.A.Nilakanta Sastri - Op. Cit., p.628. 

64. R.Nagaswamy. Uttiramerur, (T). pp.34-35. 

65. A.R.E. 1898-18, 33 and 29. 

66. A.R.E. 1915-182. 


67. 


67a. 


68. 
69. 
70. 


70a. 


70b. 


71. 
Tid: 
73: 
74. 
Lo: 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 


85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
a2, 
93. 
94. 
9D: 
96. 
O73 
98. 
og; 


100. 


238 


K.S.Subramaniya Aiyar - Epigraphica India, vol.XX]I, p.223. 
Poygai A.R.E. 1887-77. 

A.R.E. 1915-182. 

Appendix — List of Medicines 

S.R.Balasubramaniyam. Middle Chola Temples, p.372. 

R. Niranjana devi — Tirumukkudal Virachola Adular salai — Oru aivu. 
Kanchipura Mavatta Kalaigal (T). pp 230 and 234 

N. Venkatesan — Vinnagara Kalvettugalil Ariya Seidigal (T). p.25 
S.[.1. HI - 177. 

Dr.C.Minakshi - Op. Cit., p.88. 

K.A.Nilakanta Sastri - Op. Cit., p.529. 

Vaikuntha Perumal temple - S.I.I. VI - 369. 

C.Minakshi - Op. Cit., p.103. 

A.R.E. 1940-41.20/S.LI. I-61 and 64; III-164; VI-420. 

A.R.E. 1915-171. 

A.R.E. 1923-184; S.LI. I-61. 

Poygai. Rajaraja III - S.L.1. 1-61. 

N. Venkatesan - Kalvettukkalil nirnilaikalum Varikalum. T. p.98. 
S.I.I. \ I-61 and 64. 

Uttiramerur - Rajendra I - A.R.E. 1923-194. 

Dr.R.K.Alagesan. Kalvettukkal Kattum Kalaichotkal — p.109. 
Kanchi - Kulothunga III. S.LI.TV 849/Atti - Vijaya Gandagopala. 
A.R.E. 1912-302/Uttiramerur. Krishna III S.1.1. TV -324. 

S.L.1. 1V-324. 

Ukkal A.R.E. 1893-25; S.I.I. 1-64, VI-324. 

S.L.1. I-61; V1-324. 

Ukkal A.R.E. 1893-25. 

S.I.I. I-61, 64. 

S.1.1. VI - 324. 

A.R.E. 1923-184. 

Triplicane - 1967/20. 

S.L.1. I-61, 64, S.LI. VI-324. 

S.L.1. 1-64. 

T.N.Subramanian - Epigraphical Glossary p.192. 

S.L.1. 1.61,64, VI-324. 

C.Govindarajan - Kalvettu - Kalaichol - Agaramudali, p.101. 
A.R.E. 1940-41-201, 1967/20/S.L.1. I-61. 

A.R.E. 1922-421, S.1.1. 161 and 64, S.L1. 1V-849. 

A.R.E. 1923-184, S.1.1. Il - 157; V-873. 


101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 


110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 


128. 
129. 
130. 


131. 
132. 
132a. 


133. 
134. 


239 


C.Govindarajan, Op. Cit., p.78. 

S.LI. VII-392 — Vailur. Rajaraja II. 

S.I.I. I. 61 and 64. 

A.R.E. 1922-421. 

S.I.I. I. 61 and 64. 

K.A.Nilakanta Sastri — Op. Cit. pp.533-34. 

A.R.E. 1923-184, 1915-171, S.1.1. VII-392. 

S.1.1. If - 12. 

A.R.E. 1922-421, 1923-184, S.LI. I 61, 64, III 157, 164, IV-849, V- 
873, VII-392. 

S.1.1. I-12. 

S.LI. III 2,3 and 4. 

A.R.E. 1923-168. 

S.L.1. I. 61, 64. 

S.L.1. VI - 324. 

ARE 1928-184, 1923-168, S.I.I. 161,64. V-873, VI-324. 
K.A.Nilakanta Sastri - Op. Cit., - pp.622-23. 

Dr.C.Minakshi - Op. Cit., p.108. 

K.Venkatachalam - Pitkala Cholar Atchiyil Nila alavu murai. — p.41 
Dr.C.Minakshi, Op. Cit., pp.107-108; 

Kalvettu . 39, pp.1-5. 

C.Govindarajan, Op. Cit., p.120. 

Anaikkattaputtur, S.I.I. III-187. 

Vaikunthaperumal temple - S.I.I. VI-356, 2850 and 385. 

S.1.1. ; VU-40. 

S.I.1. VI-287, 288, 294 and 347 and 370. 

S.1.1. VII-33. 

Manimangalam - Vaikunthaperumal temple - Sundara Pandya - S.I.I. 
III-264 

Kalingar - Deserted Perumal temple., A.R.E. 1921-191. 

Kavanur - Parthivendravarman A.R.E 1921-156. 

Kanchi - Arulalaperumal temple, Jatavarman Vira Pandya I A.D. 1260- 
A.R.E. 1919-483. 

A.R.E. 1916-212. 

Vijaya Gandagopalan - A.R.E. 1942-3-147. 

R. Viraraghavan and V.K. Mangaiyarkkarasi — Kanchipuram Mavatta 
Ariya Kalvettugal in Kanchipuram Mavatta Tadayangal (T). p.314 
K.A.Nilakanta Sastri — Op. cit. p.622. 

Vaikunthaperumal temple, A.R.E. 1898-86. 


135. 
136. 
137. 
138. 
139. 
140. 
141. 
142. 
143. 


144. 
145. 
146. 
146a. 
147. 
148. 
149. 
150. 
151. 


152. 
153. 
154. 
155. 
156. 
157. 
158. 
159. 
160. 
161. 
162. 
163. 
164. 
165. 
166. 
167. 
168. 
169. 
170. 


240 


S.I.1. VI-371, I[-186. 

A.R.E. 1898-90, 72 and 22. 

A.R.E. 1893-26. 

A.R.E. 1910-273. 

Dr.C.Minakshi - Op. Cit., p.110. 

S.[.1. XII-67. 

S.[.1. XIII-75. 

S.1.1. 1-165. 

Nemali - Sundara Chola. ARE 1943-4-149. Kanchi Arulalaperumal 
temple. ARE 1919-351. 

Arpakkam. Rajaraja I, Kulothanga I - A.R.E. 1923-139, 138. 
Kanchi Arulalaperumal temple 1919-351, 515, 343, 365. 
Vaikunthaperumal temple - Kampavarman, S.I.I. VI-371. 
S.1.1. I-14. 

Dr.Altekar - Rashtrakutas and their times, p.365. 
K.A.Nilakanta Sastri— Op. Cit., p.614. 

S.1.1. 1V-132. 

S.1.1. VI — 293. 

Kampavarman - Uttiramerur S.I.I. VII-421, VI-343; Kavanthandalam, 
S.1.1. VI-421. 

Rajendra I, A.R.E. 1915-176. 

Parantaka I - S.I.I. VI-295. 

A.R.E. 1915-179, 176. 

S.1.1. HI-7. 

Vishnu temple SII, XIH-33. 

Arulalaperumal Temple, Kanchi. 

Kulothunga I. S.I.1. I-68. 

1967/34 

AR.E. 1900-38. 

T.V.Sadasiva Pandarattar. Op.cit. p.509 

Parantaka I A.R.E. 1900-34. 

A.D. 796 A.R.E. 1922-666. 

A.D. 885 A.R.E. 1900-33. 

A.R.E. 1898-6 and 5. 

Poygai - S.I.I. 1-59. 

A.D. 1265, A.R.E. 1916-164. 

1967/12. 

Rajaraja I - S.1.1. [1I-2. 

Rajendra II - A.R.E. 1890-54. 


171. 
172. 
173. 
174. 
175. 
176. 
177, 
178. 
179. 


241 


Tirukkalukunram - Vedagirisvara temple - Kulothunga I, S.I.I. V-473. 
Rajaraja HI - A.R.E. 1919-607. 

A.R.E. 1900-38 (foot-note) 

A.R.E. 1898-6 and 71. 

Ten Mahadevamangalam A.R.E. 1933-4-50. 

Dr.C.Minakshi - Op. Cit., p.122. 

Vaikanthaperumal temple, A.R.E. 1898-80. 

A.R.E. 1898-74. 

A.R.E. 1898-11, 42, 90, 65 and 84. 


179a. R. Nagaswamy - Op. Cit., pp.36-37. 


180. 


A.R.E. 1898-72A 


180a. A.R.E. 1898 — 69A 
180b. Kalvettukkal Kurum Nirpasanam in “Kalvettu”. no 11. (T). p.35 


181. 
182. 
183. 
184. 
185. 
186. 
187. 
188. 
189. 
190. 
191. 
192. 
193. 
194. 
195. 
196. 
197. 
198. 
199. 
200. 
201. 
202. 
203. 
204. 
205. 
206. 


A.R.E. 1898-61. 

A.R.E. 1898-85. 

A.R.E 1898-9. 

Solapuram - A.R.E. 1887-14. 

Rajadhiraja II A.R.E. 1921-46. 

A.R.E. 1942-3-126. 

S.1.1. HI-5. 

Sundaravaradaperumal temple - A.R.E. 1934-5-56. 
Tirumani A.R.E. 1921-188. 

A.R.E. 1921-191. 

A.R.E. 1896-9. 

S.1.1. HI-10. 

A.R.E. 1898-75. 

S.L.1. I-14. 

Ukkal - Rajaraja I - S.I.1. HI-4. 

A.R.E. 1923-105. 

Kampavarman - A.D. 892, Solapuram, S.I.I. I-53. 
IX Century A.D. A.R.E. 1944-5-10. 

A.R.E. 1898-63 and 70; 1923-163, 186, 190 and 178. 
A.R.E. 1915-184. 

A.R.E. 1919-519 and 356; 1893-49. 

A.R.E. 1906-338. 

S.1.I. VI - 374. 

A.R.E. 1906-391. 

Pallikonda A.R.E. 1925-469. 

A.R.E. 1906-320; 1910-278. 


207. 
208. 
209. 
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A.R.E. 1922-391, 1901-479. 

Uttiramerur A.R.E. 1898-39. 

Pullalur - A.R.E. 1923-50. 

A.R.E. 1919-431. 

Uttiramerur - A.R.E. 1898-72A. 

A.R.E. 1915-174. 

Uttiramerur - Kampavarman - A.R.E. 1898-31. 
Uttiramerur - A.R.E. 1923-180, 183 and 172. 
Kanchi - Vaikunthaperumal temple A.R.E. 1888-35 
Kaverippakkam. A.R.E. 1905 — 400 

A.R.E. 1919-570 

A.R.E. 1937 — 8,. 168. 
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11. CONCLUSION 


The early inhabitants had inculcated a reverence for the forces of nature with 
which they developed contacts. The cult of phenomena or objects regarded 
superhuman in a specified manner and specified place has been a trait of mankind 
from time immemorial. This reverential attitude found expression in the development 
of a form and a name to the phenomena of nature. A place was needed to 
accommodate these objects of veneration. This was the genesis of the temple which 
attained a varied growth in accordance with the local requirements, leading to 


different styles and patterns during their diffusion over vast areas. 


The earlier temples were funerary or sepulchral in character. At the onset 
hypaethral temples enshrining objects placed under shady trees were formed. In 
course of time roofed structures comprising of platforms and cult objects, constructed 
out of permanent materials, lavishly decorated and larger in dimensions were evolved. 
The Tamil Sangam classics, assigned to a period of 500 years from 250 B.C to 250 
A.D., mention architects who were past masters in the art of temple erection. Sangam 
works are replete with references to temples called nagaram, niyamam and kottam 


where various divinities were enshrined. 


The temples of the Sangam age were cast in perishable materials. It is no 
surprise that not a single temple belonging to the Sangam period could be traced. 
From the seventh century, the Pallavas ushered in a remarkable era in temple building, 
leaving an indelible mark on the artistic accomplishments of the Tamils, and acted as 


a source of inspiration to the future ruling houses. 


Though temples dedicated to a multitude of divinities exist, the shrines 
dedicated to Siva and to Vishnu, boasting of a hoary tradition, have attained a special 
status. The system named Vaishnavism which considers Vishnu as the supreme being 
was evolved as a synthesis of various petty cults. The vyuha phase of Vishnu was 
followed by the avatara phase. A poem in Paripadal, the Sangam work refers to the 
manifestation of Vishnu as the supreme being, revealed in his four vyuha’ forms. His 


avatars have also been lauded in the Sangam works. The form and characteristics of 
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Tirumal, as he is called, are graphically portrayed in the Sangam works. The advent of 
the fervent devotees of Vishnu — the Alvars in the Pallava age and the Acharyas in the 
Chola age have led to the efflorescence and crystallisation of the concept of 
Vaishnavism. The Sangam works make passing reference to Vishnu temples that 
existed at Tiruvekka, Srirangam, Tiruvenkadam and Puhar. The Pallavas and the 


Cholas created numerous temples dedicated to Vishnu. 


The area comprising of parts of Andhra pradesh, Vellore, Tiruvannamalai, 
Kanchipuram, Tiruvallur, and South Arcot districts was known as Tondaimandalam. 
A study of the Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam, located in the old North Arcot, 
Chengalpet and Madras districts, covering a period of about seven centuries from the 
sixth to the first half of the fourteenth century, primarily based an inscriptions, has 
been completed in this thesis.Inscriptions are a vast engraved documents which 
provide a veritable ocean of accurate knowledge for all aspects — political, social, 
religious etc. They are an invaluable handmaid to the scholar, which provide the key 
to knotty and controversial problems. Nearly 750 inscriptions found in the Vaishnava 
temples of Tondaimandalam and a few from the Siva temples have provided valuable 


information for this study. 


Tondaimandalam, mentioned as Pallavadesa and Dramila, was a distinct 
political division, whose boundaries were natural. It could boast of a hoary tradition 
beginning with the pre — historic times. Reference to Mauryan invasion and to the 
conquest by Chandragupta of parts of Tondaimandalam are scanty. A clan of hunters 
named Kurumbars, who have been identified with the Pulindas of Asoka’s Rock 
Edict XIII were probably the earliest inhabitants of Tondainad. Karikala, the Chola 
ruler of repute, whose memory is fostered in poems, legends and inscriptions, overran 
Tondaimandalam. A ruler named Tondaiman [lanthirayan was associated with 
Tondaimandalam at the same time. Kadiyalur Urutirankannanar, a poet of the Sangam 
age has extolled both Karikala and Ilanthirayan in two of his works, which proves that 
both were contemporaries. In the fifth century A.D. a predatory and barbaric tribe 


named Kalabhras, identified with the Kalvars of Tirupathi wrought havoc upon 
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Tondaimandalam. In the seventh century A.D., the Kalabhra hiatus disappeared, 


thanks to the marathon efforts of the Pallavas and the Pandyas. 


The Pallava period, lasting upto the early part of the tenth century A.D. is 
described as one of the most creative epochs in the history of Tamilnadu. They made 
immense contribution in the fields of temple arts and religion. Their age was marked 
by protracted wars with the Western Chalukyas of Vatapi and the Pandyas of the first 
empire. They never relinquished their hold over Tondaimandalam till the end. Most of 
their inscriptions, found in the later part of their regime, provide valuable information 


on the rulers and on the condition of the state. 


The Chola empire which arose on the ruins of the Pallavan kingdom in the 
tenth century A.D., produced a progeny of worthy rulers, who held aloft a banner of 
imperialism as a result of which a vast empire embracing even parts of Ceylon and 
Cambodia was nurtured. The Cholas not only provided an excellent administration, 
but also gave a fillip to arts and culture. An elaborate system of local government was 
evolved. As the empire became vast and unwieldy, the later emperors untied the 
fetters of Chola imperialism to create a feudal establishment, calculated to preserve 
the Chola hegemony. A class of semi — royal powers, wielding considerable influence 
and owing only a nominal allegiance to the Chola monarch emerged. As the Chola 
empire weakened, they became defacto in their own pockets. The Telugu Chodas, the 
Kadavarayas and the Sambuvarayas held a brief tenure of power. The Pandyas 
overwhelmed the weak Chola rulers to establish their hold over Tondaimandalam for a 


short time. Malik Kafur's invasion sounded the death-knell of the Pandya empire. 


An era of temple building was ushered in by the Pallavas, who eschewed the 
use of perishable materials and initiated the execution of well planned rock-cut cave 
temples. Cave temples dedicated to Vishnu and located at Mahendravadi, Mamandur, 
Vallam and Mamallapuram reveal touches of the Pallava genius. Monolithic rathas, 
cut out entirely from live rocks were born. Rajasimha evolved the form of structural 


stone temples utilising the soft stone tradition. Kanchipuram and other parts of 
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Tondaimandalam were dotted with Pallava temples. The wave of religious revivalism 


engendered by the Alvars and the Nayanmars gave a fillip to their efforts. 


The monuments of Mamallapuram, Vaikunthaperumal temple at Kanchi and 
the two temples of Uttiramerur, alone are preserved in their near original form. Built 
of sandstone with an admixture of granite at the top and the bottom and comprising of 
a square four storeyed main vimana with three superimposed sanctums, the 
Vaikunthaperumal temple at Kanchi is regarded as the forerunner of the ashtanga 
vimana of the later days. The elaborately labelled sculptural panels depicting vividly 
the events of the early Pallava history found in this temple are unparalleled. The 
sculptures adorning the monuments of Mamallapuram could be regarded as some of 
the earliest representations of Vaishnava iconography. The Sundaravaradaperumal 
temple at Uttiramerur comprises of three storeys of brick structure raised over a stone 
adhishtana, containing three functional cells to accommodate the three forms of 
Vishnu. The abutting smaller shrines have housed the navamurthis described in the 
Vaikhanasa agama. The inscriptions traced at the two temples of Uttiramerur provide 
a treasure house of valuable information on the state of affairs including elections to 
the local bodies and to the care with which the Vairamegha tank was nurtured. The 
Shore temple-complex of Mamallapuram consists of three shrines dedicated to Siva 


and Vishnu. 


All the other temples belonging to the Pallava, the Chola and the Pandya age 
have suffered on account of the "barbarous vulgarity of the renovation to such as 
extent that the art traditions of great people have fallen into the hands of unworthy 
successors" (James Fergusson). Therefore the temples have been transformed without 
bearing any trace of the originals, leaving only the inscriptions to proclaim their 
antiquity. However the surviving inscriptions found at some of the Vaishnava temples 
of Tondainad provide valuable information on all aspects of life. As the veritable 
centres of learning, the temples accommodated and encouraged schools and colleges. 
An inscription from Tirumukkudal provides graphic details of an endowment of three 
gifts fetching an annual income of 3243 kalams of paddy and a cash income of 216% 


kasus, which was meant for the maintenance of the temple, a Vedic college with a 
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hostel attached, and a hospital. Vedic and allied literature were taught to persevering 
students at Tirumukkudal and Uttiramerur. The mathas attached to temples received 


liberal endowments for propagation of religious tenets and for fostering education. 


The Bhakti cult engendered by the stupendous efforts of the Alvars and 
Nayanmars produced a monumental output of religious literature. The hymns of the 
Alvars have lavished encomiums on hallowed shrines located in Tondainad. The 
outpourings of the Alvars received a divine status. Provision was made for 
expounding the Vedic literature and for reciting the Tiruppadiams in temples. Music 
and dance received ample patronage in temples, where the musicians were provided to 
play music during worship and on festive occasions. The temples were the most 
enduring architectural forms which were embellished by artistic sculptures and 
paintings. Festivals and auspicious occasions were celebrated with eclat to provide 


entertainment to the rank and file and cultural feast to the devout persons. 


The kings, the members of the royal family, the feudatories, officials, 
merchants and devotees drawn from various strata of society, vied with one another in 
providing endowments for worship, offerings, lamps and festivals in temples. The 
grants were in the form of land, paddy, taxes, money, sheep, gold and other valuables. 
A number of donors provided grants for additions and renovations in temples and for 


the installation of images. 


The kings performed meritorious deeds like tulabhara and _ sacrifices. 
Occasionally they conducted coronation ceremonies. The temples were ably 
administered by a host of officials, volunteers and agencies like the sabha. They 
received the grants made by the willing donors and nurtured them with utmost care. 
Worship and festivals were conducted periodically. The bhattars attended to the daily 
rituals and offerings. Special sandis or worship was instituted in the name of rulers 
and officials. Grants were made for burning different types of lamps in the temples. 
The temple served as the people's bank, lending money to local bodies in times of 
distress. The temples and the mutts served the poor and the wayfarers as feeding 


houses. 
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The period was marked by religious tolerance of a very high order. Vaishnava 
temples accommodated the sculptures of Saivite deities while Saiva temples provided 
images of various aspects of Vishnu in its components. Inscriptions found at Siva 
temples mention of grants made to Vaishnava temples and vice versa. The age of the 
Cholas witnessed a high water-mark in the annals of local self government. The 
village sabha performed a variety of functions embracing all aspects of political and 
social life. It was ably administered by smaller units named variams. Two inscriptions 
of Parantaka I from Uttiramerur provide minute details of the elections held to choose 
the members of the variams. Elaborate qualifications were prescribed for the members 
who were elected by means of the kudavolai method. The sabha met at the mandapas 
of temples to hold its deliberations and to allot duties to the officials. They prescribed 


punitive measures in the form of fines for various offences. 


The temple served as a public record office where the endowments made by 
various agencies were registered in the form of inscriptions. The volume of the 
records found at the Vaikunthaperumal temple at Uttiramerur has postulated the view 
that it was a record office of the sabha at the onset. The epigraphs of the Cholas begin 
with the meykirtti or prasasti, which was a grand piece of poetic eulogy containing 
information of immense value. The epigraphs present a picture of the prevalent 
economic and social conditions. Society consisted of classes mostly based on 
professions. The brahmanas enjoyed an exalted status and served the state in various 
capacities. Villages granted for their use were termed chaturvedimangalams. Land was 
the basis of the economy and hence it was gifted for different purposes. Adequate 
provision was made for irrigation to facilitate cultivation. Taxes of a varied nature 
were collected from all sectors. Women actively participated in the activities of the 


temple and made worthy contributions for their maintenance. 


A study of the Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam reveal an outstanding 
unity of spirit and continuity of effort which have contributed to the growth of a rich 
and complex civilisation of unrivalled values. The temple being the most benevolent 
institution, directed its dormant energies towards the promotion of welfare of the 


community. 


2. TONDAIMANDALAM - IN A HISTORICAL SETTING 


The area comprising of the present day Kanchipuram district, 
Tiruvallur district, Madras city, parts of Vellore, Tiruvannamalai and 
Villupuram districts and parts of Andhra Pradesh is referred to as 


“Tondaimandalam”’. 


This area is steeped in hoary tradition. R. Sathianathier, a doyen among 
historians, has summed up the historical significance of Tondaimandalam. 
“The Tamil country may be likened to a magnificent column and the 
Tondaimandalam is its capital, the Chola, Kongu mandalam its shaft and the 
Pandyamandalam its base. The base of the column was broader in the Sangam 
age. The history of Tondaimandalam is remarkable in some respects. It 
records a long series of invasions from the time of Bindusara to that of Sivaji. 
Tondaimandalam was the heart of the Pallava empire and the helmet of the 
Chola empire; it was the scene of a triangular contest among the Pandya, 
Hoysala and the Kakatiyas and of the ubiquitous activity of the lion of 
Tondaimandalam; it was the nucleus of Saluva Narsimha’s power; it was the 
grave of the Vijayanagar empire, and it was the foothold of the English in 


South India.” * 


Boundaries 

Although no literary references to the boundaries of Tondaimandalam 
are found in the Sangam works, a lone poem attributed to the octogenarian 
poetess Avvaiyar, states that “Tondainad was bound by the Eastern Ghats in 
the west, Bay of Bengal in the east, Venkata Hills in the north and the South 
Pennar river in the South.* A Scottish surveyor named Colonel Mackenzie, 
who was entrusted with the arduous task of surveying the land in parts of 
South India, collected the local traditions. His collection is named 
“Mackenzie Manuscripts. A manuscript (no. 3089) states that “the area bound 


by the sea in the east, by the South Pennar in the south, Tiruvannamalai in the 
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west and Kalahasti in the north could be termed Tondaimandalam.” A reputed 
historian has pointed out that Tondaimandalam spread from Pazhavetkadu to 
Cuddalore.* Historians generally agree that Swarnamukhi river in the north, 
Pennar in the south. Eastern Ghats in the west and Bay of Bengal in the east 
formed the natural boundaries of Tondaimandalam. The place received its 
name from the Tondai Creeper (Coccinea Indica) that grew in abundance in 


this area. 


Early History 

The spades of the archaeologists have unearthed a lot of pre-historic 
and Iron Age relics in this area. The New Stone Age witnessed the settlement 
of human beings on a permanent basis at places like river banks. Such places 
where they began a settled life acquired the name of “Nadu’.” In later days this 
name was attributed to political and administrative divisions. The area 
inhabited by the Tamil speaking people came to be known as Tamilnadu. 
Tolkappiam, the earliest Tamil work available, states that Tamilnadu was 
divided into thirteen divisions or “nadus” of which Aruvanadu and 
Aruvavadathalainadu formed the northern part.° A nomadic tribe, named 
Aruvalar or Kurumbar, on account of their tough disposition, inhabited this 
area under the aegis of a chieftain called Kamandan. Practising different 
occupations and developing trade contacts with the prosperous merchants of 
Kaveripumpattinam, they augmented their wealth. Their land, known as 
“Kurumba Bhoomi”, engulfing a vast area, was divided into 24-kottams or 


subdivisions.’ 


A tradition preserved in the Mackenzie manuscripts credits a ruler 
named Athonda Chakravarthy, who was enamoured of the wealth and the 
prosperity of the Kurumbars, with the subjugation of their territory.® The area 
which formed the nucleus of his empire acquired the name of 
Tondaimandalam or Tondainad in honour of its conqueror.” The identification 


and historical position of Athonda Chakravarthy is a matter of controversy. 
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References to a ruler named Tondaiman are found in the poems composed by 
Avvaiyar, who persuaded him to make peace with Athiyaman Neduman Anji, 


the renowned warrior and liberal patron who ruled over Tahadur."” 


Manimegalai, the second of the “five great Epics” (Aimperum 
kappiyam), composed by the poet Seethalai Sattanar provides an episode 
involving the life of Tondaiman. Venvet killi, the Chola ruler of 
Nagapattinam fell head over heels in love with Peelivalai, the Naga princess 
of the Manipallavam island, and a child was born to them. At the appropriate 
age, the princess sent her son, fully bedecked with Tondai creepers, to ensure 
his identity, to the Chola monarch. The rich merchants known as Kambala 
Chettis, who escorted the prince, were on their way to the Chola capital, when 
a huge storm blew up the ship.'’ The prince swam his way to the Chola 
capital. The Chola ruler was too glad to receive his son and named him 
Tondaiman Ilanthirayan, because the boy, clad in Tondai creeper, swam with 


the waves (thirai) of the sea. 


“Perumpanatrupadai”, composed by “Kadiyalur Uruthirankannanar” 
and included in the Sangam work “Pattu Pattu” is dedicated to a ruler named 
Tondaiman Ilanthirayan. The ruler is extolled “as a scion of the Chola race 
who even held the three crown monarchs-Chera, Chola and Pandya, under his 
hegemony. As he rode along the waves of the sea, he was known as 
Thirayan.'? Two wings of the same royal family named Thirayan probably 
ruled over Aruva vadathalainadu with its capital at Pavathri or Kakanthi and 
Aruvanadu with its capital at Kanchi.’* Ptolemy, the Greek geographer 
mentions of “Aruvarnoi’ and “Arvarnoi’, located between the North and the 
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South Pennar rivers. 


*Sekkilar’s’ “Tiruthondar Puranam’ describes how Karikala, the Chola 
monarch of renown, was appraised of the wealth of Kanchi by a hunter named 


Sindhu Medhon. He overran the country around Kanchi, divided it into 24 
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kottams, fortified the capital and settled the Vellalars, who professed 
agriculture, in Tondaimandalam.'° Dr.S.Krishnaswamy Iyengar opines that 


Tondaimandalam remained a “Chola Viceroyalty” in the reign of Karikala.'° 


Some local Sthalapuranas (chronicles on temples) have extolled the 
pious deeds of a ruler named Tondaiman Chakravarthy. Tiruvorriyur 
Sthalapurana credits Tondaiman Chakravarthy with the renovation of the Siva 
temple of Tiruvorriyur and the creation of new shrines, expansive mandapas 
and imposing walls.” Tirumullaivayil Sthalapurana elaborates how Lord Siva 
came to the rescue of the beleaguered Chakravarthy and routed his foes; as a 
token of gratitude Tondaiman Chakravarthy constructed a mammoth temple 
at Tirumullaivayil dedicated to Lord Siva.'® The Tirupathi Sthalapurana 
enumerates how Mahavishnu beseeched Tondaiman to construct a charming 
temple dedicated to Lord Srinivasa.'? Tirumukkudal Sthalapurana narrates 
how the Lord of Tirupathi saved Tondaiman from the clutches of his foes.”° 
Kangeyanallur Sthalapurana states that Tondaiman Chakravarthy was 
absolved of the Brahmahatti sin after performing a yajna at Kangeyanallur, 
where he erected a temple housing the images of Lord Siva and Lord 
Subramanya.”' All these references reveal the popular belief that Tondaiman 
Chakravarthy was held in esteem as a pious and devout ruler. Dr.K.V.Raman 
has identified Tondaiman Chakaravarthi with Tondaiman Ilanthirayan,~* 
Dr.P.T.Srinivasa Iyengar, based on a study of the Telugu Choda Inscriptions 
has concluded that Tondaiman Ilanthirayan was the grandson of Karikala.”* 
All these facts, though inconclusive, prove that Tondaimandalam was closely 


associated with a ruler named Tondaiman. 


The Mauryas and the Satavahanas seem to have made a few ephemeral 
raids on Tondaimandalam although its total subjugation by them is not borne 
out by facts. As the Satavahana empire weakened, the governors who were in 
control of the outlying areas, became defacto rulers in their own territory. The 


Pallavas who were serving the Satavahanas as viceroys, gradually declared 
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independence and laid the foundations of the Pallava empire. Simhavarman 
and his successors, known as the “Early Pallavas of the Prakrit and Sanskrit 
charters”, held sway over Tondaimandalam with their headquarters at Kanchi 


for a brief period.“ 


The period consisting of nearly three centuries that followed the 
Sangam Age is characterised as a dark historical night, as the data available is 
scarce and unproductive. When the curtain rises towards the close of the Sixth 
century A.D. a mysterious and ubiquitous enemy of civilisation, the evil ruler 
called Kalabhras, had upset the established political order. The obscure but 
extensive political revolution in which the Kalabhras overthrew all the 
established dynasties of South India, affected the Pallava kingdom also.”° 
Towards the closing stages of the Sangam Age, the three great monarchies 
had lost their potence and several minor chieftains held sway over their small 
acquisitions. Like sitting ducks they fell prey to the ambitious endeavours of 
the Kalabhras.”° The Kalabhras, who ruled over certain parts of the Karnataka 
region (Vaduga Karunadar) gained foothold in Tondaimandalam and by the 
second half of the third century A.D. acquired control of a substantial portion 
of the Tamil country.*” They have also been identified with Kalvars of 


Tirupathi. 


Tondaimandalam under the Pallavas 

The political vacuum created by the entry of the Kalabhras ended after 
the military exploits engineered by the Pallava ruler Simhavishnu in 
Tondaimandalam and the Pandya ruler Kadungon in South Tamilnadu. The 
Kasakkudi copper plates of Nandivarman II and the literary work 
“Avantisundara kathasara” inform us that Simhavishnu (A.D. 560 - 580) who 
heralded the Pallava resurgence, vanquished the Kalabhras and the Cholas 
and extended the Pallava empire upto the banks of the Cauvery.”® 
Inscriptional evidences are available from the Vaishnava temples of 


Tondainad only from this age. Although no inscription of Simhavishnu is 
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found, the Adivaraha cave temple at Mamallapuram is embellished by the 
sculpture of a king, seated on a cushioned stool and flanked by the standing 
images of his queens. An inscription found below reads “Sri Simhavinna - 
Pottrathirajan”. In all probability they represent king Simhavishnu and his 
queens. The standing figure of a king, accompanied by his queens, followed 
by the inscription “Sri Mahendra Pothrathirajan” is found in the same cave - 
H. Krishna Sastri has identified the ruler as Mahendravarman I while C.R. 
Krishnacharlu and V.Venkatasubbaier have inclined to identify him as 


Mahendravarman II.7° 


Simhavishnu’s son and successor Mahendravarman I (A.D. 580-630) 
repulsed an invasion by the Western Chalukya ruler Pulakesin II, with a 
signal victory at Pullalur and maintained his hold over Tondaimandalam. His 
successor Narasimhavarman I (630-668 A.D.) scored decisive victories over 
the invading Chalukyas at Pariyala) Manimangalam and Suramara. The 
Pallava forces chased their antagonists upto their capital Vatapi, which they 
ransacked. The empire of Narasimhavarman I extended upto North Pennar 
and included Tondaimandalam.*° An inscription from the Vaikuntha 
Varadarajaperumal temple at Sivanvayal contains the eulogy of the king, 
Simhavarman, who is stated to have been born in the Pallava family as god 
Vishvaksena (Vishnu) was born in the Vrishni race, and to have performed 
the Asvamedha and Bahusuvarna sacrifices. He is styled Deva i.e., Lord. 
Simhavarman has been identified with Narasimhavarman I.” 
Mahendravarman II, the son and successor of Narasimhavarman had a brief 
tenure of two years (AD. 668-70) during which he crossed swords with 


Vikramaditya I of Vatapi. 


A study of the Kuram Plates, the Udayendiram plates and the 
Velurpalayam plates of the Pallavas, reveal the fact that the forces of 
Chalukya Vikramaditya I defeated the Pallava ruler Paramesvaravarman | 


(670-700 A.D.) and marched upto to the banks of the Cauvery. The Pallava 
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forces, following them closely in their heels, routed the Chalukyan forces at 
Peruvalanallur near Trichy and drove them back to Vatapi. The reign of 
Narasimhavarman II alias Rajasimha (700-28 A.D.) was marked by peace and 
tranquility, engendering robust building and literary activity. Inscriptions 
found at the Shore temple, Mamallapuram enumerate the bewildering variety 
of birudas attributed to Rajasimha, to whom all the rulers offered their 
obeisance. They are Apratima, Avanibushana, Akalanka, Dharanichandra, 
Arimardana, Atulabala, Kulatilaka, Atyantakama, Aparajita, Chandrardha- 
sekhara-sikhamani, Chandasani, Udayachandra, Rajasimha, Ranajaya, 
Sribhara, Chitrakarmuka, Ekavira, Sivachudamani, Kalakala, Abhirama, 
Ranabhima, Gunalaya, Srivallabha, Abimana, Ranavira, Yuddharjuna, 
Narendrasimha and Sribharas Chittrakarmukah** Paramesvaravarman II (A.D. 
728-31) continued the struggle with the Chalukyas till he met a disastrous end 
at the battle of Vilande at the hands of the Ganga ruler Sripurusha, who was 
an ally of the Chalukyas. The death of the heir-less ruler spelt doom for the 
Pallava empire. The officials, acting in consonance with the ghatika (college 
of erudite Brahmanas) and the subjects, crowned a prince of a collateral 


branch, Nandivarman, son of Hiranyavarman as emperor. 


Sculptures found at the Vaikunthaperumal temple, Kanchipuram : 
A detailed account of the events that preceded the accession of Nandivarman 
II are furnished by the sculptured panels and the inscription etched below 
them on the south wall of the verandah running round the central shrine of the 
Vaikunthaperumal temple. The untimely death of Paramesvaravarman left the 
kingdom in a state of anarchy. A deputation of the potent officials offered the 
crown to Hiranyavarman, a scion of the Katavesu family and an able warrior 
of a pure descent. Hiranyavarman enquired whether any of his kith and kin 
was interested in the offer, but none of them responded. He passed on the 
offer to his sons Srimalla, Ranamalla, Samkramamalla and Pallavamalla. The 
last son, Pallavamalla alias Paramesvara, a lad of twelve years, picked up the 


gauntlet. Hiranyavarman was chary to allow his youthful son to accept the 
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arduous task, but a resourceful agamica named Taranikonda Posar persuaded 
him to accept the mission. Hiranyavarman sighted an object very similar to 
that of a black elephant. Posar identified it as the Pallava crown. Overcoming 
a lot of natural barriers, Pallavamalla entered the gates of Kanchi and 
overwhelmed a foe named Pallavadi Araiyar in an encounter. He received a 
tumultuous welcome at the hands of the jubilant subjects who crowned him 
with the abhisheka name of Nandivarman and invested him with the insignia 
of royalty.’ Nandivarman had to foil the ambitions designs of an imposter 
named Chitramaya before entrenching himself on the throne. He played a 
long innings, ruling for 65 years (AD A.D. 731-796), during which he 
encountered various vicissitudes of fortune. He waged relentless wars against 
the Gangas, the Chalukyas and the Pandyas and held his control over 
Tondaimandalam intact. An inscription from the Adivaraha cave temple at 
Mamallapuram refers to him as “Nandi potavarman”.”* 

Dantivarman (A.D. 796-847) held a long tenure of nominal rule, 
marked by protracted wars with the Rashtrakutas and the Pandyas, in which 
he struggled to hold his own. He is referred to as “Dantivarma Maharaja”, 
“Dantivikramavarmaparumar”, “Dantivikramaparumar and 
“Dantippottarasar” in inscriptions.’ Nandivarman III (846-69 A.D.) formed a 
confederacy of rulers to rout the Pandyas at Tellaru, thereby earning the 
sobriquet “Tellarerintha’. He restored the glory of the Pallava empire to some 
extent. Inscriptions found at Kanchi and Kuram refer to him as 
“Nandippottaraiyar who conquered at Tellaru” and as “Nandivarma 
Maharaja”.*° Nandivarman III’s control over Tondaimandalam is vouchsafed 
by verses found in Nandikalambakam, a literary work which refer to him a 
“Tondaiyar Kon”, “Tondaiyar Vendan” and “Tondai Nadudaya Kove” (King 


of Tondaimandalam).”” 


Nripatungavarman (A.D. 859-899) who succeeded Nandivarman 


turned the tables with a victory over Pandyas at Arasil.Varaguna II, the next 
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Pandya ruler was practically a vassal of the Pallavas.*’ However differences 
arose between Nripatunga and his step-brother, Aparajitha, who probably 
coveted the throne. Both sought to consolidate their positions by seeking 
allies. The battle of Sripurambiam signalled the triumph of Aparajitha and the 
virtual extinction of Nripatunga’s reign. The latter is referred to as “Vijaya 
Nripatunga Vikramavarman” and as “Nripatunga Vikramaparamanar” in 
inscriptions.” Aparajitha (A.D. 885-903), whose relationship with his 
predecessors and his successor is not clear, ruled as a non-entity. The rule of 
Nandivarman IV (903-26 AD) and Kampavarman (870-912 AD) constitute 
the dying embers of the Pallava power. As the Pallavas and the Pandyas were 
dissipating their energy and resources is protracted wars, the Chola ruler 
emerged triumphant, to build a grand empire. However till the end of their 
rule, the Pallavas never relinquished their hold on Tondaimandalam. 
Kampavarman, whose inscriptions are found in Tondainad is referred to as 
“Ayyan Kampaperumanar”, “Kampavikramaparumar”, 
“Kampavikramavarman” and “Vijaya Kampavikkravarman”.”° 
Tondaimandalam under the Cholas 

In the long historical night that envelops the Cholas, from the third or 
fourth to the ninth century A.D., their condition is best described as 
suspended animation. In their original abode they bent low before every storm 
that passed over them and bided their time... Towards the middle of the ninth 
century A.D. the Cholas, hitherto in a state of hibernation,”’ rose to power 
under the leadership of Vijayalaya, who laid the foundations of an empire 
which lasted well over four eventful centuries from 850 to 1270 A.D. 
Vijayalaya (850-71 A.D) supplanted the Muttaraiyars and captured Tanjore. 
The Tiruvalangadu plates, inscriptions from Kanyakumari, Tillaisthanam, 
Tirukkalukunram and Tirumalpur assert that Aditya I (A.D. 871-907), son and 
successor of Vijayalaya, wrested a substantial part of Tondaimandalam 
around 891 A.D., after overwhelming the Pallavas. The Chola rulers assumed 


the titles of “Parakesarivarman” and “Rajakesarivarman” alternately. Aditya I 
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is known by the title of “Rajakesarivarman” in inscriptions of Uttiramerur and 


Ukkal.” 


Parantaka I (907-955 A.D) wiped out the remnants of the Pallava rule 
and completely subjugated Tondaimandalam, besides making inroads into the 
Pandya territory. He put to rout the Banas, the Vaithumbas and the E. 
Chalukyas (Sitpuli Nadu). His empire bordered on that of the mighty 
Rashtrakuta empire. He even repulsed a Rashtrakuta attack engineered by 
their ruler Krishna II. Krishna III, his successor was more enterprising and 
ambitious. Anticipating a titanic clash, Parantaka I had placed his son 
Rajaditya at the head of a powerful contingent in the northern part of his 
empire. The much anticipated battle, fought at Takkolam smelled disaster for 
the Cholas. Krishna III occupied the Chola territory upto the banks of the 
Cauvery. The effects of Krishna’s invasion were ruinous. As a consequence 
of the blow in the north, much of the south also slipped out of Parantaka’s 
hands. The Chola empire was no more; it had to be built up all over again.” 
Parataka I whose earlier inscription mentions the name of ~*Parakesari’, 
assumed pompous titles after his conquests. He scored a decisive victory over 
the Pandya around A.D. 910,“ which he celebrated by assuming the title of 
“Maduraikonda Parakesarivarman. This epithet is found in nearly 20 of his 
inscriptions from his 12th to the 39th regnal years, found in the Vaishnava 
temples of Tondainad.”° His inscriptions from his 40th year contain the title of 
“Maduraiyum Ilamum konda Parakesarivarman” which testifies to his 


conquest of Ceylon or Ilam.*° 


After sensing victory at Takkolam, Krishna III or Kannaradeva 
conquered Kanchi and proceeded further upto the bank of the Cauvery. Eight 
of his inscriptions, describing the grants made to Vaishnava temples in 
Tondainad temples glorify him as “Kannaradeva who took Tanjai and 
Kachi”.*’ Krishna III had commissioned the Vaithumba ruler and his vassal, 


Vikramaditya Vaithumba Maharaja to govern his conquered territory of 
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Tondaimandalam and Tirumunaippadi - nadu as his viceroy. The process of 
retrieving the territories lost by the Cholas to the Rashtrakutas was initiated 
by Arinjaya Chola and completed by Sundara Chola (957-73 A.D), who 
routed the Pandyas around 959 A.D. and assumed the title of “~Maduraikonda 
Rajakesarivarman’ in honour of his triumph“ Aditya II Karikala, beheaded 
Vira Pandya even when he was in his flush of youth. He assumed the epithet 
“Parakesarivarman who deprived Vira Pandya of his head” a name which 
finds a place in a few of his inscriptions.” This feat must have prompted 
Sundara Chola to nominate him as crown prince with the title of 
“Parakesarivarman”. The awesome warrior was treacherously done to death at 
the instigation of a few disgruntled officials. Sundara Chola breathed his last 
in a golden palace constructed by him at Kanchi. The presence of the palace at 


Kanchi is an indication of his hold over Tondainad.”” 


Inscriptions issued by one Parthivendravarman, who also boasts of 
severing the head of Virapandya are found in large numbers in 
Tondaimandalam. His identification is still one of the unsolved riddles of 
Chola history and several opinions have cropped up. H. Krishna Sastri has 
suggested that he was a scion of the royal family who served as the viceroy of 


51 


Tondaimandalam.”’ T.V. Sadasiva Pandarattar is inclined to accept this 


view.” However K.A.Nilakanta Sastri has postulated the theory that Aditya II 
Karikala and Parthivendravarman are one and the same_ person.” 
Parthivendravarman is known in inscriptions by epithets like Partma- 
Maharaja, = Parthivendratipativarman, Parthivendra-Adittavarman and 
Parthivendrativarman.” The presence of numerous inscriptions of Uttama 
Chola (970-85 A.D) in Tondaimandalam only prove that the area enjoyed a 


tranquil and prosperous reign. He is referred to as “Madurantaka” in an 


inscription found at the Varadarajaperumal temple, Minjur.”° 


Arulmolivarman, the son of Sundara Chola ascended the throne in 985 


A.D. under the title Rajaraja I. The name of “Rajarajadeva” finds a place in 
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inscriptions from his third regnal year.” In 988 he routed the combined forces 
of the Cheras and the Pandyas at Kandalurchalai. This decisive victory over 
two monarchs probably induced him to assume the title of “Mummudichola 
deva.”” Thirty one inscriptions found at the Vaishnava temples mention the 
names of “Rajaraja-Rajakesarivarman” and “Rajarajadeva”.’ Nine of them 
hail him as ‘Rajakesarivarman who destroyed Kandalurchalai.’ Nearly 22 of 
his inscriptions found in the Vaishnava temples contain the “meykirti” 
beginning with the words ~Tirumagal Pola’, which enlists his triumphs.®° The 
thirty years of rule of Rajaraja I (985-1016 A.D) constitutes a formative 
period of Chola Imperialism. The empire inherited by him extended from 
Tondaimandalam in the North to the borders of the Pandya kingdom in the 
south. Under him and his successors the Chola empire expanded by leaps and 
bounds. Rajaraja had assumed - 31 - virudas or special names. Mandalam and 
valanadu, the administrative divisions of the empire were known by his 
virudas. The major divisions were  Rajaraja Pandi mandalam, 
Mudikondacholamandalam, Adhirajarajacholamandalam and 
Jayamkondacholamandalam. Tondaimandalam was renamed 


Jayamkondacholamandalam.”' 


In the reign of Rajendra I (1012-44 A.D), Jayamkondachola mandalam 
was no longer the tail end of his empire. It was the heartland from where 
forces were sent for expeditions further north, a fact which is revealed by the 
Tiruvalangadu plates.’ Under him Kanchipuram gained importance; he 
brought Saivas from the banks of the Ganges and colonised them at Kanchi 
and in other parts of the empire. He is known as “Parakesarivarman alias 
Rajendracholadeva” and “Udaiyar Sri Rajendra Choladeva”, in inscriptions. 
Ten of his inscriptions found in temples of Tondaimandalam contain his 
prasasti beginning with the words, “Tirumanni Valara”.™ Rajadhiraja I (A.D. 
1018 - 54), known as “Rajakesarivarman alias Udaiyar Sri Rajadhirajadeva” 


is eulogised in his meykirti which commences as “Tingaler Taruthan’.™ 
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Rajendra II (1051-63 A.D.), known as “Parakesarivarman Udaiyar Sri 
Rajendrachola” and “Sri Virarajendrachola”, could boast of three prasastis 
beginning with the words “Irattapadi elarai ilakkamum”, “Tirumadu 
Puviennum” and “Tirumagal maruvia’.® Virarajendra (A.D. 1063-69) 
arranged for a marriage of his daughter with the Western Chalukya ruler 
Vikramaditya VI, which ensured cessation of hostilities between the two 
kingdoms for the time being. Known in inscriptions as “Rajakesarivarman 
Udaiyar Sri Virarajendradeva” and “Sri Raja Mahendradeva”, he issued three 
meykirtis which began as ~Tiruvalaratiral Payyathu’, “Tirumangai Varalar’ 
and “Virametunaiyagavum”.® When Adhirajendra II (1067-70 A.D.), the last 
ruler of the line of Vijayalaya died heirless, Rajendra II, the Eastern Chalukya 
ruler and the great grandson of Rajaraja I ascended the Chola throne under the 


name of Kulothunga I in 1070 A.D. 


Under Kulothunga I (1070-1122 A.D.), his subjects as a whole enjoyed 
a peaceful and satisfactory life although the military set-backs reduced the 
kingdom to the status of a “purely Tamil power” for the time being. No doubt 
he gave a fresh lease of life to the Chola hegemony. Under him Kanchipuram 
continued to serve as second metropolis and a number of royal orders were 


issued from the “abhishekha mantap” at Kanchi.” 


Even the Kalinga 
expedition spearheaded by Karunakara Tondaiman a scion of the Pallava race 
commenced from Kanchi. It is obvious that Kulothunga I untied the fetters of 
Chola imperialism in order to create hegemony. This led to the emergence of 
a class of feudatories who were allowed to enjoy semi-royal powers but 
nominally subject to imperial authority. Kulothunga’s inscriptions introduce 
him as a Rajakesarivarman alias Udaiyar Sri Rajendra Choladeva”, “Udaiyar 
Sri Kulothunga Choladeva” and “Tribhuvana Chakravarthi Sri Kulothunga 
Choladeva”. His meykiritis commence with the words. “Tirumanni Vilangu” 


“Pugalsulnda Punari” and Pugalmadu Vilanga”.® 
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Rajaraja I had divided his empire into mandalams in his 17th regnal 
year. A new sub-division called valanadu, nine in number and located 
between rivers or canals, was created. Further divisions like nadu, kottam and 
kootram existed. Jayamkondachola mandalam retained its 24 sub-divisions.” 
Kulothunga I, while retaining the same divisions, renamed some of them after 
his virudas. Although Tondaimandalam retained its 24-divisions or kottam, 
each kottam was considered an equivalent of valanadu and were mentioned 
simultaneously. Puliyur kottam and Kulothunga valanadu, which formed a 


part of Tondaimandalam, were synonyms. 


From the close of Kulothunga I’s reign, the Chola empire encountered 
vicissitudes of fortune. Its extent was circumscribed by the defeats it sustained 
at the hands of the redoubtable foes. The feudatories and rulers of the petty 
dynasties began to wield more power in their areas. Tondaimandalam 
continued to remain an integral part of the Chola empire, but the control 
exercised by the Chola monarch over it was minimum. The rulers, 
inadvertently loosened the bonds of imperial authority, thereby setting in 


motion the centrifugal forces that sowed the seeds of disintegration.” 


Vikramachola (1118-1136 A.D) called himself ‘Parakesarivarman alias 
Tribhuvanachakravarthi Vikrama Choladeva’. His prasastis began with the 
words ‘Poomalai midaintha’ and ‘poomadu punara’.”’ Kulothunga II (1133- 
1150 A.D.), who is known” as_ ‘Rajakesarivarman alias 
Tribhuvanachakravarthy Kulothunga Choladeva’ had two prasastis beginning 
with the words Pumedu Vasar and Pumannu Padumam to his credit.” 
Rajaraja II (1146-1173 A.D) known as ‘Rajaraja-Parakesarivarman alias 
Tribhuvanachakravarthy Rajarajadeva’ had his meykirti which commenced 
with the words ‘Pumaruviya Tirumadum’.” Kulothunga III (1178-1218 A.D) 
is introduced as ‘Virarajendira Choladeva’ and ‘Tribhuvanachakravarthy 
Kulothunga Choladeva’ in some of his inscriptions. During his long tenure, he 


overwhelmed Pandyanad, Ilam and Kongunad and __ performed 
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Virabhishekham and Vijayabhishekham. All these feats were added to his title 
in inscriptions. His eulogies commenced with the words *Pugal perugu valam’ 
and ‘Puyal Vaithumanvalara’.” Rajaraja III (1216-1256 A.D) who held the 
pompous title of ‘Tribhuvanachakravarthi Rajarajadeva’ had two meykirtis 
commencing with the words “Srimannidisai vilangu” and “Sirmannu 
malarmagalum” to his credit.” The grand empire, tottering to its fall, reached 


its nadir in the reign of Rajendra III (1246-79 A.D). 


The Feudatories 
During the closing stages of the Chola empire some of the feudatory 
chiefs who owed only a nominal allegiance to the Chola ruler, established 


independent rule and issued inscriptions in their name. 


1. The Kadavas : The Kadavas, with tall claims of Pallava lineage, 
played a stellar role in later Chola politics. Kadavan Koperunjingan (1243- 
1279 A.D.) “immortalised the name of the Kadavarayas in the history of 
South India by his shrewd diplomacy, political ingenuity and sagacity.’° The 
inscriptions of Koperunjingan show that he had a rather long and stormy 
career and that in the political confusion that prevailed in the period, he found 
it easy to set himself up as a more or less independent ruler and pursue a 
policy of his own towards the neighbouring states.”” His territory included a 
sizeable part of Tondaimandalam, as revealed by the availability of his 
inscriptions in the area. He had the temerity to imprison his overlord, Rajaraja 
III at Sendamangalam, his headquarters. Vira Narasimha II, the Hoysala 
monarch came to the rescue of the beleaguered Chola emperor and 
vanquished the forces of Koperunjingan, who had to swallow the bitter pill by 
paying a huge ransom. Although Koperunjingan acknowledged the suzerainty 
of the Chola monarch, he continued to act as a defacto ruler, assuming titles 
like “Avani-Narayana Nirpatunga” and “the ruler of Tondai and Mallai” and 
issuing grants in his own name. He is referred to as “Sri Koperunjingadeva” 


in inscriptions found at the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi.” 
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2: The Telugu Chodas : Prominent among the quasi-independent 
feudatories who exercised their suzerainty over parts of Tondaimandalam 
were the Telugu Chodas of Nellore. An inscription from the Arulalaperumal 
temple at Kanchi describes Vishnu, Brahma, Marichi, Kasyapa, Manu, 
Ikshvaku, Kakustha, Mandhata, Sagara, Bhagirata, Harischandra, Sibi and 
Karikala as their ancestors.” They were probably Chola feudatories enjoying 
control over parts of Nellore and Kalahasti alias Pottapi and hence some of 
them held titles line “Pottapi-Chola” and “Kalattideva”.®° Beta, Erasiddha, 
Nalla Siddha, Beta IT and Tammu Siddha served the Cholas as feudatories. 
They did not defy the authority of the Chola emperor, but had established an 
influential and semi-independent position in the northern part of the Chola 
empire. Nallasiddha, the ruler of the Nellore branch of the Telugu Chodas 
claims to have ruled as an independent king in the Andhra territory and to 
have exacted tribute from Kanchi. Kulothunga HI embarked upon a campaign 
to subdue the recalcitrant feudatories in 1196 A.D. and brought Kanchi and its 
surrounding areas within his control. An inscription of Tammusiddhi from the 
Arulalaperumal temple states that he performed the anointment at Nellur in 
A.D. 1205." Tikka I (A.D.1223-50), referred in inscriptions as Madurantaka 


82 who had showed 


Pottappicholan Tirukkalathi devar alias Gandagopala, 
nominal allegiance to Rajaraja III at the beginning of his reign, in course of 
time acquired full control of Kanchi. The Cholas who had to encounter the 
powerful Kadavas, acquiesced in the virtual occupation and control of Kanchi 
by their erstwhile ally, who even issued inscriptions in his own name.” Tikka 
I was succeeded by Manma Siddha II (A.D. 1250-91) who is represented in 
inscriptions as “Alluntikka Maharaja Gandagopala” and 
“Tribhuvanachakravarthi Vijaya Gandagopaladeva”.“* He ruled as a 
practically, if not actually independent ruler as revealed by the large number 
of his inscriptions. But his tenure was marred by external intrusions. He was 
probably subjugated by the Pandya ruler Jatavarman II who forced him to 


function as his feudatory. Vira Gandagopala, his successor had a brief tenure, 
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although —he also. issued __ inscriptions with =the prefix 
x» 85 


“Tribhuvanachakravarthi”. 
The Pandyas in Tondaimandalam 

Jatavarman Kulasekhara Pandya (1190-1218 A.D.), who was 
occupying a subservient position in the reign of Kulothunga Chola III, was 
waiting for an opportunity to break the fetters and to establish an independent 
empire. The reign of Rajaraja HII witnessed the twilight of the Chola power 
and the mighty empire looked vulnerable in every quarter. Maravarman 
Sundara Pandya I (1215-1238 A.D.) routed the forces of Rajaraja III and 
wrought havoc upon the Chola country. But fearing reprisal from the mighty 
Hoysala, he returned the country to the Chola ruler after exacting tribute. 
Later Rajaraja III withheld the tribute due to the Pandyas. Sundara Pandya 
swooped upon the Chola country and annihilated the forces of Rajaraja III, 
who was imprisoned by the Kadava Chief Koperunjinga. Vira Narasimha II, 
the Hoysala monarch sent succour, defeated Koperunjinga and sought the 
release of Rajaraja III. He also defeated the Pandya forces and enticed the 
Pandya to accept the suzerainty of the Chola monarch. The Chola country was 


practically a protectorate of the Hoysalas.*° 


Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I (1252-1271 A.D.) ushered in an era of 
aggression and aggrandizement, as a result of which the Pandyan empire 
stretched from North Pennar to South Tamilnad. He first conquered the Chola 
forces and forced Rajaraja III to pay tribute. The Hoysala forces of Vira 
Somesvara were humiliated at Kannanur Kuppam. The Telugu Choda Chief 
Aluntikka Gandagopalan was sent to the heavenly abode in a pitched battle. 
Even the Kakatiya armies proved no match for the Pandya marauder. Sundara 
Pandya assumed pompous titles like “Emmandalamum Kondaruliya” and 
“Ellam Talayana Perumal”. The Pandyas, displaying great might and valour, 
conquered the neighbours and extended their kingdom northwards upto 


Nellore and Cuddapah. The period when their second great empire was 
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established, could be regarded as a water mark in their history.°” An 
inscription traced at the Vijayaraghavaperumal temple at Tirupukkuli states 
that he performed Virabhishekham at Kanchi. He assumed the little 
“Kanchipura Varadhisvara”, denoting his control over Kanchipuram. 
Tondaimandalam became a part of Pandya empire.*® Another inscription from 
Tiruppukkuli is in the form of a poem lauding his feats.” He is referred to as 


90 
a and as 


“Jatavarman ‘Tribhuvanachakravarthy Sundara Pandyadeva 
“Perumal Sundara Pandya” who was pleased to take every country 
“(Emmandalamum Kondarulina)”’ in inscriptions. Maravarman Kulasekhara 
Pandya I (1268-1311 A.D) aalso_ retained the title of 


*Tribhuvanachakravarthi?”” 


and “Emmandalamum Kondaruliya”. 
Tondaimandalam continued to form an integral part of his empire. During his 
tenure, Jatavarman Vikrama Pandya, who assumed title of “Tondaimanar’ and 
*Tondaiman’, ruled over Tondaimandalam as a Viceroy of Kulasekhara 


Pandya.” 


The closing years of the reign of Kulasekhara were marred by a quarrel 
for succession. Kulasekhara desired that Vira Pandya, the son of his favourite 
mistress should succeed him. Sundara Pandya, the elder son unfurled the 
banner of revolt only to be discomfited in battle. Unable to brook the 
disgrace, he sought the assistance of Sultan Alauddin Khilji, who sent his 
celebrated general Malik Kafur to the south. Malik Kafur’s invasion spelt 
disaster to Tamilnadu. Kulasekhara was believed to have been done to death 
by Sundara Pandya in 1311 A.D. Pandian empire disintegrated. Scions of the 
Pandya dynasty continued to rule in parts of south Tamilnadu. Parts of 


Tondaimandalam were ruled by petty chiefs. 


Inscriptions of Maravarman ‘Tribhuvanachakravarthy Virapandya 
Jatavarman Virapandya, Sadagopavarman Jatavarman Vira Pandya (AD. 
1253-68)” and Jatavarman Vikramapandya”’, who ruled as representatives of 


Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I are found in Tondaimandalam and other parts. 
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Maravarman Vikrama Pandya” the brother of Maravarman Kulasekhara and 
Maravarman Vira Pandya” too ruled over parts of Tondaimandalam as the 
royal representatives. None of the meykirttis of the Pandyan rulers find a 


place in the inscriptions of Tondaimandalam. 


Numerous inscriptions issued in the name of ~Tribhuvanachakravarthi 
Konerinmaikondan’ and belonging mostly to the twelfth century have been 
traced in the Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam. The identification of 
Konerinmaikondan is a matter of controversy. Dr. Hultzsch opined that the 
term denoted “one who was unequalled among kings” and was “King of 
Kings.”® H. Krishna Sastri accepted the view by stating that the title meant 
“one who was unmatched among kings”. In that period the kings were 
forced to foil the ambitious designs of the feudatories who ventured to 
become recalcitrant. The name of Konerinmaikondan was assumed by many 


rulers as a display of their might and potence, and hence it cannot be 


attributed to any single ruler.'”” 


Thus Tondaimandalam had played a pivotal role in the history of 
Tamilnad. The abundant number of inscriptions provide historical information 


on the titles held by the rulers and their accomplishments. 
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3. VAISHNAVA TEMPLES OF PALLAVA ORIGIN 


The earliest extant literature belonging to the Sangam age, which was 
the period of a few centuries immediately preceding or succeeding the 
Christian era’ makes tantalising references to the temples, the deities and the 
festivals of that age. Parimelalagar, the commentator of Silappadikaram who 
is assigned to the closing stages of the Sangam age, affirms that temples 
dedicated to Balarama, Mahavishnu and Muruga were known by the names of 
Nagaram, Niyamam and Kottam respectively.” But the temples of the Sangam 
age were cast in wood, clay and burnt bricks and hence they could not 
withstand the ravages of time. A poem in the Sangam literature makes a 
reference to temples which went out of existence’. No temple belonging to the 


Sangam age has survived in its pristine form. 


The Pallava Period 

From the seventh century A.D. onwards, the Pallavas ushered in a 
great era of temple building activities, leaving an indelible mark in the annals 
of Tamil history. The Bhakti cult engendered an upsurge sweeping the lives- 
of the people. The temple was the heart of this efflorescence. The lingering 
tradition of a taboo on stone for sacred and secular structures because of its 
long local association with funerary erections was dispelled.* 
Mahendravarman initiated the process of excavation into hard rock and 
carving the cave-temples, which was an unprecedented innovation. Inspired 
by the Vishnukundin models, he erected a stone temple without resorting to 
the usual materials like bricks, timber, metal and mortar which was clearly a 
departure from the established custom’. Appar, a contemporary of 
Mahendravarman enlists the types of temples which existed in that age.° The 
work of well planned and systematically excavated rock-cut cave temples, 
initiated by Mahendravarman, was assiduously continued by his successors, 
Narasimhavarman I and Paramesvaravarman who also created rock sculpture 


galleries and monolithic rathas. Rajasimha commenced the tradition of 
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building structural temples. His successors resorted to the ‘Sankirna’ mode of 
construction, employing several materials together such as stone, mortar, 
brick with lime, mortar and wood’. They showered munificent grants on 


temples. 


I. Cave temples dedicated to Vishnu : The non existence of the deities 
in cave temples makes the task of their identification cumbersome. Among 
the Pallava rock cut cave temples only a few are dedicated to Vaishnava 


deities. 


1; Mahendravadi — Mahendra - vishnugriham : An inscription in 
Sanskrit verse states that Gunabhara (Mahendravarman I) excavated the 
spacious temple of Murari (Vishnu) named Mahendra vishnugriha out of the 
rock on the banks of the Mahendra tataka in the city of Mahendrapuram’. This 
could as well be regarded of the earliest rock-cut temple and probably the 
only one founded by Mahendravarman, dedicated to Mahavishnu? 


(Mahendravadi is 28 kms away from Kanchipuram). 


Ze Mamandur : The small cave-temple located near the Rudralisvara 
cave temple is devoid of any divine images. However an inscription found 
here depicts Mahendravarman as an ardent devotee of Mahavishnu who 
possessed a dark cloud-like complexion (Megasyaman). On the basis of this 
inscription, a view has been expressed that this cave-temple was dedicated to 
Mahavishnu, which is inconclusive?”. (Mamandur is located on the Kanchi — 


Cheyyar route). 


Be Vallam Cave Temple: An incomplete cave temple assigned to the 
reign of Rajasimha and located near the Vasantesvara cave temple, houses the 
image of Mahavishnu, flanked by his two consorts, in the main cell'' (Vallam 


is three kms away from Chengalpattu). 
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A. Mamallapuram Cave Temples: Dr. Nagaswamy opines that the 
group of cave-temples, penance panels and the five rathas were fashioned in 
the reign of Rajasimha. However, studies conducted by Mr. Lockwood, Gift 
Siromoney and Dayanandan of the dress and ornaments found in the 
sculptures, reveal that Narasimhavarman I was the author of most of these 


monuments?*. 


(a)  Trimurthi Cave Temple : This complete cave temple has three cells 
in which the images of Brahma, Vishnu and Siva are accommodated. Dr. R. 


Nagaswamy has identified the first figure as that of Muruga’’. 


(b) Mahishasuramardini Cave : In the Mahishasuramardini cave the 
original deity of Mahavishnu was replaced by the Somaskanda panel at a later 
date. The dvarapalas of the Vaishnava cave temples are deified 
personifications of the weapons of Vishnu-Sanka and Chakra, which are 


depicted on the headgear of the concerned dvarapala. 


(c) The Varaha Mandapa : Hailed as the most complete cave temple, 
preserved in all its parts, it has been assigned to the Pallava age and as a 
typical representation of the Mamallan style'’. The pillars are adorned by the 
leaping figures of lions. The sikharas and kalasas are the earliest specimens 
lending credence to its theory that it was a temple and not a mandapa. The 
bas-reliefs of Bhuvaraha, Trivikrama, Gajalakshmi and Durga found in the 
panels are exquisite specimens. The empty central shrine could have 
contained the image of Narasimha. Niches carrying the sculptures of the 
dvarapalas grace the front and the side walls. The cave temple has no Pallava 
inscriptions, but its location and architectural features brand it as a Pallava 


specimen. 


(d) Adivaraha Rock-cut Cave temple: The front wall of the projected 


central shrine contains three niches each on either side of the entrance. 
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Dvarapalas grace the niches that flank the entrance. Graceful portraits of 
Vishnu, Harihara and Nagaraja or Adisesha adorn the niches. Brahma and 
Gangadhara are housed on the walls of the maha mandapa. The rear wall 
panels on either side of the projected central shrine contain the artistic images 
of Gajalakshmi and Durga. Panels on the walls of the ardha mandapa depict 
the life — size images of two kings and their queens with descriptive labels. 
The earliest inscriptions, assigned to the reigns of Narasimhavarman I and 
Mahendravarman II, recall the names of Sri Simhavinna Pothrathirajan and 
Sri Mahendra Pothrathirajan. They are found below the images of two kings 
who are accompanied by their respective queens. An imprecatory verse 
cursing those who donot venerate god Rudra and assigned to the reign of 
Paramesvaravarman is also found here’’. Another inscription assigned to the 
eighth century A.D enlists the names of the Dasavatars of Vishnu'®. The cave 
temple was patronised by the Chola rulers also. It was known as Sri 
Paramesvara Mahavaraha Vishnugriha, according a ninth year inscription of 
Rajendra II'”. 

A remarkable feature of this Vishnu cave-temple is the presence of an 
inscription lauding the exploits of Sri Rudra and another describing the 
Dasavatars of Vishnu, in which Buddha replaces Krishna. The construction of 
this cave-temple commenced in the reign of Narasimhavarman and 
consummated in the reign of Paramesvaravarman who commenced worship 
here*’, It is the only cave-temple in Mamallapuram where worship is 


conducted even today. 


5. Singaperumalkoil: Narasimhasvamin temple: The cave-temple, 
scooped out of the slope of a rock possesses pillars of the normal temple. It 
was created between the closing years of the reign of Narasimhavarman and 
the early part of Paramesvaravarman’s reign*' to which additions were made 
in the Chola period. A stucco image of Padaladri Narasimha, named so on 


account of his association with Garuda, adorns the sanctum. Three of the four 
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inscriptions, belonging to the reign of Rajaraja I, commencing from his fifth 
regnal year (A.D. 990) register gifts made to the temple for worship and for 
lamps. It was known as the temple of “Alvar Narasinga vinnagar - deva of 
Chengunram” in Chengunranadu in Kalattur-kottam**. (Singaperumalkoil is 


located on the Chennai — Chengalpattu route.) 


6. Avur — Guhai Varadarajaperumal temple: This was originally a 
cave-temple, scooped out of rocks, in the eighth century in the Pallava times. 
The Cholas embellished the incomplete cave-temple with the additions of 
mandapas, compound walls and a flight of steps. A solitary inscription 
belonging to an unidentifiable ruler named _ Tribhuvanachakravarthy 
Rajarajadeva refers to the temple of Karumanickkathalvar at Avur to which 
land was gifted**. The temple which was reported to be a ruined Vishnu 
temple in the A.R.E. report, was renovated and worship was instituted in the 
name of Guhai Varadarajaperumal temple. An inscription assigned to the XIII 
century and found at a dilapidated Siva temple in the village states that Avur 
was located in Chenkunra nadu in Vanangappadi on the northern bank of the 
Pennai (South Pennar) in Rajaraja valanadu~’. (Avur is 19 kms away from 


Tiruvannamalai on the road to Villupuram). 


II. Rathas 

The rathas or monolithic vimana shrines, cut out entirely from live 
rocks constitute one of the lasting legacies of the Pallavas in the realm of 
architecture. They are regarded as the stone representations of the 
architectural patterns in less permanent materials which had prevailed earlier 
and prototypes of the later vimana and mandapas of the later Pallava and 


Chola periods*°. But none of them are dedicated to Vishnu. 
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Ili. Structural stone temples created by the Pallavas : 

Construction of monuments with hard stones was cumbersome and time 
consuming. Further rock architecture could be created only in hilly areas. So 
Rajasimha evolved the structural stone temples, where the soft stone tradition 
could be tried.”’ As a result elegant edifices sprang up in Tondainad in the 
reign of Rajasimha. His successors emulated his example. Among the 
structural temples created in the Pallava period, only the Vaikunthaperumal 
temple of Kanchi and the two Vishnu temples of Uttiramerur retain some of 


the original features. 


1. The Vaikunthaperumal temple, Kanchi: The tallest vimana, raising 
to a height of 73feet (22.25m), built by the Pallavas is found in the 
Vaikunthaperumal temple, erected in the reign of Nandivarman II 
Pallavamalla at Kanchi. Its height was raised to this extent by introducing 
functional halas or storeys without resorting to corbelling.”® The typical four 
tiered Dravida vimana has a frontal mukhamandapa, perched over a tall 
adhisthana. A cloister mandapa, externally walled by the prakara and 
internally colonnaded is found. Three tiers which have been provided to 
accommodate the standing, the sitting and the reclining forms of Mahavishnu, 
have an ambulatory passage, achieved by the system of three concentric walls 
successively increasing in height one behind the other. The principal parts - 
cloisters, portico and sanctum are not separate buildings but are amalgamated 
into a well articulated structure. The sculptures adorning the temple make it a 
museum for studying the Vaishnava iconography~’. Series of panel sculptures 
found in this prakara and the descriptive labels found below them, depict the 
history of the Pallavas up to the accession of Nandivarman II which is an 
unparalleled feature. Normally the earlier kings were known only by their 
birudas. For the first time an inscription mentions the name of the king 
Nandivarman Pallavamalla alias Paramesvara who constructed this temple. 


The Kasakkudi plates laud him as a dedicated votary of Vishnu who bowed 
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only at the feet of Lord Mukunda. This fact finds expression in the form of a 


sculpture’, 


Tirumangai Alvar has dedicated a pasuram of ten hymns to the god of 
Paramesvara vinnagaram as the temple is called. The first hymn states that the 
Lord was worshipped by the Pallava ruler of Mamallapuram at whose feet 
numerous rulers paid obeisance.*' Tirumangai Alvar is believed to be a 
contemporary of Nandivarman II. Two inscriptions of Kulothunga I mentions 
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the name of the temple as “Kulothunga—Chola vinnagar”, ““ which proves that 


it continued to receive the patronage of the devotees in the Chola period also. 


2; Uttiramerur: Uttiramerur could stake claims to be regarded a 
historical city replete with temples, dedicated to different deities in the 
halcyon days of the Pallavas and the Cholas.*° The inscriptions found in these 
temples are repositories of valuable historical information embracing all 


aspects of life. 


(a) Sundaravaradaperumal temple: Next to the Vaikunthaperumal 
temple, this is the grandest of the later Pallava temples, following an identical 
method of construction and rising to a height of 59 feet (17.98m). A technique 
of corbelling was utilised to span the space between the walls, to 
accommodate the three forms of Vishnu-standing, sitting and reclining. It has 
a high plinth of well dressed granite stones. The abutting smaller shrines on 
three sides of its lower talas are adorned by images of six other principal 
forms of Vishnu - Satya, Achyuta, Aniruddha, Naranarayana, Narasimha and 
Varaha, thus incorporating the navamurtis prescribed in the Marichi Samhita 


of the Vaikhanasa Agama”. 


The earliest of the 36 inscriptions in Pallava Grantha letters and 
ascribed to the eighth century A.D., states that a truthful and dexterous 


architect named Paramesvara ‘Takshaka, hailing from Padakam_ in 
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Kanchipuram constructed this temple, in accordance with the agamic 
principles, in conjunction with the agamikas of the village, who were past 
masters in such principles and practices*®. An incomplete inscription of 


Dantivarman, found here confirms the Pallava connections, with the temple”’. 


An inscription of the 12" year of Parthivendravarman reveals the name 
of the temple as that of Sribali vishnugriham built by Kongaraiyar at 
Uttiramerur °”. Probably a chief named Kongaraiyar had renovated the temple 
and named the deity as “Kongaraiyar ninra Perumal”. Rajaraja I’s reign has 
accounted for 16 inscriptions. The temple is referred to as Kongaraiyar Srikoil 
of Paramaswami, Sriveli vishnugriham of Vellaimurtti Alvar and Vellaimurtti 
Emberuman™. The name of Vellaimurtti must be attributed to Balarama, the 
elder brother of Krishna who probably was housed in a separate sanctum.” 
Dr. Nagaswamy opines that the temple of Purushottama mentioned in an 
inscription of the 25" year of Rajaraja I is another name of the Sundaravarada 
temple“’. However the term “Purushottama temple of the village” found in the 
inscription indicates that it was a totally independent temple. A shrine of Sri 
Raghavadevar, probably a subsidiary shrine in the temple received gift for a 


lamp.** 


An inscription of the 5" year of Rajendra I refers to the temple of 
Kongaraiyar as Rajendrachola vinnagar, a change affected at the behests of 
the king**. The image of Anantanarayana was found on the third storey and 
three auxiliary images and the image of Krishna existed in the same reign. 
Probably the temple had an Ashtanga vimana even at the time of its 
inception.” In the reign of Kulothunga III a devaradiyal constructed the great 
wall of the second prakara and the tiru abhisekha mandapa and effected a few 
additions’. Inscriptions of Vikramachola and Vijaya Gandagopala mention 
the names of Chokkaperumal who was in all probability the utsavar and 
Vellaimurtti Alvar was the mulavar. In the reign of Vira Pandya the temple 


itself was known as that of Chokkaperumal”’. 
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(b) Vaikunthaperumal temple: Possessing an edifice of much smaller 
dimensions and devoid of most of its old features the Vaikunthaperumal 
temple presents a picture of criminal neglect. The adhishtana is of granite and 
the niches were made for accommodating stucco figures. At the onset the big 
mandapa in this temple served as the meeting place of the mahasabha, where 
the image of Vishnu, the presiding deity had existed. In the reign of 
Kulothunga I the present deity of Vaikunthaperumal was erected adjoining 
it”. 

Nearly 71 inscriptions copied from this temple provide a mine of 
information on the various temples and shrines found in the village and the 
grants made to them. Inscriptions describing the functioning of local self 
government and of the maintenance of the Vairamegha tank are unparalleled 
in history. Nearly 22 inscriptions belonging to the reigns of Nandivarman II 
Dantivarman and Kampavarman furnish particulars of the grants made to 
different temples including the Vishnu shrines of Govardhana and 
Mahavishnukkal irunda perumanadigal. An inscription of Aditya I refers to 
gifts made to Chitrakuta temple. Five of the ten inscriptions of Parantaka I 
and 13 of the 24 inscriptions of Parthivendravarman mention grants made to 
several Vishnu temples of Tiruvayodhya, Vrindavana, Tiruvayppadi, 
Kurushetram and Tirumalirumjolai, located in the same village. Inscriptions 
of the later Cholas are much lesser. None of the inscriptions refer to the name 


of Vaikunthaperumal temple. 


In view of the multitude of Vishnu temples mentioned in the 
inscriptions, the task of ascertaining the name and the position of the main 
temple is unenviable. Probably the name of Rajanarayana vinnagar 
Emberuman, found in an inscription of Kulothunga I, who bore the epithet of 
Rajanarayana, could be one of the older names of the present day 


Vaikunthaperumal temple”’. 
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The place: The village was named Uttirameru in the earlier inscriptions. The 
name owed its origin to Nandivarman who probably donated gold in the form 
of a meru (mountain). He had gifted the village to 1200 Vaishnavas who were 
past masters in the Vedas and so it was named Uttiramerur chaturvedi 
mangalam.”° In the reign of Rajaraja I it was a tankurram in Kaliyur kottam™. 
It was changed as Uttiramerur and Uttiramelur. It was known as 
Rajendrachola chaturvedimangalam in the reign of Rajendra I. In the reign 
of Rajaraja III the name underwent a change as _ Gandagopala 
chaturvedimangalam”’. (Uttiramerur is located at a distance of 80 kms from 
Chennai and is almost equal distance from towns like Kanchi, Vandavasi, 


Cheyyar, Chengalpattu and Madurantakam”.) 


3. Mamallapuram Shore temple: The Shore temple — complex 
comprises of three shrines along with the accessory mandapas, prakaras and 
entrances. The larger vimana facing the sea on the east and the smaller 
vimana at its rear facing the west are Siva temples dedicated to 
Kshatriyasimhesvara and Rajasimhesvara respectively. In between them is 
wedged a rectangular mandapa, devoid of any superstructure and built over a 
recumbent Vishnu carved on a low, rocky out crop that existed even before its 
construction. It is named Narapatisimha Pallava vishnugriha, according to an 
inscription assigned to the VUI century A.D. found on the lintel over the 
shrine. The names of all the three shrines are based an the birudas of 
Rajasimha who is credited with the creation of the temple’. The earliest of 
the six inscriptions found here is an eulogy of the king to whom many rulers 
offered obeisance.” An inscription of Rajaraja I mentions the temple of 
Jalasayanadevar while another refer to the temples of Kshatriyasimha Pallava 
Isvaram of Jalasayanam, Rajasimha Pallava Isvaram and Pallikondarulina 
devar”. A ninth year inscription of Rajendra II mentions the temple of 
Kadalmallai.”° Mamallapuram was a nagaram of Amurnadu, a subdivision of 


Amur Kottam.”’ ‘Mamallapuram is 50 k.ms away from Chennai). 
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IV. Structural temples, based on inscriptions 

A number of Vaishnava temples exist in Tondaimandalam where the 
earliest inscriptions belong to the Pallava period. Although continuous 
renovations have robbed these temples of their original trace, they are 
assigned to the Pallava period on the basis of the earliest inscriptions, found in 


them. 


1, Sivanvayal — Vaikuntha Varadarajaperumal temple: An inscription 
found on a broken column in front of the temple and probably belonging to 
the reign of Narasimhavarman contains an eulogy of Simhavarman, the earlier 
ruler. An undated inscription assigned to the 9" century credits a brahmana 
lady named Kumarichachani with the construction of the temple of 
Vaikunthanathar. A slab that lay near a ruined Siva temple, belonging to the 
first year of Kampavarman (A.D. 869) mentions the name of Sivanvayal”’. 

2% Kuram — Kesavaperumal temple: Inscriptions of the Pallava rulers 
Dantivarman, Nandivarman II and Nirpatungavarman and of the Chola rulers 
Parantaka I and Rajaraja I are concerned with the activities of the sabha and 
so they do not refer to the temple or its fortunes. In the reign of Parantaka I 
Kuram was located in Nirvelur nadu, a subdivision of Urrukkattu kottam. In 
the reign of Rajaraja I, it was named Vijayavinida chaturvedimangalam and 
Vidyavinida chaturvedimangalam.” The original temple must have consisted 
of a garbagriha and an ardhamandapa. The pyramidal vimana is more 
elongated and less massive than most of the Pallava temples of the age. It 
could be considered as a monument of the period of transition from the 


Pallavas to the Cholas® (Kuram is located near Kanchipuram). 


oe Tirumukkudal — Venkatesaperumal temple: The earliest inscription 
found here records a gift to the temple of Vishnu Bhatara as it was called in 
the reign of Nripatungavarman®’. Two inscriptions of Rajaraja I and ten of 


Rajendra I are primarily concerned with routine gifts to the temple of 
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“Tirumukkudal Alvar” in Madhurantaka chaturvedimangalam. Gift was made 
to the temple of Vennaikuttar (Lord Krishna) located near Nirkunram, the 
northern hamlet is Madhurantaka chaturvedimangalam, a taniyur in Kalattur — 
kottam®. A long inscription of Virarajendra not only narrates the events of the 
early part of his reign, but also gives an insight into the working of the 
government at various levels. It also provides valuable information on the 
functions of the temple, the Vedic college, the hostel and the hospital attached 


to it®. (Tirumukkudal is located on the Kanchipuram- Chengalpattu route.) 


A. Kaveripakkam - Varadarajaperumal temple: The availability of 
four inscriptions of Nripatunga and Kampavarman testify to the later Pallava 
origin of the temple. The early Chola inscriptions are concerned with the 
activities of the sabha and the variams. An inscription of Vijaya Gandagopala 
mentions the temple as that of Alagiyaperumal. The place was known as 
Kavidippakkam alias Avaninarayana — chaturvedimangalam in Padavur — 
kottam in the reign of Nripatunga and as _ Vijaya Gandagopala 
chaturvedimangalam in the reign of Vijaya Gandagopala™. (Kaveripakkam is 


located on the Chennai — Vellore highway, 10 kms east of Walajapet.) 


5. Ukkal — ruined Vishnu Temple: The earliest of the 15 inscriptions 
belonging to the reign of Kampavarman testify to the existence of the temple 
in the Pallava age”. The availability of Chola inscriptions belonging to the 
reign Aditya I, Parantaka I, Aditya II, Sundara Chola, Rajaraja I and 
Rajadhiraja I and even of Vijaya Gandagopala describing not only gifts of 
land, gold and sheep, but also the activities of the sabha and the variams prove 
that the temple was the hub of the vast network of social, religious, economic 


and political life of the place. The village and the temple were an integrated whole 
(66) 


The village was known as Sivachulamani chaturvedimangalam alias 


Aparajitha chaturvedimangalam in Pagur nadu in Pagur kottam, according to 
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an inscription of Aditya I. The temple was called Bhuvanimanikka 
vishnugriha in  Sivachulamanimangalam alias = Srivikramabharana 
chaturvedimangalam, a tankuru of Kaliyur kottam in the reign of Parantaka I. The 
name of Ukkal finds a place for the first time in the reign of Rajaraja 1°”. 
Sivachudamani was the surname of Rajasimha while Aparajitha was a Pallava 
ruler; Prithvimanikkam was a queen of Nripatunga and Bhuvanimanikka was 
a variant of the same name. These names suggest Pallava associations. The 
temple could have originated at the instance of Prithvimanikkam™. (Ukkal is 


11kms away from Mamandur on the Kanchi Vandavasi route.) 


6. Kavanthandalam -— Lakshminarayanaperumal temple: Three 
inscriptions of Kampavarman describe grants made to the temple of 
Manasarppa vishnugriham named after Manasarppa who arranged for the 
construction of the temple at the village of Chaturvedimangalam as the place 
was called®’. The temple of later Pallava origin was patronised by the Cholas. 
Inscriptions of Rajendra I and Kulothunga I state that Chaturvedimangalam 
alias Kayvantandalam was in Damanumadu, a subdivision of Urrakkattu 
kottam”. An inscription of Kulothunga III from a Siva temple dedicated to 
Cholisvara refers to the temple as Srikarana chaturvedimangalam’’. 
(Kavanthandalam is located a little away from the Kanchipuram — Uttiramerur 


road.) 


7. Solapuram — Perumal temple: The earliest of the two inscriptions, of 
the 23 year of Kampavarman (A.D. 892) records the construction of a 
temple to god Narayana at Kattuttumbur in Pangala nadu, a subdivision of 
Paduvur kottam. The temple was named Kanakavalli vishnugriham in honour 
of Kanakavalli, the donatrix’*. The village is referred to as Kattuttumbur alias 
Uyyakondan cholapuram in Mugai nadu, the Vadakkil — vagai of Pangala- 
nadu, in inscriptions found in the ruined Siva temple located near by”’. (The 


village is 13 kms away from Vellore.) 


45 


8. Urrukkadu (Uttukkadu) - Ruined Perumal temple: Two 
inscriptions of the reigns of Kampavarman and of an unidentifiable 
Rajakesarivarman refer to a Siva temple and a Sattanar temple, the latter 
being located in the Melaichcheri in Urrukkattu kottam”™. (Urrukkadu is 


located on the Chennai — Tirupathi route.) 


9. Nemali — Vaikunthavasaperumal temple: The earliest of the eleven 
inscriptions refer to a gift of land in favour of God Tirumerralideva in the 
tenth year of Aparajithavarman (A.D. 905)”. Grants were made for various 
services in the reigns of Parantaka I, Krishna III, Rajaraja I, Rajendra I, 
Rajendra II and Vijaya Gandagopala. A chief named Kilakkayirru Tiruvadi 
renovated the temple in A.D. 961-2, which came to be known as Kilakkayirru 
Tirumerrali in honour of his services”. An inscription of Rajendra I names the 
village as Nenmali alias Chalukikulakala chaturvedimangalam in Ilattur-nadu 
a subdivision of Kunravattana kottam’’. The basement containing the 
inscription of Aparajithavarman is the only original portion proclaiming a 
Pallava origin to the temple.”® (Nemali is 5 kms away from Tiruttani on the 


road to Nagalapuram). 


10. Perumanallur Vijayaraghavaperumal temple: The lone inscription 
of Vikramaditya Mahabali Vanarayar (A.D. 900) records a gift of land. An 
inscription found at the Bhuvanesvarasvamin temple (Siva) states that the 


village of Perumbanur in Nedi-nadu was a sub-division of Perumbanappadi.” 


11. Poyyanur — Vishnu temple: An undated inscription, assigned to the 
Pallava period, states that land was gifted to the temples of Mahavishnu and 
Mahadeva. An inscription found at the Agastyesvara temple at the same 
place, belonging to the reign of one Vayirameghavarman refers to the village 
of Poyyanur as Poykainallur, a part of Damar-kottam®’ Vairamegha was one 


of the surnames of Dantivarman. 
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12. Sirudavur — Vishnu temple in ruins: The existence of this temple in 
the Pallava age is revealed by an inscription assigned to the ninth century 
A.D., which calls it Satti vinnagaram. Reference to the temple of 
Tirumerralininrarulina Perumanadigal finds place in a fifth year inscription of 
Parthivendravarman. It was named as the temple of Parasurama vinnagar 
Alvar in the reign of Rajaraja I.°' Sirudavur alias Narasingamangalam was in 
Amurmadu, a subdivision of Kalyanapurankondachola — kottam in the Chola 
age. A Pandya inscription mentions the name of Narasimha 
chaturvedimangalam®’. The presence of inscriptions, covering a period of 500 
years testify to the prominence enjoyed by the temple and the village in 


historical times. 


13. Vilankadupakkam-Perumal temple: A_ fragmentary inscription 
assigned to the ninth century and recovered during renovation, describes the 
alrangements made by the sabha for feeding. (Vilankadupakkam is located 


near Red Hills). 


V. Temples lauded by the Alvars: 

A wave of religious fervour swept Tamilnadu in the seventh century A.D., 
marked by a fervid emotional surrender to God. The engineers of this 
revolution were the Saivite Nayanmars and the Vaishnavite Alvars. The 
Vaishnava tradition believes that Mahavishnu, finding the mission of 
spreading his tenets through his various avatars or manifestations 
unsuccessful, despatched his divine weapons in the personified forms of 
Alvars to accomplish his mission and to spread righteousness”. The Alvars, 
twelve in number, drawn from different castes and creeds, exemplified the 
ways of the Divine to purblind humanity. Some of them were externally on 
the move, traversing temples, delivering hymns by the use of simple diction 
and catchy tunes to woo even the common man and to stem the growing tide 
of heresy. This golden age of Tamil Hinduism was marked by a vast outburst 


of religious literature, much larger than those preserved in the canonical 
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editions made by Nathamuni. The outpourings of these minstrels of God 
covered 108 Vaishnava shrines, hallowed as “Divya Desams”. 22 such 
“Divya Desams” exist in Tondaimandalam. Only six out of the twelve Alvars 
have composed hymns lauding the divine traits of these shrines. The date of 
the Alvars is a matter of unending dispute and various views have been 
expressed by different erudite scholars based on their interpretations of the 
scanty data available “”’, However it is generally accepted that they formed a 
vital part of the religious renaissance that left its indelible mark on the Pallava 


age. 


a. The Mudal Alvars: 

Among the twelve Alvars the Mudal Alvars or the first three Alvars 
form a group by themselves. Poigai Alvar, the first in the list, appeared as a 
sibling in a lotus pond (poigai) at Tiruvekka in Kanchipuram on the Sravana 
asterism in the Tamil month of Aippasi, as a representative of Panchajanya, 
Mahavishnu’s divine conch. The soul stirring hymns indited by him are 
known as “Mudal Tiruvandathi”. On the very next day Boothattalvar was 
ushered into this world as a new born cherub under the orchard of Kurukkathi, 
a fragrant flower at Kadalmallai (Mamallapuram) as a personification of 
Mahavishnu’s gadha (thick cudgel or mace) named Komedaki. His natal star 
was Avittam. His name indicates “One who attained perfection”. He has a 
collection of hymns named “Irandam Tiruvandathi” to his credit. On the next 
day Peyyalvar regenerated on as representative of Nandaka, the Lord’s divine 
sword, in a little lily pond at Tiruallikkeni (Triplicane) in Chennai on the day 
of the Sadayam asterism. He was immersed in devotion to Sriman Narayanan 
to such an extent that he behaved like a “possessed one” (Pei).° Prof. T. 
Govindan feels that it was a corrupted form of Periya Ayan who was a leader 
of the Ayar tribe who enjoyed a significant status in the Kalabhra period.°™. 
The collection of hymns attributed to him is known a “Mundram 


Tiruvandathi’”. 
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b. Thirumalisai Alvar: 

Sage Bhargava was steeped in penance at the hallowed spot of 
Tirumalisai near Chennai. He was enamoured by a paragon of bewitching 
charm named Kanakangi who was commissioned by the celestials to undo his 
penance. The damsel delivered a still-born foetus which they abandoned. By 
the grace of Mahavishnu, the foetus gained life and blossomed as Tirumalisai 
Alvar. His natal star was Maka which fell on the full moon day of the Tamil 
month of Thai. This representative of Sudarsana, the divine disc of the Lord 
had a peep into all the faiths seeking the knowledge of the true Almighty, 
Peyyalvar won him over to the Vaishnava fold. The rest of his life was 
devoted to visits to pilgrim centres, during which he performed miracles. The 
collection of his hymns are known as “Tiruchanda Viruttam” and “Nanmugan 


Tiruvandathi’”. 


The hymns of the Alvars generally follow a uniform pattern. The 
fertility and natural beauty of the hallowed place is described. The general 
traits and the different manifestations of Mahavishnu are attributed to the 
presiding deity of the revered place. Occasionally the author exhibits his 
humility and modesty, requesting the Lord to shower his benefactions and 
grant eternity. Very rarely do they present any information of historic value. 
Nevertheless the availability of the hymns prove that those centres were 
established centres of pilgrimage in the age of the Pallavas. Barring the 
Vaikunthaperumal temple of Kanchi, all the other Divyadesams of Tondainad 
have been renovated, shifted or modified to such an extent that the original 
characteristics have totally disappeared. Those temples could have existed as 
humble shrines housing the main shrine and the ardhamantap, in the age of 


Alvars. 


1. Arulalaperumal temple — Kanchipuram 
a. Alvar’s Hymns : Tirumangai Alvar and Peyyalvar have made only 


a passing reference to ‘Kachi’ as the temple was known. Boothattalvar 
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mentions “Attiyuran”, the presiding deity of this temple, in two of his hymns 
(2276 and 2277). 


b. History of the temple : Like many of the huge temple-complexes, 
this temple was not built all at one time, but was the result of many centuries 
of growth and development®’. Nearly 138 inscriptions, belonging to the Chola 
and the Pandya age assist the scholar in tracing the history of the temple. The 
earliest of the inscriptions belonging to the 32" year of Rajadhiraja I (A.D. 
1050) mentions the temple of Tiruvattiyur Alvar. In keeping with the trend of 
the times of naming the temple and the deities after the names found in 
Alvar’s hymns, the Lord was named _ Tiruvattiyur Alvar or 
Tiruvattiyurninrarulia perumal. The other names attributed to the deity are 
Arulalaperumal, Perarulalar and Varamtarum Perumal, the bestower of 
boons®’. The name Attiyur owed is origin to the Atti or udumbara tree which 
formed the nucleus of the village and the temple. Attiyur was Sanskritised 
into Hastipura and Hastigiri and the elephant aspect was dovetailed into it in 


the Sthalapurana of the temple.”® 


A temple of unpretentious dimensions must have existed at the time of 
the Alvars. The sanctum sanctorum and the two front mandapas seem to bear 
features of the Middle Chola period (XI Century), although no direct 
evidences are available to prove this point. The presence of an inscription of 
the 32™ year of Rajadiraja I found inside the sanctum of the shrine of 
Narasimha proves that the shrine existed at that time. On the basis of the 
location of the inscription, the creation of the second and the third prakara can 
be assigned to the days of Kulothunga I. Naralokaviran, the minister of 
renown, constructed the kitchen and the invincible prakara walls, installed the 
image of the recumbent lord and gifted a golden pinnacle to this shrine in the 


reign of Kulothunga I*”. 
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The shrine of Tiruanantalvar, or the Divine serpent which serves as 
Mahavishnu’s couch, located at the north western side of the third prakara, 
was built by Siyagangan of the Ganga family in the 35" year of Kulothunga 
II (A.D. 1212). On the northern side is found the shrine of Kariyamanicka 
Perumal which had its origin in the reign of Vikrama Chola. Two of his 
inscriptions, belonging to his 8" and 11" years refer to the installation of 
Vikramachola vinnagar Perumal alias Srirangasayi°. The abhishekha mantap 
must have been constructed around the 21" year of Rajendra III (A.D. 1236) 
by Elambilakkattu Nayakar. The presence of his inscription which names the 
structure as Devamaradevan gives credence to this view. The shrine of 
Periapirattiyar or the senior consort is mentioned for the first time in an 
inscription of 21" year of Rajaraja III (A.D. 1236)’. This shrine must have 
originated a little earlier. Separate shrines for the Amman or the Thayar 
appeared in the Saiva and Vaishnava temples only in later Chola period. The 
mukha mantap was created by Vanga Kalingaraya of Kappalur, who was a 


feudatory of Vira-Pandya (A.D. 1259). 


Income from taxes were granted for repairing the gopuram in the reign 
of Kopperunjinga II in A.D. 1257°*. Alluntirukkalattideva claims to have 
granted 3500 kuli of land for the construction of the temple and its prakara 
walls and for the creation of a flower garden”’. In the reign of an 
unidentifiable Pandya ruler who bore the surname of Konerinmaikondan, 
Mahabalivanarayar installed the image of Pagaivarmudisudum Perumal. 
Ilaialvar Kalingarayar installed the images of Tiruvalialvar and Nayanar 


Emberuman™. Further expansions were made by the Vijayanagar rulers. 


The vast multitude of inscriptions of the later Chola rulers (six 
Vikrama Chola, 25 of Kulothunga III, 54 of RajarajalII and 21 of Vijaya 
Gandagopala) which mostly record gift of sheep, cattle, money, land etc by 
devotees from different parts of the empire for various purposes like lamps, 


offerings, worship, festivals and repairs, prove that the temple was a pilgrim 
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centre of renown. Special worship known of sandhis were instituted on a 


number of occasions. 


2s Ashtabhujaperumal Temple, Kanchipuram: Thirumangai Alvar has 
dedicated eleven hymns to “Attabuyangathen” while Peyyalvar mention is 
name of ‘Attabuyangathan’ in his only hymn ©”. The temple must have been 
expanded in the days of the Cholas. Gifts were made to the temple of 
“Tiruashtabhuyagrihattu Mahavishnu “or” “Ninrarulina Paramasvami” in the 


reign to Rajendra I and Kulothunga I . 


Bs Tiruthanga Vilakkoliperumal Temple, Thoopil, Kanchipuram: 
Thirumangai Alvar just mentions the name of Tiruthanga in two of his hymns. 
An undated inscription states that Alagiyamanavala Jiyar built certain parts of 
the temple of Dipaprakasa’’. The presence of sandstone in some parts of the 
temple prove its existence in the VIII century, when the Pallavas used 


eee) 
sandstone for construction. 


4. Tiruppadagam — (Pandavaperumal Temple) — Kanchipuram: Four 
Alvars have totally composed six hymns on Padagam as the holy place was 


known.?* 


Gift’s were made to the temple for various purposes in the reign of 
Kulothunga I and Rajadhiraja Il. From humble beginnings, the temple 
mentioned as Tiruppadagam” and Tiruppadagathalvar in inscriptions 


blossomed into a pilgrim centre of renown in the Chola age. 


5. Tiruvuragam — (Ulagalandaperumal Temple) — Kanchipuram: 


Four hymns of Tirumangai Alvar and two of Tirumalisai Alvar mention the 
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name of the Uragam’. The earliest inscription found here records a royal 


grant to a merchant community in the 18" year of NandivarmanlIII (A.D. 
864).'°' The Chola epigraphs refer to the temple as that of 
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Tiruvuragattemberuman and Tiruvuragattalvar “. The name of Ulagalanda 


Perumal occurs for the first time in the 20" year of Rajaraja III. A Telugu 
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Choda_ inscription names the God as “Tiruvuragattuninrarulina 


+103 
Paramasvami ~. 


6. Tiruvekka (Yathothakarin) temple — Kanchipuram: Four Alvars 
have made passing reference to Tiruvekka in 14 of their hymns. In addition 
Nammalvar’s only hymn on the Vaishnava shrines of Tondainad mentions the 
name of Vekka. Tirumalisai Alvar and his ardent disciple Kanikannan had 
sojourned at Kanchi, rendering service to the reclining Lord of Tiruvekka. By 
the grace of Lord. Tirumalisai Alvar transformed an octogenarian woman 
who was performing menial duties at the temple with dedication, into a 
maiden of unparallelled charm. The king of Kanchipuram who received 
tidings of this incident expressed his desire to return to youthhood to 
Kanikannan. The faithful principle retorted that the seer would not fulfill such 
mundane desires. The infuriated king ordered Kanikannan to leave his capital. 
Before issuing out of Kanchi, Tirumalisai Alvar beseeched the Lord of 
Tiruvekka to roll up his serpentine couch to accompany him, which he readily 
obliged. The king and the subjects were dumb founded at the sight of this 
miracle and entreated the Alvar to return to Kanchi. Tirumalisai Alvar once 
again invoked the Lord to return to Tiruvekka. The Lord, who responded to 
the behests of his votary received the nomenclature of ‘Sonnavannam seida 
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Perumal’ or Yathothakari. (One who responded to the words’). “The event is 


yet another proof of the glorious status of Tamil poetry in those days. In the 
presence of an inspired Tamil poet, God Himself was a felt presence”!°), 
This edifice was known as the temple of “Anantanarayana Paramasvami of 
Kanchi, who was pleased to lie as an anicut at Tiruvekka” (Anaikandarulina 
Paramasvami) in inscriptions of Parantaka I, Rajendra I and Kulothunga III’”. 
Ti Other Temples of Kanchipuram: Tirukkarvanam and Tirunirvanam, 
mentioned in lone hymns of Tirumangai Alvar are now small shrines 


accommodated in the campus of the Ulagalandaperumal temple. The temple 


of Nilathingal Thundam and Tirukkalvanur mentioned in lone hymns of 


33 


Tirumangai Alvar are housed as small shrines in the Saiva temple of 
Ekambaresvara and the Kamakshi Amman temple respectively. No plausible 
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explanation is given for this strange phenomenon’ ’. Probably the destruction 


of the original shrines must have necessitated this accommodation. 


8. Tiruppukkuli Vijayaraghavaperumal Temple: Tirumangai Alvar 
has characterised the Lord as “Poreru” who resides at the fertile Tiruppukkuli, 
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in two hymns. 


Most of the 33 inscriptions located in this temple, 
commencing from the 13" years of Sadagopavarman alias Sundara Pandya 
(A.D. 1250)'°, furnish details of the grants made for worship and offerings. 
Numerous images were installed at the temple during the Telugu Choda and 
the Pandya rule. The unpretentious original structure was reconstructed in the 
15" year of Vijaya Gandagopala who named the deity as 


d.1°° Perumal 


Vijayaraghavaperumal combining his name with that of the lor 
Kulasekharan Thevar Alagiya Perumal, the brother of Sundara Pandya (A.D. 
1237-1266) constructed the front mandapa of the Perumal shrine. The name 
attributed to the temple was that of “Chitrameli Tiruppukkuli Nayanar” and 
that of “Vijayaraghavaperumal”"’’. (Tiruppukkuli is located near Kanchi, a 


little away from the Chennai-Vellore highway.) 


9. Tiruninravur (Tinnanur) Bhaktavatsalaperumal Temple: In the 


two hymns of Tirumangai Alvar, the Lord of Tiruninravur is compared to a 
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cluster or heap of precious pearls~~ (Nithilam). Two inscriptions of the tenth 


112 


year of Nripatungavarman are concerned with a colony of merchants. ~ In the 


Chola period, Ninravur alias Virudarajabhayankara — chaturvedimangalam 
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was in Ambar-nadu, a subdivision of Pular-kottam. ~~ (Tiruninravur is located 


near Chennai on the road leading to Arkonam.) 


10. Tiruvallur -— Viraraghavaperumal temple : Eleven hymns of 
Tirumangai Alvar and one of Tirumalisai Alvar pay a glowing tribute to the 


various deeds performed by Mahavishnu who reclines on the serpentine couch 
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at Euvul as the place is mentioned.’ Five fragmentary inscriptions found in 
this temple record gifts for lamps, festivals and for repairs. An inscription of 
Kulothunga Choladeva mentions the name of god _ Pallikondarulina 
Emberuman of Tiruvevuli.’’° ‘Tiruvallur is 45 kms away from Chennai on the 


road to Arkonam.) 


11. = Triplicane (Tiruallikkeni) — Sri Parthasarathi temple : Peyyalvar’s 
lone hymn lauds the lord who has treasured Sridevi, seated on a lotus pedastal 
in his chest. Tirumalisai Alvar’s solitary hymn praises the lord who reclines 
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Based on this reference a 


on a couch fashioned by the five-hooded serpent. 
view has been expressed that the shrine of Mannathan or the Reclining God is 
the oldest in this temple. This view is not corroborated by any other 
evidence.“!” Tirumangai Alvar’s decad invokes the four divine forms — 
Parthasarathi, Narasimha (Telliyasingar), Gajendravarada and Rama, housed 
in this temple. The last hymn of this decad describes the impregnable walls, 
lofty towers and mandapas, shady groves and cool ponds that lend grandeur to 
Triplicane. These are the creations of the king of Tondainad (Tondaiyarkon), 


who is unidentifiable. ‘"® 


More than 45 inscriptions, mostly fragmentary and assigned to the 12" 


and 13" century have been released by the State Department of Archaeology. 
The earliest of them records a gift of lamp and kitchen utensils in the reign of 
Dartivarman (A.D. 808). It also informs us that a devotee cleared certain 
debts owed by the temple which had hampered the supply of offerings to the 
temple.“''” Grants were made in the reigns of Rajendra II, Virarajendra and 
Rajaraja III, not only to this temple but also to a number of Siva temples. 
Land was granted to god Telliyasinga Nayanar in Elumur nadu in Puliyur 
kottam."?°) 

12. Tirunirmalai — Ranganathaperumal temple : Boothathalvars lone 


hymn credits Tirunirmalai as one of the favourite dwellings of Sriman 
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Narayanan. Tirumangai Alvar has composed a decad and eight other hymns, 
describing the enthralling qualities and accomplishments of the lord, who 


chose to dwell at the hilly abode of Tirunirmalai.’*' 


Two temples — a hill- 
temple dedicated to God Ranganatha and a temple at the village dedicated to 
Nirvannar are regarded as one Divya Desa. 32 inscriptions found in the two 
temples commencing from the reign of Vikrama Chola and lasting upto the 


37" year Maravarman Kulasekhara Pandya, ~” 


record gifts for lamps, 
offerings and festivals. Four of them are found on the walls of the Narasimha 
shrine in the hill temple. 22 of them are located on the walls on the Nirvannar 
shrine and six are traced from the shrine of Chakravarthi Tirumagan at the 
town-temple. They mention the names of Singaperumal, Nirvannaperumal 
and Tirunirmalai Emberuman, housed in Surattur-nadu, a subdivision of 
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Puliyur kottam alias Kulothungachola valanadu.~ (Tirunirmalai is 3 kms 


away from Pallavaram, a suburb of Chennai.) 


13. Tiruvidandai — Nithyakalyanaperumal temple : Tirumangai Alvar 
has dedicated 13 hymns including a decad to “Tiruvidandai enthaipiran” (my 
Lord). It speaks of the passion of a damsel who pines for the Lord.’™* 31 
inscriptions including six newly-discovered ones have been traced in this 
temple, out of which the earliest belongs to the 20" regnal year of Krishna III 
(A.D 959).'*° The image of Manavalapperumal, the presiding deity was 
installed by two brothers in the eighth year of Parthivendravarman (A.D 
964)."° Three Rajakesari inscriptions describing gifts to the temple have 
been assigned to the reign of Sundara Chola, on the basis of their location 
below that of Krishna III. The presence of a large number of inscriptions of 
Sundara Chola who breathed his last in a golden palace at Kanchi, in temples 
of Tondainad gives credence to this view.‘’?” Images were installed and gifts 
were granted in the reigns of Rajaraja I, Kulothunga I and Rajaraja III. The 
entire village of Tiruvidandai was gifted to the temple in the 35" year of 


Rajadhiraja 1."°? .The presiding deity is called Tiruvidandai devar, 


56 


Varahadeva, Varahasvamin and Alvar Varahadeva in inscriptions. The name 
of Manavalaperumal found in inscriptions'”? later assumed the Sanskritised 


form of Nithyakalyanaperumal. 


Tiruvidandai was a devadana or tankuru in Paduvur nadu, a 
subdivision of Amur-kottam. Amur-kottam was renamed as Kalyana 
Purankonda Chola kottam. Tiruvidandai was accorded the name of 
Asurakulakalanallur in the Pandyan period.'”’ The dedication of a decad to the 
temple by Tirumangai Alvar, in whose name a mutt named Kalichchingan 
matha existed here testifies to the existence of the temple even before the 8" 
century A.D. The presence of the inscriptions of Krishna III, 
Parthivendravarman and Uttama Chola on the base of the central shrine 
proves the existence of this temple even before the accession of Rajaraja I. It 
is one of the few Vaishnav temples which retains the features of the Chola 


stone temple and which is still in a fair state of preservation.’*’ (Tiruvidandai 


is near Kovalam on the EC Road.) 


14. Mamallapuram — Sthalasayanaperumal temple : Tirumangai Alvar 
pays tribute to the “embodiment of truth and knowledge who resides at 
Kadalmallai Thala Sayanam” which is surrounded by lofty groves, in 26 
hymns including a decad. Boothathalvar makes a passing reference to this 


'8° The earliest inscription found in this temple 


place in his lone hymn. 
contains only the meikirti of Vikrama Chola. Money was gifted for lighting 
lamps at the temples of Ulaguyyaninra perumal and Ulaguyyvanda perumal at 
Kadalmallai in the reign of Alluntikka Maharaja Gandagopala. In the reign of 
Jatavarman Sundara Pandya a feeding house was being maintained by the 
priests of the temple of Tirukkadarmallai.“°?) The original temple was 
renovated in the Chola period. Some parts of the present structure could have 


belonged to the 13" century. 
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15.  Sholinghur — (Tirukkadigai) Yoganarasimha temple : Peyyalvar’s 
lone hymn alludes to “Kadigai’ which possesses fragrant flower gardens 
haunted by bees. Tirumangai Alvar offers his salutations to the lord who is 
seated on the kadigai hills in one of the three hymns dedicated to this 


hallowed shrine. !** 


The place where the manuscripts were preserved in a pot 
was Called “Kadikasthanam”. Fragmentary inscriptions found at the entrance 
speak of endowments made in the reigns of Rajaraja I, Rajadhiraja I and 
Tribhuvanadevan. Cholendrasimhan, probably a Chola ruler and his son 
Chiraimitaperumal who had erected the shrine of Anantalvar at the 
Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi were associated with this temple. The place 
was named Cholendrasingapuram at the onset; in course of time it had 


attained the name of Sholingapuram and Sholinghur’” . 


Thus the Pallavas initiated the process of temple building in 
Tondaimandalam. The successive dynasties continued the tradition with 


additions and alterations, besides creating new ones. 
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4. VAISHNAVA TEMPLES OF THE CHOLA AND 
PANDYA ORIGIN 


The art of temple construction rose to bizarre heights in the glorious age 
as the Cholas who “conceived like giants and finished like jewellers”. Their 
man-hewn stone products are characterised by grace and majesty that is 
arresting. The solid foundation laid by the Pallavas who had already evolved 
various components of temples, formed the bed-rock on which the Cholas 
developed their own style. The whole process was one of continuous evolution 
characterised by absorption and assimilation of new elements leading to 


corresponding improvements.’ 


Jouveu Dubreuil distinguished between the Chola phase (AD.850-1100) 
and the Pandya phase (A.D.1100-1300 A.D.) of architecture F.A. Graveney 
and C.Sivaramamurthi consider the whole process as the Early and Later Chola 
styles. K.A.Nilakanta Sastri postulates a three-fold division - AD 850-985, 
A.D. 985-1070 and A.D.1070-1300, with no Pandya phase as such. There was 
never any super imposition of one style on another. The Chola age was marked 
by a springtime efflorescence of all spheres of art, leading to the erection of the 
grandest monuments, especially in Cholanad, representing a high water mark in 
South Indian art and architecture’. Tondainad was also dotted with temples, 
much smaller in size, which stand as lithic tesimonies to their dedication. 
Unfortunately frequent renovation and gross neglect, have obliterated all the 
original traces of Chola architecture. S.R.Balasubramanyam felt that the three 
fold division of the development of architecture during the Chola period is a 


matter of convenience for a study of the temples. 


I. Cholas :— 
a. The early phase (850-985 A.D.) : 
The early phase was marked by small temples with a circular cella, within a 


square prakara, a vimana and a front mandapa. It was understandable as the 
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new dynasty was just finding its feet and its resources were restricted. No 
temple of this age has survived in its prime form. We are compelled to draw 
conclusions about the existence of temple on the basis of the earliest 


inscription found in them. 


1. Tirumalpuram -Vishnu Temple : No less than 12 inscriptions of the 
reign of Parantaka I commencing from his twelfth regnal year* bear testimony 
to the existence of the Vishnu temple of Tirumalpur in the first half of the 
tenth century A.D. Thirty more inscriptions from the temple provide 
information on the additions made and the grants endowed at the instance of 
members of the royal family, officials and other donors hailing from different 
parts of the empire to this pilgrim centre of renown.” It was known as the 
temple of Ninrarulina Perumanadigal at Govindapadi, probably a suburb of 
Tirumalpuram in Valla nadu, a district of Damar kottam in Tondainadu in the 
reign of Parantaka I. The deity enshrined in the temple was named 
Perumanadigal of Govindapadi, Govindapadi Alvar, Govindapadi Devar and 
Perumanadigal Kamsari in inscriptions.* This Vishnu temple has gone out of 
existence, with only a few broken images and stone slabs lying scattered in the 
vicinity to mark the spot of an ancient, venerated temple.” The name of 
Tirumalperu in Valla nadu, a subdivision of Damar kottam finds a place for the 
first time in a third year inscription of Rajaraja I found at the Manikanthesvara 
temple at Tirumalpuram.° (Tirumalpuram is 11 kms away from Kanchi on the 


road to Arakonam). 


2 Amidanallur - Vishnu temple in ruins : A lone inscription of the 17th 
year of Parantaka I (A.D. 924), found on a stone near the temple states that the 
sabha of Andanallur founded the temple known as_ Sivakarappadi 


vishnugriham.’ 


3. Vinnamangalam - Vishnu Temple : An incomplete and mutilated 


inscription found on a hero-stone near the temple tank belonging to the 7th 
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year of Koparakesaripanmar (identified as Parantaka I) is the earliest of the 
four inscriptions found here. God Tiruvakkulattu-Pillai in the temple of 
Tirumerkoil alias Tiruvirrinundaperumal koil received a gift in the seventh 
regnal year of Rajendra II (A.D. 1059). The village was named 
Vinnamangalam alias Vikramachola chaturvedimangalam in Aiyampulugur 
nadu in Perumbanappadi.® An inscription of the fifth year of Virarajendra 
Chola (A.D. 1068) mentions the name of the temple of Viranarayana 
vinnagaralvar alias Malai Tirumerkoil? S.R.Balasubramaniyam opines that this 
is a revival of the older name of the deity in honour of Parantaka I. The temple 
which originated in the reign of Parantaka I was later rebuilt by a nandesi in 


whose honour it was named Nanadesi vinnagar.’” 


4. Pillaippakkam - Ruined Vishnu temple : Valuable information on 
election to the local assembly, analoguous to those located at Uttiramerur is 
furnished by a 19th year inscription of Parantaka I found on a slab. Inscriptions 
found in a_ ruined Siva temple state that Pillaippakkam alias 
Kaitavakaivanallur was located in Maganur nadu, a sub division of Sengattuk- 


kottam.’" 


5. Vadamadurai - Adikesavaperumal temple : Garden was gifted as 
stridana for Goddess Sita on the occasion of her consecration and marriage 
with Tiruvayodhi Chakravarthi (Rama) in Jayamkondachola  chatur 
vedimangalam in Vengal nadu in Paiyur - llankottam in the 25th year of 
Parantaka I.’ When the dilapidated temple was refurbished, the image of 
Adikesavaperumal was installed as the main deity. The inscription describing 
the Ramar temple found its way to the roof portion of the temple.” 


(Vadamadurai is located near Periyapalayam). 


6. Tiruttani - Vijayaraghavaperumal temple : The earliest inscriptions 
records a gift of land to the temple of Tiruvandapuram located in the village of 


Tiruttaniyal in the reigns of Parantaka I and Rajendra I.'* Two undated 
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inscriptions, written in Sanskrit, state that the temple was built by a descendant 
of Karikala named Narayana Raja. The Telugu Chodas claimed descent from 
Karikala. The language of the inscription is Telugu. Probably Narayana Raja 
was a scion of the Telugu Choda dynasty. A descendant of Narayana Raja 
whose genealogy is enumerated in detail, renewed the grants made by his 
ancestors.'° The temple that had originated before 941 A.D. must have gone to 
rack and ruins. The Telugu Choda and the rulers of Vijayanagar probably 
renewed the temple, without tampering with the inscriptions. The existing 
forms of pithi, prasthana, upana and vriddhakumuda reveal traces of 


restoration. '° Tiruttani is 85 K.ms away from Chennai. 


7. Pullalur - Vishnu temple and Kailasanathar temple : Five 
inscriptions found at the Vishnu temple, two at the Kamakshi Amman shrine of 
the Kailasanathar temple and two more formed by a piercing the stones of the 
two temples together, provide valuable information on the grants made in the 
early Chola age. Parantaka I’s inscription (34th year) found in Kamakshi 
Amman shrine mentions gift to the temple of Sri Raghava “who was pleased to 
remain in the temple of Tiruvayoddhi at Pulvelur” as the place was called. It 
only emphasises the fact that Sri Rama hailed from Ayodhya.'’ Gifts were 
made to various temples in the reigns of Parthivendravarman, Rajaraja I, 
Udaiyar Sri Rajamahendra and Udaiyar Sri Rajendra.Pullalur was in Eyir 
kottam. During the renovation activities the inscriptions of the two temples 
seem to have been misplaced. The original temple of Rama had gone to ruins. 
After renovation the image of Rama made way for the Goddess Kamakshi 


Amman.'® 


8. Pallikonda - Uttara Ranganathasvami Temple : 17 inscriptions from 
the 10th to the 14th century provide information on the grants made for 
offerings and for renovation. The place was named Nandikampa - 
chaturvedimangalam in Pali-nadu, a subdivision of Paduvur kottam. The main 


deity was Tiruvarangadevar of the temple of Pallikondaperumal at Kilal 
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Vichchur.’” The temple had enjoyed the status of a notable sacred centre in the 


Chola age. (Pallikonda is located on the Vellore - Gudiyatham route.) 


9. Manimangalam : The village of Manimangalam houses two Vaishnava 
temples dedicated to Vaikunthaperumal and Rajagopalaperumal. In Rajakesari 
inscriptions it was named Ulagamahadevi chaturvedimangalam, a taniyur in 
Chengattu kottam. In the reign of Rajaraja I, it was a brahmadeya in Makanur- 
nadu and was renamed as Rajachulamani chaturvedimangalam in the reign of 
Rajadhiraja I.”° From the reign of Kulothunga I, it was renamed Pandianai — 
irumadimenkandachola chaturvedimangalam in Kulothungachola valanadu. In 
the reign of Rajaraja III, it was once again renamed as Gramasikhamani 


chaturvedimangalam.”* 


(a) Vaikunthaperumal Temple : The earliest undated inscription of a 
Rajakesarivarman followed by two of Rajaraja I and one each of Kulothunga I 
and Maravarman Kulasekhara record gift to the temple which was known as 
that of Tiruvayppadi Krishnaperumal and Tiruvayppadi Alvar.** The temple 


known as Naduvilkoil is in a deplorable condition now. 


(b) Rajagopalaperumal temple : The earliest of the 17 inscriptions from 
this temple belonging to the 6th year of a Rajakesarivarman contains a Sanskrit 
portion which names the temple as that of Srimad Dvara in the agrahara of 
Ratnagrama. An inscription of Rajaraja III refers to the Vishnu temple at 
Ratnagrahara. It was known as the temple of Srimad Dvarapuridevar and 
Srimad Dvarapati alias Kamakoti vinnagar in the reigns of Rajadhiraja I, 
Rajendra II and Virarajendra.~’ From the reign of Kulothunga I, it acquired the 
name of Vanduvarapati Emberuman and Vanduvarapati Tiruvaykkulattalvar, 
reminiscent of the magnificent Rajagopalasvami temple of Mannargudi. An 
inscription of the same ruler mentions the name of Naduvirkoil alias 
Puravuvari vinnagar.”* Gifts were showered on the temple which received 


additional structures and divine images in the Chola age. On the basis of 
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inscriptions a pre Rajaraja I age could be assigned to both the temples. 


(Manimangalam is 10 k.ms away from Vandalur near Tambaram). 


10. Kayar Kamalanarayanaperumal Temple : The two undated 
inscriptions belonging to the fourth year of Rajakesarivarman refer to the 
temple as that of Urudaipperumal - Tiru - merralidevar at Kayaru in Kumuli- 


nadu, a subdivision of Amur-kottam.”° 


11. Peruvayal - Vishnu temple : A lone fragmentary inscription mentions 
the name of Krishna III.”° In the absence of any other information, it can be 
surmised that the temple must have been associated with the Rashtrakuta ruler, 


during his brief period of hegemony in Tondaimandalam. 


12. Minjur-Varadarajaperumal Temple : The earliest of the four 
inscriptions belonging to the third regnal year of Madhurantaka informs us that 
the Vishnu temple of Cholakulasundara vinnagar was constructed in that year 
by Kesavan Karugaikkon for the god Alvalakkesava.”” The surname of 
Madhurantaka was held by both Sundara Chola and Uttama Chola. The 
Government epigraphist assigns the temple to the age of Uttama Chola 
S.R.Balasubramaniyam considers it a monument of Sundara Chola’s reign, on 
the basis of the name Sundara found in the name of the temple.” Anyhow the 
temple must have originated in the tenth century A.D. The village Minjur was 
a part of Nayaru nadu a subdivision of Pular kottam.*? (Minjur is 19 kms from 


Tiruvorriyur on the road of Ponneri.) 


13. Kalambur - Venugopalaswamy temple : A solitary inscription 
belonging to the X century refers to the temple of Kalikesari vinnagaradevar. It 
was probably named after Kalikesari, a surname of Parthivendravarman. An 
inscription assigned to the X century from the Selliamman temple of the same 
village mentions the gift of a lamp to God Alagiyamanavalar of the temple of 
Kalikesari vinnagar. The village was named Kalamur alias Vikkiramachola 


chaturvedimangalam in Pangala-nadu according to an undated inscription of 


70 


Rajendra II from a Siva temple dedicated to Kasiviswanathar.*’ The temple 
could have been constructed by Parthivendravarman. (Kalambur is located an 
the Arni-Polur highway and is one k.m away from the Arnisalai Railway 


station.) 


14. Madhuramangalam -Vaikunthaperumal Temple : A _ lone 
fragmentary inscription probably belonging to the ninth year of 
Parthivendravarman mentions the name of Oloka maharayar. An inscription of 
the same year from the Siva temple dedicated to Ullangaikulunda Nayanar 
records a gift by the same Oloka maharayar whose identity in unknown, to the 
temple of Oloka maharaya - Tiruchirrambalathalvar at Malai mangalam in 
Manayir - kottam.*’ (Madhuramangalam is eight k.ms away from Sunguvar 


Chattiram which is on the Chennai - Kanchi route.) 


15. Kappalur - (a) Vishnu temple : Six inscriptions from the 
Tirukkamesvara (Siva) temple furnish facts about a Vishnu temple named 
Kaliyaditta vinnagar that existed at Kappalur. Gifts were made to the temple in 
the reigns of Aditya II Karikala (A.D. 970), Rajaraja I and Rajaraja III. On the 
basis of the earliest inscription, the Government epigraphist assigns the temple 
to the reign of Aditya II Karikala.** The temple of Kaliyaditta vinnagar was in 
Kamappullur, a part of Vasukur nadu, a subdivision of Palkunra kottam, 
according to an inscription of Krishna III. The name of the village was changed 
as Kamappullur alias Rajachulamani chaturvedimangalam in Mandaikula-nadu, 
according to an inscription of Rajendra I. It was stated as Sungamtavirthachola 
chaturvedimangalam in Pangala nadu in an inscription of Kulothunga III.” An 
incomplete inscription dated 904 AD, from the Tirukkamisvara temple 
mentions the name of God Vishnu at the Melai Srikoil at Kamappullur. God 
Pallikondarulinadeva in the temple of Jananatha vinnagar in the same village, 
received a gift of land in the reign of Rajendra I. An inscription of Parantaka I 
from the Sapthamatrika shrine states that the consort of a chieftain of Pangal 


nadu and her son built the shrine of Sankaranarayana. In the reign of Rajaraja 
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Ill, land was gifted to the shrines of Sankaranarayanadeva and 
Narayanaperumal, according to an inscription from the Virabhadra temple.“ 
In the absence of any corroborative evidence, it is impossible to identify these 


temples. 


(b) Vijayaraghavaperumal temple: The temple found in the western part 
of the village contains fragmentary inscriptions of Kampavarman, Krishna III 
and the early Chola rulers. Inscriptions found at the shrine of Maragathavalli 
Thayar are misplaced. When the ancient temple of late Pallava foundation was 
renovated, inscriptions from other dilapidated temples must have found a place 
on the walls of this shrine.*? (Kappalur is located three k.ms away from 


Kalasappakam, on the Polur - Chengam Road.) 


16. Karivedu - Gajendravaradaperumal temple : A solitary, fragmentary 
inscription assigned to the tenth century A.D. refers to a grant of land and to 
certain variams. Two inscriptions from a local Siva temple named 
Hariprasadesvara mention the temples of Vishnugrihattu Madeva and 
Arikkarulisvaram Udaiya Nayanar. The village was known as Karivedu alias 
Kulothungachola - nallur in Karivedu nadu, a sub - division of Damar-kottam.°*° 
The scanty data testifies to the existence of the temple in the X Century A.D. 


(Karivedu is 29 k.ms away from Arakonam. ) 


17. Karumbur Kariyamanikkaperumal temple : The solitary, undated 
inscription ascribed to the tenth century A.D refers to God Periya Nayanar at 
Karumbur. An inscription of Rajaraja I found at a dilapidated Siva temple 
refers to the temple of Peruntottattu Alvar at Karumur in Kumili nadu, a 
subdivision of Amur-kottam.*’ The temple was in existence in the tenth century 


A.D 


18. Kunnattur - Ruined Vishnu temple : An inscription dated 969 A.D., 
recording a gift of gold is the earliest one in this temple. An inscription of 


Jatavarman Sundara Pandya, assigned to the 13th century, mentions the temple 
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as that of Paramesvara, vinnagara Virrirundaruliyaperumal at Kunrattur.*? The 
temple was functional from the tenth century A.D. Inscription of Rajaraja I 
from a dilapidated Siva temple state that Kunrathur alias Marilimaha-kalisvara 
or Marilisamahakala chaturvedimangalam was in Mugai-nadu, a subdivision of 


Palkunra kottam.”” 


19. Anur : Vedanarayanaperumal temple : Seventeen inscriptions, most 
of which are undated and are assigned to the Chola age describe gifts of land 
for various purposes. One of them belongs to the reign of Parthivendravarman 
while five others are assigned to the period of Rajaraja I. An undated 
inscription assigned to the XII century, refers to the temple of “Naduvil 
Tirumurram Chittrameli vinnagar” in the centre of Aniyur alias 


Satyasrayakulakala chaturvedimangalam.”” 


20. Kaverippakkam - Sundara Varadaperumal temple : 

The earliest of the four inscriptions of the sixth year of Sundara Chola records 
the gift of sheep to the temple of Kirtimarttanda Kalapriyadeva.”’ V. Venkayya 
credits Krishna III with the construction of the temple, based on the Karhad 
plates of the same ruler. It states that, while encamping at Melpadi, Krishna III 
constructed temples dedicated to Kalapriya, Gandamarttanda, Krishnesvara 
and others. The Government epigraphist opines that if Krishna III had 
constructed the temple of Kirtimarttanda Kalapriyadeva, then the 
Rajakesarivarman inscription could be assigned to Arinjaya.** The other three 


undated inscriptions do not furnish any historical facts. 


(b) Second phase (985-1070 A.D.) — 

Rajaraja I to the accession of Kulothunga I : Erection of temples received 
great impetus in the reigns of Rajaraja I and Rajendra I, who raised the Chola 
fame to the acme of glory. The maturity of Chola art found expression in the 
two magnificent temples of Thanjavur and Gangaikonda cholapuram, which 


constitute a high water mark in Chola architecture. With these peerless gems, 
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the Chola architecture seem to have spent its force and the successive 
endeavours could not match them.*’ In Tondaimandalam only specimens of 


moderate size assignable to the Chola age on the basis of inscriptions exist. 


1. Velligaram - Vijayaraghavaperumal temple : The lone inscription of 
the 15th year of Rajaraja I, describes a gift of land to the Siva and the Vishnu 
temples. An inscription of Viranarasinga Yadavaraja, probably a Chola 
feudatory, found at the Siva hill temple dedicated to Somanathesvara mentions 


the name of Velligaram in Nedi nadu.“ 


2. Arpakkam - Adikesavaperumal temple : Five inscriptions 
commencing from the 18th year of Rajaraja I record gifts made to the temple in 
the reigns of Rajaraja I, Rajendra I, Kulothunga I, Rajaraja III and Vijaya 
Gandagopala. It was known as Tiruvira vinnagar Alvar temple in the earlier 
inscriptions. The name “Kesavaperumal temple” occurs in the reign of Rajaraja 
III.*° It can be presumed on the basis of misplaced stones, bearing inscriptions 
that the temple existed before 1003 A.D. and was refurbished in the reign of 


Rajaraja III.*° 


Inscriptions of Kulothunga I and Rajadhiraja II] from a Siva 
temple dedicated to Tiruvalisvara state that Arpakkam was in Magaral -nadu, a 
subdivision of Eyir kottam.*’ (The village is located on the Kanchi - 


Uttiramerur road, in between the Palar and the Cheyyar.) 


3. Perandur - Lakshminarayana - perumal temple : Only a worn out 
inscription of the 24th year of Rajaraja I, found on a pillar mentions 


Chitrakudam at Thanjavur.” 


4. Ramankoil - Sri Rama Temple : Two undated inscriptions of 
Rajarajal, found at this temple state that land was sold for offerings to the 


God.” 


Ss Ichambadi - Vijayaraghavaperumal temple : The solitary inscription 


of the fourth regnal years of Rajendra I (A.D. 1016) records the gift of land to 
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the temples of Sri Vaikundattudevar and Tiruvenibhagavar. Ichambadi alias 
Kundavai chaturvedimangalam was in Katta — nadu, a subdivision of 


Kunravardhana-kottam.°” 


6. Takkolam Dilapidated Perumal temple : A solitary inscription of the 
ninth regnal year of Rajendra I C.A.D 1021) refers to the temple of Rajaraja - 
Tirunarayana - vinnagar Alvar at Takkolam alias Kshatriyasikhamanipuram, a 
city in Panma - nadu, a subdivision Manayir - kottam.’' (Takkolam is found on 
the Poonamallee - Perambakkam route, near Tiruvallur, in the Arakonam 


taluk.) 


Zs Kaniyanur - Viraraghavaperumal temple : The solitary inscription 
belonging to the 24th regnal year of Rajendra I refers to a gift of tax free land 
to the temple of Anigova vinnagaralvar, by the assembly of Viradivakara - 
chaturvedimangalam situated in Peruntimiri-nadu, a subdivision of Paduvur- 
kottam. The temple was evidently raised in the name of Anigopa, an ancestor 
of the Lata chief Virachola mentioned in an inscription of Rajaraja I from 
Punganur.” An undated inscription of Kulothunga Choladeva found at the 
local Siva temple dedicated to Anigopanathesvara, refers to the village as 
Kanikainallur alias Viradivakara chaturvedimanglam, a brahmadeya in 


5 ae 53 
Peruntimiri - nadu. 


8. Madhurantakam - Kothandaramar temple : Ramanujar, the 
Vaishnava seer who was born in 1017 A.D., received panchasamaskaram from 
Perianambi at this place. The temple must have come into existence much 
before the earlier part of the eleventh century A.D.” Various gifts were made 
in the reigns of Vikrama Chola and Kulothunga II for worship and services. An 
inscription of the seventh year of a Parantakadeva states that land was gifted as 
tiruvidaiyattam. The Government epigraphist feels that the characters of the 
inscription point out to a date much later than that of Parantaka I. S.R. 


Balasubramaniyam offers a solution to the tangle. “Madhurantakam is stated to 
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be in Jayamkondachola mandalam in 7th year inscription of Vikrama Chola 
(A.D. 1125). The name of Jayamkondachola mandalam was the creation of 
Rajaraja I and hence this temple must have originated later. During the closing 
stages of the reign of Kulothunga I, his son named Parantaka ruled over Vengi 
and the northern part of the Chola empire. He was recognised as heir apparent 
around 1111-12 AD. This Parantaka inscription must have been issued by 
him”.°? The god was known as Tiruayoddipperumal of Madhurantaka 
chaturvedimangalam, an independent village of Kalattur kottam.°® The name of 
Tiruvayoddi Karunakaraperumal, found in an inscription of Kulothunga II lays 
stress on his benevolent disposition.” (Madhurantakam is located on the 


Chennai - Villupuram route.) 


9. Cholapuram - Vishnu temple in ruins : An undated inscription of 
Rajendra I refers to the place of Ulagalanda Cholapuram. The nagarattars made 


gifts of land and money to the Vishnu temple.”® 


10. Mangadu - Perumal temple : A 11th Century inscription assigned to 
the reign of Rajendra II refers to the temple of Kalikesari vishnugriham in 
Mangadu alias Alagiyacholanallur in Puliyur kottam®’. Even on a casual 
observation of the relics found in the temple and of the building style, a 
59a 


discerning mind could trace marks of the Pallava and the Chola periods. 


(Mangadu is located near Poonamalle.) 


11. Kattur - Virrirundaperumal temple : A slab that lay in the temple 
contains an inscription ascribed to the XI Century AD. It gives a detailed 
account of a guild of merchants. Inscriptions found at the Tiruvalisvara (Siva) 
temple refer to the village of Kattur alias Rajendrachola nallur near 


Perumbedu in Paiyur - kottam.° 


12. Chengalpattu - Kothandaramaswami temple : The original temple 
dedicated to Varadarajaperumal was in existence in the 11th century, A.D. at 


the place where the Chengalpattu fort stood. In A.D. 1885, the temple was 
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shifted to the place where the Kothandaramaswami temple is functioning.®' The 
only inscription located in this temple and belonging to the 12th year of 
Maravarman Virapandya describes a gift of cows and calves to the temple of 


Tirumallisvaramudaiya Nayanar at Arrur.” 


13. Brahmadesam - Kalyanavarada temple : Only a fragmentary, undated 
inscription of Rajadhiraja I describing a gift of land is available to prove its 
existence of the XI Century AD. It also refers to the presence of a temple 
dedicated to the Sun God (Adityagriha), a rare occurrence at that age.” 
Inscriptions found at the two Siva temples dedicated to Chandramoulisvara and 
Rudrakotisvara state the name of the village at various stages. It was named 
Rajamalla chaturvedimangalam alias Tiruvekambapuram in Damar kottam at 
the onset. In the reign of Rajaraja I it was renamed Karaikottu Brahmadesam 
alias Parakramachola chaturvedimangalam. Inscriptions of Kulothunga I refer 
to the village of Kadaikottu Brahamadesam alias Dinachintamani 
chaturvedimangalam. They also reveal the existence of two Vishnu temples in 
the village - Chola-kerala vinnagar Alvar and Tiru-Ayotti Alvar.™ 


(Brahmadesam is 25 kms away from Kanchipuram). 


(c) Final Phase - Kulothunga I to Rajendra II (A.D. 1070-1300) : 

Kulothunga I bestrode the South Indian scene like a colossus for nearly half a 
century, providing unparallelled prosperity, stability and success to the Chola 
empire. His accession inaugurated the last phase of Chola history and its art 
and architecture. He and his successors continued to contribute their mite to the 
temples, despite the vicissitudes of fortunes that they faced on the political 


front. 


1. Somangalam - Soundararajaperumal temple : A solitary inscription 
of the third year of Kulothunga I records a gift of land in favour of the deity 


Tiruchitra -  kutattu Alvar in Somangalam alias Rajasikhamani 
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chaturvedimangalam in Maganur nadu in Chengattu kottam.” (Somangalam is 


located on the Kunrathur -Sriperumbudur Road.) 


2s Pattaraiperumbudur - Soundaryanarayanaswami temple : Two 
inscriptions of Kulothunga I (4th and 42nd year) record gift of land to the 
temples of Durga and Mummudichola vinnagar Alvar and to a hall named 
Naduvir - tirumurram. The village was known as Perumur alias Rajanarayana 
chaturvedimangalam in Naduvinmalai Perumur nadu in Serrur-kottam in 
Kulothungachola valanadu.® The deity named Perumur Alaga Perumal was 
cast in a sitting pose in the august company of his consorts. When they were 
damaged smaller images were substituted.” (The village is 8 kms away from 


Tiruvallur on the road of Tiruttani). 


S Palaiyasivaram - Lakshminarasimha temple : The earliest of the 
three inscriptions of the tenth year of Kulothunga I mentions the temple of 
Rajendra chola_ vinnagar Singappiranalvar of Siyapuram. Two 
Konerinmaikondan inscriptions assigned to the 12th-13th centuries name God 
Narasimha Nayanar and the temple of Tirumalirumsolai Alvar at Siyapuram. 
The village of Siyapuram alias Tribhuvanavira chaturvedimangalam was in 
Nirvelur nadu, a subdivision of Urrukkattu kottam.™ (Palaiyasivaram is found 


on the Kanchipuram - Chengalpattu route). 


4. Narasingapuram - Narasimhaperumal temple : Four of the six 
inscriptions found in the Thayar shrine of this temple belong to the reign of 
Kulothunga I. Land was gifted to the shrines of the God, the Goddess and 
Ilaiyalvar in his 37th regnal year. A year later the consecration of the shrine 
was consummated and provision was made for worship and offerings. Land 
was sold in the reign of Uttama Chola. The temple of Madurantaka vinnagar as 
it was called existed in Madurantaka nallur in Kanrur nadu, a subdivision of 


Manayir kottam.” 
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It is impossible to ascertain whether the shrines of Rama, Lakshmana 
and Sita, consecrated in the reign Kulothunga was a subsidiary shrine or the 
main temple itself. The shrine of an earlier origin and dedicated to Rama was 
probably renovated in the reign of Kulothunga I. The temple was dilapidated 
after sometime. When it was refurbished in the Vijayanagar period, the image 
of Lakshminarasimha was installed in the main shrine. At that time the village 
was called Narasimhapuram, named after the temple of Narasimhaperumal. 
The idols of Rama, Lakshmana and Sita were installed at the Thayar shrine.” 
(Narasingapuram is located near Kuvam of the Poonamallee - Perambakkam 


road.) 


5. Manamadi Vaikuntha-perumal temple : The only inscription 
belonging to be reign of Vikrama Chola (A.D. 1133) refer to gift of cows. 
Inscriptions found at the Siva temple of Tirukkarapurisvara refer to the village 
as Kalakkattur, Tirukkarapuram and Vanavanmadevi chaturvedimangalam.’' 


(Manamadi is 6 k.ms away from Mamallapuram). 


6. Tirumalisai - Jagannathaperumal temple : The earliest of the ten 
inscriptions found in this temple, belonging to the 16th year of Kulothunga III 
(A.D. 1194) records a gift of land to the temple of Tirumalisai Alvar as it was 
called. It was known as the temple of Tirumalisai Emberuman in an inscription 
of Rajaraja III and of the Telugu Chodas. The temple of Jagannatha as a 
separate entity is mentioned in two undated inscriptions.’”? According to the 
Chola and Telugu Choda inscriptions, Tirumalisai alias Pukkaturaivallava 
chaturvedimangalam was in Mangadu nadu, a subdivision of Puliyur — kottam. 
An undated inscription states that the temple of Jagannatha was at 
Panchanadivana chaturvedimangalam.”’ The temple which had existed in the 
early part of the XII century, enjoyed benefactions from various donors in the 


reigns of the later Chola rulers and the Telugu Chodas. 
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7s Tirumalpadi - Ranganathaswami temple : A solitary inscription of 
the 40th year of Kulothunga III names the temple as that as Vikrama Chola 
vinnagar Alvar, to which land was gifted. The name of the temple suggests its 
association with Vikrama Chola.” (The temple is located on a small hill near 


Arunthode, 31 k.ms away from the Polur railway station.) 


8. Attur - Kalyana varadaperumal temple : Inscriptions of Kulothunga 
II and Alluntirukkalatti Gandagopala, state that the temple of Tiruvuragattu 
Emberuman existed in the village of Arrur alias Rajarajanallur.” It is believed 
that Vijaya Gandagopala, in response to a divine behest of God 
Varadarajaperumal of Kanchi, constructed this temple at the village of 
Nadipuram alias Attur in 1231 A.D.” An inscription of Kopperunjinga I, traced 
at the Siva temple dedicated to Muktisvara states that Arrur was in Arrur 
nadu, a subdivision of Urrukkattukkottam.’” (Attur is 5 kms away from 


Chengalpattu on the road leading to Walajabad.) 


9. Salukki - Sagaranarayanaperumal temple : Five inscriptions 
commencing from the fourth regnal year of Rajaraja III and covering the 
reigns of Rajendra deva, Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I and Maravarman 
Kulasekhara I furnish details of additions made to the temple, of provision for 
worship and of the new idols installed.’ The temple of Cholakerala 
Emberuman as it is mentioned in all the inscriptions suggests that the temple 
originated in the reign of Kulothunga IIIT who assumed the sobriquet of 
Cholakeralan, after his conquest of Karuvur.” Inscriptions of Kulothunga I and 
Kulothunga II, located at the Siva temple of Manukulamahadeva state that the 
nagaram of Salukki alias Cholakerala puram was in Venkunra-nadu, a 


subdivision of Venkunra kottam.®” 


10. Tirumagaral - Vaikunthaperumal temple : Five inscriptions of the 
reign of Rajaraja III provide information about the construction of various parts 


of the temple like srivimana and ardhamandapa, tirumandapa, flight of stairs 
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and Thayar shrine. The temple was known as that of Tirumerkoil - 
Virrirundaperumal at Magaral in Magaral nadu in Eyir - kottam.®' From the 
dates of the inscriptions it may the concluded that the Thayar shrine was 
completed even before the central shrine of the main deity, with all its adjuncts, 


in the reign of Rajaraja III.°* (Magaral is located near Uttiramerur ) 


11. Arasarkoil - Varadarajaperumal temple : Four _ inscriptions 
commencing from the 21st year of Rajaraja III furnish information on grants 
made to the temple of Tiruvarasur Emberuman or Tiruvarasur Nayanar in the 
reigns of Rajaraja HII and Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I. Arasarkoil was in 
Mattur, the northern portion (vada pidagai) of Sri Madhurantaka 
chaturvedimangalam, a taniyur in Jayamkondachola mandalam.” The temple 
which was in existence in the later Chola period, was renovated later by 
Rajanarayana Sambuvarayar.** (Arasarkoil is 3 kms away from the Padalam 


railway station.) 


12. Poygai-Perumal temple : An inscription of the 22nd year of Rajaraja 
III, found on the east wall of the temple, testifies to its existence in A.D. 1238. 
Five more inscriptions found here describe the various donations made to this 
temple of Chittirameli-malaimandala vinnagar alias Arulalaperumal at Poygai 
alias Rajendrachola nallur.®° (Poygai is located near Vrinchipuram, which lies 


on the Vellore. Gudiyatham road.) 


13. Tiruppattur - Varadarajaperumal temple : A solitary, undated 
inscription of Rajaraja II] mentions Viranarayana chaturvedimangalam, a 
brahmadeya in Rajendrasinga - valanadu.*° (Tiruppattur is located on the 


Vellore - Bangalore road). 


14. Tirumani - Perumal temple (deserted) : The only inscription of the 
38th regnal year of Rajaraja III refers to the residents of Rajaraja - vinnagar.”” 
Probably the temple and the surrounding habitations were known by the same 


Name. 
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15. Tenneri - Perumal temple : An undated inscription, probably of the 
reign of Rajaraja III, indicates an order of Madurantaka Pottappichcholan 
granting land to the deity Vijayanarayanaperumal, set up by the king in the 
village. Inscriptions from the Siva temple dedicated to Apathsahayesvara 
speak of similar grants.** Inscriptions from the Siva temple dedicated to 
Kandalisvara refer to the village as Uttamachola chaturvedimangalam in 
Urrukkattu kottam upto the reign of Virarajendra (A.D. 1067)."° Inscriptions 
from the Apathsahayesvara temple refer to the village as Tiraiyanur alias 
Kulothungachola chaturvedimangalam in Tyagavalli-valanadu, a subdivision 


of Urrukkattu kottam, from the reign of Kulothunga I.”° 


II. Temples under Telugu Chodas 

The Telugu Choda chiefs, who held influential position under the 
Cholas and who held the reins of government for a brief period, made 
magnificent contributions to the temples which bear their inscriptions in large 
numbers. Some temples have been assigned to their period, based on the 


earliest inscriptions found in them. 


i; Kunrathur -Tiruvuragaperumal temple : The only inscription 
available in the temple mentions the name of Ilandatta - vinnagar Emberuman 
at Kunrathur in Kunrathur nadu, a subdivision of Puliyur kottam.®! (Kunrathur 


is located near Porur, in the outskirts of Chennai). 


2: Atti - Kariyaperumal temple: The temple was known as that of 
Edirilichola vinnagar Emberuman in the eighth year of Vijaya Gandagopala. 
Gifts were made for repairs to the temple and for installing new images. Atti 
was in Venkuna kottam.”” S.R.Balasubramaniyam assigns the temple to the 
reign of Rajadhiraja II (A.D. 1163-78) who bore the epithet of Edirili Chola.” 
However inscriptional evidences place the age of the temple in the early part of 


XIII century. An inscription of Rajadhiraja II from the Agastisvaram (Siva) 
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temple places Atti alias Keralantakanallur in Perunagar-nadu in Venkunra 


kottam.”* (Atti is on the Kanchipuram -Vandavasi route.) 


3. Anakkavur - Viraraghavaperumal temple : The existence of the 
temple in the XIII century is proved by the two inscriptions of Vijaya 
Gandagopala, describing gifts of money for lamp and offerings.” (Anakkavur 


is 26 kms away from Kanchipuram railway station.) 


A. Poonamallee - Varadarajaperumal temple : Vaishnava tradition 
credits a Vaishnava seer named Thirukkachchi Nambigal (A.D. 1009-1064) 
with the creation of the temple. The devotee was involved in adorning God 
Varadarajavami of Kanchipuram with garlands fashioned by himself and 
waving chamaras before the lord every day. He was ordained by the God 
Himself to construct a temple at Poonamallee. He accomplished the task, with 
the help of devotees, before his death.” According to tradition the temple was 
constructed in the earlier part of XI Century A.D. However inscriptional 
evidences prove the existence of the temple only in the XIII century. The 
earliest record of the 24th year of Vijaya Gandagopala calls it the temple of 
Pillai (A.D. 1274). An inscription the 5" year of Jatavarman Vikrama - Pandya 
states that this Pillaikoil was found in the Brahmana quarter (agaram) of 
Kumuganippakkam in Mangadu nadu, a subdivision of Puliyar kottam.”’An 
inscription of the 13" year of Parantaka I found on a slab that lay in the 
mosque, mentions the name of Neduncheliya vinnagar Irundadeva at 
Pundamalli in Puliyur kottam. An inscription of Rajaraja I found in the 
Vaidyanathaswami temple states that Pundamalli was in Mangadu nadu.” 


(Poonamallee is on the Chennai - Kanchipuram route). 


II. The Pandyas and the Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam 
The tottering Chola empire looked vulnerable in every quarter and 
Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I (A.D. 1251-68) was too shrewd to miss the 


opportunity. The Pandya control over Tondaimandalam was only for a short 
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period. The Vaishanava temples received their benefactions now and then. No 
surviving temple could be assigned to their rule, though some of their 


inscriptions are the earliest to be traced in some temples. 


1. Mungilpattu -—  Prasannavenkatesvaraperumal temple: An 
inscription of Tribhuvanachakravarthi Jatavarman Sundara Pandya 


refers to the place as Mungirpattu alias Idangili - Kamanallur.”” 


2: Raghunathasamudram — Ramachandraperumal temple : Gifts were 
made to the temple for the conduct of worship, repairs, etc in the reigns of 
Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I, Jatavarman Vira Pandya and Maravarman 
Vikrama Pandya. The temple was known as that of Chittarameli vinnagar 


Emberuman Alagapperumal in Virkunram.'°° 


3. Sakkaramallur - Sounderajaperumal Temple : Two inscriptions of 
Jatavarman Sundara Pandya (XIII century) record gift of cows for lamps at the 
temple of Bhumisundara vinnagar Emberuman, as the temple was known. An 
inscription of Rajaraja III (A.D. 1231) found at the Tirukkandisvara (Siva) 
temple, states that the village was named Chakramudur, an independent village 
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in Damar-kottam. The place is associated with the divine disc of 
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Mahavishnu. (The place in 13 k.ms away from Arcot on the Arcot- 


Iluppaikudi route.) 


4. Tirumanam — Sundarrajaperumal Temple : A lone inscription of 
Jatavarman Sundarapandya (17"" year A.D. 1268) states that lands in the village 
of Tirumanam alias Arisaranalaiyanallur in Puliyur kottam was gifted to God 


Arulalanathan of the village.'°° 


5. Sattarai - Kariyamanikkaperumal temple : The lone inscription of 
Jatavarman Sundarapandya records a gift for celebration of Panguni festival in 


the Siva temple of Kuvam.'™ 
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6. Ulundai - Perumal temple in ruins : The only fragmentary inscription 
found in the temple records some pious acts performed by Alagan 
Manavalapperumal in the reign of Maravarman Vikrama Pandya III (accession 
A.D. 1283).°° (Ulundai is 3 k.ms west of Salavedu, on the Vandavasi - 
Sothuppakkam route.) 


Ts Ponnur — Alagapperumal temple : Two inscriptions of Kopperunjinga 
II (1264 A.D) and Maravarman Vikrama Pandya II (1290 A.D.) provide details 
of endowments made to the temple of Srikaranavinnagar Emberuman as it was 


called in Ponnur alias Alagiya Cholanallur.'°° 


8. Sirucheri — Nilamanikkaperumal temple : A fragmentary inscription 
assigned to the XIII century A.D refers to the sale of land by the assembly of 


Sivanseri.!°” 


9; Nedumbaram — Pattabhiramasvami temple : A lone, fragmentary 
inscription records a gift of land to God. A stone set up in front of the temple of 


the village goddess refers to the village as Nedumbirai.'©° 


10. Elanirkunram — Vaikunthaperumal temple : An undated inscription 
states that the temple was built by Idaiyaran Maviran Atkondan, a merchant of 


Arumolidevapuram.”” 


The Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam had enjoyed the patronage 


of the rulers and devotees hailing from different stratas of life over the years. 


85 


FOOT NOTES 
1. S.R. Krishnamurthi - Cultural Development during the Chola period, p.29. 
ue Ibid - p.27 
3. R. Bhoopalan. Tirumalpuram (T) p.80 
4. A.R.E 1906 — 303, 314, 319, 304, 327, 312 etc 
5. S.R. Balasubramaniyam — Early Chola temples, P.227 
6. A.R.E 1906 - 294 
if A.R.E 1949-50. 207 
8. A.R.E 1899 — 24 and 21. 
a A.R.E. 1899 -22 
10. Middle Chola Temples p.366 
11. A.R.E 1929-30 — 176, 173 and 171 
12. A.R.E 1952-3. 262 
13. N. Sethuraman - Ramar Koilgalum Kalvettu Cheidikalum in “Heritage 
of the Tamils; Temple Arts-” Op. Cit., p.58. 
14. 34" year A.R.E 1905 -449 and 434. 
15. A.R.E 1905-447, 448 and 450 
16. _P.Thangavel — Tiruttani (T) p.48 
17. A.R.E 1923 - 46 
18. N. Sethuraman. op.cit. pp 51-52 
19. A.R.E 1925 — 469, 470, 473, 474, 456 etc., 
20. A.R.E 1897 — 292 and 289; ARE 1892-7 and 6. 
21. A.R.E 1897 -291; 1896 — 23 and 20. 
22. A.R.E 1897 — 289 and 292; 1898 -250. 


22a. K.Krishnamurthy — Varalarril Manimangalam (T) — p.132 


23. A.R.E 1892-6, 7,3, and 2; 1896 -23. 

24. A.R.E. 1892-4 

25. A.R.E 1922 - 444 and 445 

26. A.R.E 1941 - 42. 81 

27. A.R.E 1916 - 134 

28. S.R. Balasubramaniyam - Early Chola Art. p.148 

29. A.R.E. 1916 - 133 

30. A.R.E 1909 — 246, 245 and 247 

31. A.R.E 1909 -321; 1929-30. 320 

32.0 TVs Ree ae gr — A Topographical list of the inscriptions in the 
Tamilnadu and Kerala States. Vol I, North Arcot District, P.151. 

33.  A.R.E 1938-39 — 274, 273 and 258. 


w 
sae 


A.R.E. 1938 -39 -271, 262, 286 and 288. 


35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
AO. 
Al. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53: 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
59 a). 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 


86 


K. Eswaran — Kappalur (T) - pp. 27-29. 

A.R.E 1945 — 46 -63, 64 and 58. 

A.R.E 1934 -35. 49 and 46. 

A.R.E 1941 -42.100 and 101. 

A.R.E 1941 -42. 108 and 110 

A.R.E 1932 -33 — 76 and 77; 2013-581, 585 to 602. 

A.R.E 1905 - 382. 

A.R.E 1906. Part I. Para 21. 

S.R. Krishnamurthi. Op. Cit., p.32 

A.R.E 1943-44 — 157 and 158 

A.R.E 1923 — 138, 139, 145, 143 and 142 

S.R. Balasubramaniyam — Middle Chola Temples. Op.cit. p.171. 
A.R.E. 1923 -132;1899 — 20 

A.R.E 1923 -73. 

A.R.E 1944 — 45. 20 and 21. 

A.R.E 1943 - 44. 164 

A.R.E 1921 - 274 

A.R.E 1940 - 41. 1 

A.R.E 1940 - 31. 2 

T.N.C. Devarajan. Vainavamum Alvarkalum. Vol II (T) Page.59. 
S.R. Balasubramaniyam. Early Chola Temples. op.cit. P. 100 
A.R.E 1922 - 391 

S. Sethuraman, Op. Cit. p.61 

A.R.E 1941-42. 200. 

A.R.E 1964 — 64 — 198. 

Dr.P.S.Somasundaram - The Chronicles of Mangadu Temples, p.40. 
A.R.E 1912 — 256 and 250 

R. Rajalakshmi — Sri Vaishnavism ; 108 Alayangal (T) P.105. 
A.R.E 1932 — 33 - 2. 

A.R.E 1915 - 267. 

A.R.E 1915 — 204, 261, 269, 250 and 263 

A.R.E 1901-182 

A.R.E 1952-53 — 244, 245 and 248 

R. Rajalakshmi, Op. Cit., p.126. 

A.R.E 1922 — 211, 212 and 215. 

A.R.E 1910 — 249, 244, 245, 246 and 248. 

S. Sethuraman — Op. Cit., - pp.59-60. 

A.R.E 1930 — 31. 229, 222, 213 and 221. 


72, 
73: 
74. 
73: 
76. 
Ti; 
78. 
79: 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
a: 
92: 
93. 
94. 
Jo: 
96. 
ods 
98. 
29: 


100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 


87 


A.R.E 1911 -2, 13, 11, 3 etc. 

A.R.E 1911 — 17, 8,1 etc., 

A.R.E. 1919-219. 

A.R.E 1921 — 301 and 300. 

R. Rajalakshmi Op. Cit. p.106. 

A.R.E 1921 — 285. 

A.R.E 1920 — 477, 474, 475, 478 etc., 

S.R. Balasubramaniyam — Later Chola Temples. p. 352. 
A.R.E 1920 — 467 and 470 

A.R.E. 1901- 225, 224 and 221 

S.R. Balasubramaniyan — Later Chola Temples. Op. Cit., p.377. 
A.R.E 1921 — 303, 305 and 306; 2013-567. 

Pulavar Tamaraikkannan — Varalaru Kurum Tiruthalangal (T) P -56. 
A.R.E 1887 -72 and 74 

A.R.E 1909 -252 

A.R.E 1921 - 188 

A.R.E 1922 — 243, 227, 233 and 226 

A.R.E 1901 — 198, 199, 200, 202 etc., 

A.R.E 1901 — 190, 192, 193, 194 etc., 

A.R.E 1929 — 30. 177. 

A.R.E 1912 — 302 and 303 

Later Chola Temples. op.cit. p. 282 

A.R.E 1912 — 297. 

A.R.E 1922 — 431 and 433. 

T.V.R Chari — Puvirunthavalli Perumdakai (T) PP 37-38. 
A.R.E 1911 — 32 and 31 

A.R.E 1938-39 — 302 

A.R.E 1921 - 140 

A.R.E 1921 — 123, 124, 125 and 127 

A.R.E 1940 -41 — 43, 41 and 24. 

K.M. Muthuswamy Pillai — Koil Kalanjiyam. North Arcot District Vol I. P-168. 
A.R.E 1954 - 55. 362 

A.R.E 1947 - 48. 82. 

A.R.E 1955-56. 241. 

A.R.E 1928 — 29. 391 and 392. 

A.R.E 1934-35. 14. 

A.R.E 1942-43-177 and 178. 

A.R.E 1912-305. 


88 


5. WORSHIP AND FESTIVALS IN TEMPLES 


Offer of worship to the different deities, at a specific time every day is 
an essential and established procedure followed in all temples. Worship or 
Puja falls under two categories - Nithya Puja and Naimittika Puja. Nithya 
Puja is associated with the regular ceremonies connected with daily worship. 
Naimittika Puja is concerned with the occasional ceremonies that accompany 
the periodic festivals and auspicious occasions’. The basic ceremonial rituals 
hover round the various forms of offerings, submitted before the deities which 
are mandatory to preserve the sanctity of temples. These ceremonies are 


ordained by the injunctions laid down in the agamas. 


Agamas 

The Vaishnavites regard the agamas as tantras, the samhitas or 
Bhagvata Sastra, which are the simplified version of the Vedas, serving as 
their crown.” The agamas generally fall under two categories - the Pancharatra 
and the Vaikhanasa. When Madhu and Kaitaba, two iniquitous demons 
removed the Vedas to the underworld, Mahavishnu revealed to five sapient 
sages on five nights, the ways and means of propitiating him. These doctrines 
which describe the five forms of Mahavishnu are known as Pancharatra 
Agamas.” Mahavishnu chastised the demons to retrieve the Vedas. He found 
that his devotees had adopted the principles of Pancharatra Agama to the utter 
neglect of the Vedic doctrines. He created Vikhanas as his manifestation to 
preach the Vedic form of worship. The condensed version of the preachings 
of sage Vikhanas is known as Vaikhanasa Agama.* Worship is organised in 
all Vaishnava temples in accordance with the principles prescribed by one of 
these agamas. An inscription from Uttiramerur mentions the names of 
Vaikhanasam Sridharabhattan and his son Vaikhanasam Damodirabhattan 
who were past masters in the Vaikhanasa form of worship. The Vaikhanasas 


of the Tirumukkudal temple seem to have played a prominent role in the 
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administration of the temples.° The sabha of Uttiramerur apportioned 4 shares 
to the Vaikhanasas of the Kongaraya school, in exchange for archana-vrittis 
they held previously at Arisanamangalam. Arulalaperumal was granted land 


as Vaikhanasa-kani for the conduct of worship at the Palayasivaram temple ** 


1. Daily worship : Inscriptions bear testimony to the conduct of pujas at 


least three times everyday with regular offerings in temples. 


(a) Early morning services or Tiruppalli eluchchi : Worship 
commences with tiruppalli eluchchi to the accompaniment of music. In the 
6th year of Kampavarman land was assigned to Damodira-bhattan for 
worship, with one sacred food offering during the early morning services to 
Mahavishnu of Govardhana in Uttiramerur. Tribhuvana Mahadeviyar, queen 
of Parthivendravarman gifted land for sounding of drums at tiruppalli 
eluchchi in the temple of Sribali vishnugriham, Uttiramerur (AD 968-69)’. 
Land was gifted for sounding music during the early morning and other 
services at the temples of Velligaram, and Ichambadi in the reigns of Rajaraja 
I and Rajendra I.’ Anukaapallavaraiyan gifted money for offerings at the early 
morning services in the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi in A.D. 1115. Land 
was donated for the expenses of tiruppalli eluchchi to the deity of the temple 


at Mamallapuram probably in A.D. 1147.° 


(b) Morning services : Tiruvengamudaiyan donated money for 
purchasing a cow to supply ghee for a lamp during the morning services in the 
Sunderarajaperumal temple, Sakkaramallur in AD 1260.° The hereditary 
enjoyment of 760 kuli of land was conferred on Vaikhanasam 
Damodirabhattan for offering sacred food during forenoon (Purvvahnam) to 
god Mahavishnu Irunda Perumanadigal, installed at a mandapa in 


Vamanacheri in Uttiramerur in the 8th year of Kampavarman’’, 
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(c) Mid-day services : The Vaikunthavasaperumal temple at Nemali 
received lands for providing offerings during the mid-day services in the 13th 
year of Parantaka I (A.D. 920), while Sri Govindapadi Narayanan endowed 
land for submitting mid-day offerings to the image of Manavalapperumal in 
the temple of Ninrarulina Perumanadigal at Govindapadi in A.D. 984'". Gold 
was granted for feeding brahmanas before the mid day offerings to god 
Perumanadigal of Puvanimanikka vishnugriham at Sivachulamanimangalam 
(A.D. 894) while 550 kuli of land was gifted for the daily offer of sacred food 
of four nali of rice to the deity at the shrine of Tiruvaimolidevar in the same 


temple in the reign of Rajaraja I (A.D. 998)." 


(d) Midnight (Ardhajama services) : Koyil Kannapiratti endowed 146% 
kuli of land for daily expenses during the ardhajama services at the temple of 
Ninrarulina Perumanadigal at Govindapadi probably in A.D. 983. An 
inscription of Rajaraja I from the Vedanarayanaperumal temple in Amur 
speaks of the arrangements made by the sabha for midnight offerings and 
worship probably at the temple of Devendirattu Perumanadigal.'* Income 
from certain taxes in the village was assigned for the submission of night 


offerings at the Viraraghava-perumal temple, Anakkavur.'” 


(e) Worship twice a day : The mahasabha nominated a brahmana priest 
to offer worship to god Mahadeva at Brahmasarigriham, Uttiramerur, with 


three nali of rice and ghee, twice a day in the reign of Nandivarman II'°. 


(f) | Worship thrice a day : An inscription of the same ruler registers a 
grant of four patti of land to a bachelor, brahmana priest, proficient in the 
Vedas for conducting worship thrice a day to god Mahadeva at 
Tiruppulivalam’’. An inscription of Kampavarman (A.D. 982) from the 
Perumal temple, Solapuram, states that land irrigated by a tank named 
Kanakavalli eri was gifted for various purposes, including offerings during 


the three services at the temple of MKanakavalli vishnugriham at 
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Kattutumbur’®. In the reign of Rajendra I land was donated for the conduct of 
three daily offerings to god Raghavadeva in the temple of Vellaimurtti Alvar 


at Uttiramerur.” 


(g) | Additional Services : An inscription of Rajaraja I from the Vishnu 
temple, Sirudavur specifies a gift of land for offerings during two additional 
services in the early morning and mid-day to god Palaipani of Karimangalam 
in Cholanad, while inscriptions from the Kailasanatha and Vishnu temples of 
Pullalur refer to an endowment of lands by the mahasabha and the 
Piranadhikarigal for providing three services in the temple and to conduct two 


services from the income from three pattis of land under their control.”” 


25 Special worship or sandhi 

Besides the normal daily worship, special worship or services were 
instituted by the rulers and officials holding a significant rank. Known as 
sandhis, these special worships bore the names of the donors in most cases. 
Inscriptions record offerings made to these sandhis especially in the 12th and 
13th centuries. The Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi accounts for a large 


number of such sandhis. 


(a) Sandhis at the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi : Dharmaparipalan, 
a malai-mudali of Kulothunga III granted 120 kasu for worship and offerings 
at the Dharmaparipalan sandhi instituted in his name in A.D. 1189. Tax-free 
land in the meltundam of Tirukkattuk-kottam was gifted for the expenses of 
the Kulothunga-solan sandhi instituted in the king’s name*’ (A.D. 1224). 
Madurantaka Pottappicholan Rajagandagopala, a Telugu Choda feudatory 
gifted the village of Tindurai for the conduct of Anaikkattinna - 


Sankaranarayanan - sandhi.”” 
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(b) Gandagopalan-sandhi : Madhurantaka -  Pottappichola 
Manumasiddharasan, the Telugu-Choda chief who played an active role in 
Chola politics in the reign of Rajaraja III, made munificent contributions for 
the conduct of a sandhi in his name - “Gandagopalan sandhi” on numerous 
occasions. The villages gifted for this purpose included Paluyur, Pudur, 
Vallaivayil, Mavandur including Erusevagachcheri, Vayalaikavur, 
Vayalaiyarrur, Uludamangalam, Kavirippakkam, Kundiarrutandalam, 
Manimangalam, Ukkal, Padaipparru, Paiyinur, Amedinallur, 
Akkaramerpakkam, Madaganmedu, Karanai, Tiruninravur, Tukankudal and 
Attupputtur~’. He also gifted the village of Kukkulam for the Gandagopalan 
sandhi instituted by him at the temple of Alagar, in Tirumalirunjolai in Pandi- 
mandalam in A.D. 1236.** The Sambuvaraya chief Rajaraja Sambuvarayan 
alias Alappirandan gifted land in Perunagar for the conduct of a service 
named Alappirandan sandhi instituted in his honour. It was stipulated that it 


should be performed soon after the Gandagapalan sandhi.”” 


(c) Others : Lands in Pulippakkam were gifted in accordance with a royal 
decree for the conduct of Kodandaraman sandhi in A.D. 1264-5. In 1267 A.D. 
lands in the villages of Perumbudur and its hamlets Melaipattu, 
Kottuppakkam, Panchalipattu, Payavaniyapattu, Kusapattu and Kachchipattu 
were donated for the conduct of a service Rahuttarayan sandhi instituted in 
the name of Nallasiddharasa who hailed from the Pallava family and 
Bharadvaja gotra and who was accorded ostentatious birudas. Kuvalapura 
Paramesvaran, Ganga Kulotbhavan and Kavirivallabhan donated land for the 
conduct of Amarabharanan sandhi, named after the donor in the reign of 
Vijaya Gandagopala.”° Taxes from some lands were assigned to meet the 
expenses amounting to 3000 pon required to conduct two services- 
Virakeralan sandhi and Sundara Pandya Kalingarayan sandhi in the reign of 
an unidentifiable Konerinmaikondan, while Nilagangaraiyan 


Tiruvegambamudaiyan made a_ tax-free gift of the village of 
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Vallavadaraiyancheri for a service named Kumaragopalan sandhi instituted by 
27 


him. 
(d) Other temples : Certain special offerings or sandhis were instituted in 
other Vaishnava temples also. Madhurantaka Pottappicholan Gandagopalan 
gifted land for maintaining a service named “Tiruvaliparappinan sandhi” 
instituted at the Ranganathasvamin temple, Tirunirmalai. The name of 
Tiruvaliparappinan, meaning “one who spread Vaishnavism” was attributed 
to the donor.”® In A.D. 1285, the village of Tirumullaivayil, exempt from 
some taxes was granted for conducting the Vijaya-Gandagopalan-sandhi in 


the temple of Tirumullai-Vayiludaiya Nayanar.”” 


(e)  Pandyan rule: In A.D. 1265 certain taxes were gifted to the temple of 
Nayanar Cholakerala vinnagar Emberuman at Salukki for conducting the 
Kothandaraman sandhi in the name of the king, according to an inscription 
found at the Sagaranarayanaperumal temple, Salukki. Three years later, lands 
in the village of Tirumanam were granted as saravamanya for food and 
offerings during the Emmandalamum-konda-perumal sandhi instituted in 
favour of god Arulalanathan, housed at the Soundarrajaperumal temple, 
Tirumanan®’. The sobriquet of ‘~Emmandalamum-Kondarulina’ borne by the 
king is indicative of his prowess. In the reign of Vikrama Pandya, Paduvur 
was gifted to the temple of Vijayaraghavaperumal at Tiruppukkuli for 
offerings to the “Vira-Champan-sandhi” instituted by Chambu Kulothunga 
Sambuvarayan Vira Champan on the constellation of ayilyam, the star of his 
nativity.”' In the reign of Jatavarman Vira Pandya II (A.D. 1306) Kulasekhara 
Sambuvaraya remitted taxes on some lands in Kilai-Vichchur for the expenses 
of the “Seyyarril venran sandhi” instituted at the Uttara Ranganathaswamy 
temple at Pallikonda. Four years later he granted the taxes due on the temple 
lands for daily offerings for the same sandhi.** An undated inscription from 


the Pattabhiramaswami temple, Nedumbaram records the gift of tax-free land 
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for the maintenance of the “Malaiyarayan sandhi”, instituted by Malaiyarayan 


Rajarajadevan.”” 


3. Special worship on the birth days and auspicious days 

(a) King:- It was customary to celebrate festivals with special offerings on 
the asterism of the king and his family. A 17th year inscription of Rajaraja I 
from the Varahaperumal temple, Tiruvidandai provides fascinating details 
about the celebration of the Rajarajadevar tirunal. This festival, lasting for 7 
days fell on Satabhisai, the asterism of the king, in the month of Avani. 
Twelve families (Pattinavankudi) of fishermen were dedicated to this festival. 
They were required to pay % kalanju per head and to render physical 
assistance.“ In response to the behests of queen Tribhuvanam Udaiyal, 
Kulothunga I granted the proceeds realised from the village of 
Kampadevinallur for the celebration of certain festivals and for offerings to 
the god accommodated in the Ulagalandaperumal temple, Kanchi on the 
asterisms of Pushya and Svati, of the king and the queen respectively.” 
Vijaya Gandagopala gifted the village of Tirumullaivayil exempt from all 
taxes for conducting a festival named Vijaya Gandagopala Chithiraitirunal in 
the Siva temple of Tirumullaivayiludaiya Nayanar at Tirumullaivayil.*° 

(b)  Officials:- Panchanadivanan Tiruvegamban gifted the village of 
Vadakkupattu to the temple of Pammalakka Nayanar at Pammal for the 
celebration of a festival on Hasta asterism in the month of Panguni the day of 


his birth, in the reign of Kulasekhara Pandya (A.D. 1304).°” 


(c)  Alvars :- Interest on 780 kalam of paddy was earmarked for the 
conduct of worship on 13 days on the kettai asterism(jyeshta) every year, 
which was the birth star of Poygai Alvar and Bhutatalvar, at the 
Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchipuram in the reign of Vikrama Chola. The 
various details of the requirements for worship are provided graphically. The 


annual interest was 390 kalams of paddy. 
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4. Conduct of Festivals 

Impressive celebration of periodic festivals during which the 
procession of deities was marked by a grand spectacle of pageantry created 
religious fervour among the congregation of devotees assembled in that place. 
Epigraphical evidences reveal facts about the various festivals and the grants 


made for them. 


a) Gift for festivals - Land was gifted for conducting festivals in the 
temple of Cholasundara vinnagar Alvar at Minjur in (A.D. 1016); 
Panchanadivanan Nallanayan made a gift for celebrating festivals in the 
Ranganathasvami temple, Tirunirmalai in A.D. 1212. An unidentifiable 
inscription of Kulothungadeva speaks of gifts for celebrating festivals to god 


Pallikondarulina Emberuman at Tiruvevuli (Tiruvallur).*° 


Madhuranataka Pottappicholan Tirukkalathideva gifted the villages of 
Amedinallur, Madaganmedu, Tiruninravur, Mavandur, Pudur, Vayalaikavur, 
Ukkal, Manimangalam, Paiyanur and Kaverippakkam for conducting festivals 
at the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchipuram on different occasions in the 
reign of Kulothunga III.°? In A.D. 1265, Vikramacholanallur was allotted for 
celebrating festivals at the temple of Tiruppukkuli.“ The residents of Vayalur 
donated land for the conduct of certain festivals at the temple of Ammai 
vinnagar Emberuman at Tiruvedimalai in the reign of Jatavarman 


Sundarapandya I (A.D. 1270).*' 


b) Periodic festivals : Various festivals were conducted throughout the 
year in the various Vaishnava temples of Tondainad. An epigraph of 
Kulothunga HI from the Vaikunthaperumal temple, Uttiramerur reveals an 
undertaking by the sabha to conduct the festivals of Chithirai, Tirukodi tirunal 


and Tiruvonam tirunal.*” 
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A private individual made an endowment for the celebration of the 
Vaikasi festival in the temple of Tiruvevuli Appan at Tiruvallur.’ A number 
of villages were gifted to the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchipuram for the 
conduct of monthly festivals by Madhurantaka Pottappicholan in the reign of 
Rajaraja III. Puluyur, Uludamangalam, Karanai and Attuputtur were gifted for 
the conduct of festivals in the months of Adi and Purattasi while Tukankudal 
was donated for the Arppasi (Aippasi) festivals.“* The village of Paduvur was 
endowed for the expenses of the Avani tirunal festival at the 
Vijayaraghavaperumal temple of Tiruppukkuli in the reign of Sundara Pandya 
II (A.D. 1293). Land in the village of Tirayaneri was granted for festivals in 
Purattasi at the Lakshminarasimha temple of Siyapuram (Palaiyasivaram) in 
the reign of a Konerinmaikondan*’. Gold was set apart for offerings during 
the Masimakham festival at the Venkatesaperumal temple at Tirumukkudal in 
A.D. 1015. 23 years later the assembly of Uttiramerur gifted a tax free plot of 
land for a festival on the Punarvasu day of Masi.*” An inscription of Sundara 
Pandya from the Kariyamanikkaperumal temple at Sattarai informs us of an 
endowment by the king for meeting the expenses of the Panguni festival at the 
Tiruvilkolamudaiya Nayanar temple, Kuvam.*® Three brahmanas from 
Paganur gifted 300 kuli of land in Alagiyapallava chaturvedimangalam for the 
celebrations on the Sangrama day at the temple of Tiruvuragathu ninrarulina 
Paramasvamin (Ulagalandaperumal) at Kanchipuram.” A goldsmith named 
Sittirameli gifted money for the celebration of the tiruvettai festival at the 
Jagannathaperumal temple at Tirumalisai.”° A 11th century inscription from 
the temple of Pallikonda mentions of provisions made for burning 100 lamps 


during the seven-day annual festival in favour of god Tiruvarangadevar.”' 


c) Festivals in favour of images in temples - Ur of Tiruvidandai granted 
paddy to the deity Manavala Perumal in the months of Panguni and Chithirai 
in the reign of Parthivendravarman”’. In A.D 1017, the great assembly of 


Uttiramerur gifted lands for the conduct of festivals to the image of Sri 
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Krishna stationed at the temple of Kongaraiyar. Twenty years later, Vamana 
Kramavittan granted 50 kuli of tax-free land as stridana for the goddess 
Nambirattiyar, (Sita) on the occasion of her consecration and marriage with 
Tiruvayoddhi chakravarthi (Rama) in Jayamkonda-chola 
chaturvedimangalam, according to an inscription from the Adikesavaperumal 
temple, Vadamadurai.”’ An inscription of Kulothunga I (A.D. 1073) from the 
Soundarrajaperumal temple at Somangalam states that the mahasabha gifted 
lands for the deity Tiruchitrakutattu Alvar for various services including the 
tirumanjana ceremonies during the Uttarayana and Dakshinayana periods.” 
Uyyavandan Alagiyadevan handed over a tract of land for sacred offering to 
the image of Sokkapperumal in the temple of Vellaimurtti Emberuman at 
Uttiramerur during the Adi festival in the reign of Vikrama Chola (A.D. 
1129). Edirilichola Sambuvarayan assigned certain taxes in Pancharai 
Tirunallur for offerings and special worship to god Ammai vinnagar Alvar 


established by his grand father on the Tiruvedi hills, in A.D.1161.°° 


d) Music during worship and festivals - The Vaishnava temple was the 
greatest single agent which patronised the exponents of music and utilised 
their services on auspicious and festive occasions. It was customary to play 
music during the sribali and the tiruppalli eluchi services. An epigraph of the 
10th year of Aparajithavarman found at the Vaikunthavasaperumal temple, 
Nemali states that Sattandai Suttamallan gifted 100 kuli of land in the village 
of Singapure for playing music during the sribali services in two temples 
including that of god Tirumerrali-devar. Attirayan Narayanan Vasudevan 
gifted 1000 kuli of land for the same purpose in the 28th year of Krishna III 
(A.D. 967)°”. Income derived from all the taxes in the village of Tiruvulliyur, 
the southern hamlet of Uttiramerur, was granted to the uvachar of the 
Isvarabhattarar temple for sounding musical instruments during the three 
services in the temple in the 23rd year of Krishna III.” An inscription of 


Parthivendravarman from the Vishnu temple at Sirudavur, records the grant of 
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tax-free land to Tirachchina Acharayan for providing music with five persons 
during the three sribali services at the temple of Tirumerrali ninrarulina 
Perumanadigal.”” 

In the reign of Rajaraja I, the urar of Velligaram donated land for sounding 
music during the tiruppalli services at the Siva and Vishnu temples in the 
same village.®° The sabha of Ichambadi handed over land for playing music 
during the three services and during the early rising ceremony in the temples 
of Vaikundathudevar and Tiruvenibhagavar (A.D. 1016).°' An inscription of 
Rajendra I from the Adikesavaperumal temple at Arpakkam registers a gift of 
land by the residents for the maintenance of seven musicians for service in 
Tiruvir-vinnagar Alvar temple. In the same reign land was gifted as ‘Vadya 
maniyam’ to Rajaraja Vadya Marayan who was a past master in rendering 
music in the temple”. 

e) Recitation of Tiruppadiams — The practice of reciting the hymns of 
the Alvars, the holy men who traversed the whole of Tamilnad singing, 
preaching and organising the basic tenets of Vaishnavism, in temples was in 
vogue at least by the time of Rajaraja I’ accession. The tiruppadiams as they 
are referred to had attained a status of divine literature even before Nathamuni 


edited them in the standard form of Nalayira Divya Prabhanda. 


Reference to the temple of Tiruvaymolidevar at 
Sivachulamanimangalam is found in a 13th year inscription of Rajaraja I 


1. It is difficult to state whether the name 


found at the Vishnu temple, Ukka 
had any affinity to Tiruvaymoli, the composition of Nammalvar. Three 
inscriptions of Rajendra I, found at the Sundaravaradaperumal temple at 
Uttiramerur refer to the recitation of tiruppadiams. The assembly gifted land 
for providing three offerings every day to god Raghavadeva accommodated in 
the temple of Vellaimurtti Alvar, with a stipulation that food offered at the 


services should be given to the srivaishnavas who recited the tiruppadiams. 
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The assembly presented 2240 kuli of reclaimed land for various 
services at the temple including the recitation of Tiruvaimoli hymns by three 
persons during the morning and the evening services. Seven years later the 
assembly sold a tract of land to the temple for providing seven kurunis of 
paddy to three persons reciting Tiruvaimoli hymns.™ In the same reign, the 
Vaikhanasas of the Venkatesaperumal temple at Tirumukkudal and a few 
officials undertook to utilise the surplus paddy, for reciting tiruppadiams for 
the first time in the temple. In A.D. 1242 Perumaldasan donated 17% veli 
land in Periyananjeri to 58 brahmanas for reciting Tiruvaimoli at the 


Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi. 


f) Recitation of Sindu - Madhurantaka Pottappicholan gifted the village 
of Valluvappakkam for the maintenance of Tiruvalipparappinan kuttam who 


had to recite the sindu (ode) in the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi.” 


g) Tiruppadiam - “Kolamarkulal’ - A tenth year inscription of Rajaraja 
I records a gift of gold by Kulakkudaiyan Arunilai Sri Krishnan to the Vishnu 
temple of Tirumalpuram. It was to be utilised for singing a tiruppadiam 
beginning with the words “Kolamarkulal”, composed in praise of 
Govindapadi Alvar, the presiding deity of the temple by Muvendappidavur 


1. Such imitations 


Velar, the father of the donor on the occasion of a festiva 
of the canonical literature seems, however to be rare and unlike the later Saiva 


‘ ie aa a 69 
compositions, have found no place in canonical literature. 


5. Celebration of auspicious occasions 

Auspicious days like New Moon day, Full Moon day, eclipses and 
days of specific asterisms were considered as propitious for worship and gifts 
were made for special worship on those days. Gold was gifted for conducting 
the bathing ceremonies of God Mahadeva of Tiruppulivalam on the day of the 
Swathi asterism in the month of Avani and for feeding brahmanas on the 


same day.” The sabha of Sivachulamanimangalam granted land to god 
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Perumanadigal of Puvanimanikka vishnugriham to provide for oblation to fire 
(havana), festivals, expiatory bathing ceremonies (prayaschitta tirumanganan- 
gal) of the deity during the days of winter solstice, the solstice in Adi, the 
equinoxes in Chittirai and Aippasi, the solar and lunar eclipses, and for the 
supply of all required earthenware in the reign of Parantaka I.”’ In the same 
reign a gift was made to the temple of Ninrarulina Perumanadigal at 


Govindapadi, on the day of the solar eclipse.”” 


14 kadi of paddy was granted for offerings during the procession of 
deities like Garudadeva, Senapathi Chakkaradevar and God on all new moon 
days at Tirumukkudal in the reign of Rajendra I. Rice, milk, vegetables, curd, 
turmeric and betel leaves were offered. Provision was made for tying the 
sacred thread around the kalasam.” In the reign of Kulothunga I land was 
gifted for the conduct of the tirumanjanam of the lord of Somangalam temple 
during the Uttarayana and the Dakshinayana periods; In the same reign, land 
was gifted for festivals and offerings on the asterisms of Pushya and Swati of 
the king and the queen respectively at the Ulagalandaperumal temple 
Kanchi.”* The residents of the village who assembled in the temple of Damal 
on the day of Adi-amavasya corresponding to Pusam, Saturday and Vyatipata 
declared the grant of the village of Puttagaram tax-free for offerings and 
repairs at the temple of Porerru in the reign of a Sundarapandya, according to 


an inscription from the Vijayaraghavaperumal temple at Tiruppukkuli.” 


6. Others 

a) Resolution not to work on certain auspicious days : The sabha of 
Kavidippakkam after receiving a royal order resolved not to perform any 
work (karanam) on the days of Sankranti, new moon and full moon. It was 


decided not to employ women on those days, even if work was necessary. ’° 


b) Processions of Deities : Grants were made for the conduct of a procession 


of the utsavar idols on certain festive occasions. Tandaka Nadudaiyan gifted 
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1050 kuli of land to the temple of Vanduvarapati Emberuman at 
Manimangalam for defraying the cost of a procession conducted on new 
moon days.’’ Four kasus were gifted to the Madhurantakam temple and the 
interest earned by that amount was utilised for meeting the expenses of a 


procession of Tiruvayodhi perumal in the reign of Vikrama Chola.” 


c) Concessions during car processions : A dancing woman named Ayirattiru 
nurruva Manikkam and her descendants were granted certain privileges 
during the car procession as a reward for the services rendered by her to the 
temple. Another dancing women named Siyanachchi was accorded certain 


privileges like waving of chamaras before God during the car processions.” 


d) Rights of worship : Two persons had turn days of worship in a month at 
the Sundaravaradaperumal temple, Uttiramerur.*’ Nayimisai Devapperumal 
was accorded the right of worship in the temple of Pallikonda for five days. 


81 
He was also granted a house. 


e) Revival of worship and festivals : The nattar of the area assigned certain 
taxes due to them for reviving certain festivals in the temple of Paramesvara 
vinnagar Virrirundaruliyaperumal at Kunnattur in the reign of Jatavarman 
Sundarapandya.** Vikramachola Brahmarayan made a representation to the 
king that he had rejoined the temple of Tirumaliruncholai Alvar at Siyapuram 
and that he had installed the image of God and resumed worship. One 
Chediyarayan had granted the Vaikhanasa-kani which he had been enjoying 
for a long time to the temple. The king (Konerinmaikondan) reconfirmed the 


rights which the brahmana had been enjoying.®” 


f) Supervision of the conduct of the services in a temple : The residents of 
Kanchipuram, 48000 in number agreed to supervise the conduct of all the 
services, worship and offerings daily and during the special festivals in the 


temple of Tiruvuragattalvar, as established by old custom.” 
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g) Feeding devotees during festivals : Gold was gifted for feeding 12 
brahmanas for 30 days in the month of Kumbha at Tiruvidandai in the reign 
of Rajaraja I.°° Lands were gifted for feeding the srivaishnavas attending the 
tirumanjana services of Tiruchitrakutattu Alvar during the Uttarayana and the 
Dakshinayana periods at the Somangalam temple, in the reign of Kulothunga 
1.°° Land was donated for feeding the srivaishnavas and the temple servants 
during a festival celebrated at the temple of Kulothunga chola vinnagaralvar 


at Kanchi.®” 


Conduct of regular worship with the usual offerings and conduct of 
special worship on the auspicious occasions were the regular features in 


temples in the Chola and Pandya rule. 
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6. RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE AND HARMONY 


The seventh century A.D. witnessed a religious, revivalist outburst, 
heralded by the adherents of Siva and Mahavishnu, backed by robust royal 
patronage. Nayanmars and Alvars endeavoured assiduously to supplant the 
Jains and the Buddhist from the high pedestal that they had occupied. No 
doubt they made no secret of their animosity by pouring invectives against 
those faiths in their hymns. However a sense of harmony and tolerance 
prevailed among these two sections, who ventured to preach their tenets 
peacefully. Evidence of clash of ideas among the Saivites and the 


Vaishnavites are conspicuous by their absence. 


Tolerant attitude — Some of the Pallava rulers were faithful adherents of 
Vaishnavism. The epithet of Parama Bhagavata that was attached to early 
Pallava rulers like Simhavarman and Vishnugopa testify to their Vaishnava 
leanings. Simhavishnu, Narasimhavarman I and Nandivarman II were deeply 
attached to Vaishnavism. Cave temples, structural temples and sculptures 
dedicated to Mahavishnu sprang up. However the Pallava rulers were equally 
dedicated to Saivism and hence both the sects had a peaceful co-existence. 
The same trend continued in the Chola age, when tolerance was the rule and 
prosecution the exception. The rulers patronised all persuasions in an equal 
measure. Siva temples were embellished by sculptures representing various 
Vaishnava themes. The list of jewels briefed in epigraphs include several 
namams, the Vaishnava caste-mark rendered in gold.’ No doubt the Vishnu 
temples mention gifts made not only to temples dedicated to Siva, but also to 
other deities. Similarly several Siva temple inscriptions provide information 


on temples of Vishnu and of the grants made to them. 
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I. Reference to Vaishnava temples 


1. Saiva temple inscriptions : Inscriptions located in some of the Siva 
temples found in this area refer to a few Vaishnava temples that existed in the 
same village or its vicinity and the endowments made to them in the Pallava, 


Chola and Pandya rule. 


a. Pallavas : In the reign of Nripatunga, the sabha of Kavidippakkam 
consented to supply oil to the Vishnu shrine of god Tirumerrali adigal of the 
same village, according to an inscription found at the Siva temple of 


, 2 
Konkanisvara. 


b. The Cholas : Three inscriptions of Parantaka I, found in a ruined Siva 
temple at Solapuram highlight the grants made to Vaishnava temples. A ruler 
named Prithvigangaraiyar endowed a tract of land, while his subordinate 
officer Puttadikal granted 90 sheep for lighting perpetual lamps at the temple 
of Gunamalaipperumal of Kattuttumbur. In the same reign god Perumal 
(Vishnu) in the temple of Nandikampisvaram, located in the same village 
received a grant of 1600 kuli of land from Chendanarayanan for food 
offerings and for burning 60 lamps (dipa-malai).* An inscription of the same 
ruler found at the Kailasanatha temple at Kavanur states that 400 kuli of land 
was granted for a perpetual lamp to the deity Sridarapurattu - perumal in the 


same village.* 


Inscriptions found at the Tirukkamesvara temples at Kappalur, which 
was known as Kamappullur in days of yore, highlight the grants made to 
Vaishnava temples found in the same village. The temple of Kaliyaditta 
vinnagaralvar received gifts of money, sheep and land for lighting lamps in 
the temple in the early Chola rule.’ Inscriptions from the Tirukkamesvara and 
Virabhadra temples refer to gift of land to the temple and to the shrines of 


Sankaranarayanadeva and Narayanaperumal by officials.° Three more 
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inscriptions belonging to the same temple furnish information about other 
Vaishnava temples associated with Kamappullur. God Vishnu at Melai- 
Srikoyil in Kamappullur received a gift of land for offerings. The God 
Pallikondarulinadeva, installed in the temple of Jananatha-vinnagar at 
Kamappullur was granted tax-free lands for worship and offerings. Land at 
Kamappullur was gifted for maintaining a flower-garden for the periya-koil at 


Tiruvarangam (Srirangam).’ 


An inscription of Parthivendravarman found at the Chandranathasvami 
temple at Sattamangalam records gift to a Vishnu temple found in the same 
village.® An inscription of the same ruler found at the Manikanthesvara 
temple at Tirumalpuram states that, a Vaishnava dasar who served god 
Ninrarulina Perumanadigal of Govindapadi was entrusted with 2000 kuli of 
land for feeding a brahmana in a mutt attached to the temple.” An _ inscription 
found at the Kandalisvara temple at Tenneri refers to the Mummudichola 
vinnagar alvar temple.'° Two inscriptions of Rajaraja I found at the 
Virattanesvara temple at Tiruttani, records a gift of land to private individuals 
for feeding pilgrims who visit Tiruvenkadam and who return from the same 
place.'' An inscription from the Chandramoulisvara temple, at Brahmadesam 
inform us that provision was made for feeding hundreds of Vaishnava 
pilgrims coming in large numbers from Tiruvengadamalai, (Tirupathi).'? 
Another inscription from the same temple mentions the name of two 
Vaishnava temples dedicated to Cholakerala vinnagar Alvar and Tiru Ayotti 


Alvar.” 


An inscription of Rajadhiraja I from the Siva temple of Agastisvara at 
Perunganji records a gift of land to the temple of Rajaraja-vinnagar Alvar in 
Cholakulasundari chaturvedimangalam."* An inscription from the Kasi 
Viswanathasvami temple at Kalambur refers to the existence of a Vishnu 
temple in the same village.’ An inscription of Kulothunga I from the 


Vedegirisvara temple at Tirukkalukunram states that the temple of Naduvil 
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Sri-Rajendra chola vinnagaralvar at Vanavanmadevi-chaturvedimangalam 
was utilised to preserve the copper plates that recorded the boundaries of 
Tirukkalukunram. Another inscription of the same ruler from the 
Hariprasadesvara temple at Karivedu records a sale of land to the temple of 
Vishnugrihattu Madeva in the same village.’® Inscriptions from the 
Valmikinatha temple and the Kailasanatha temples at Seyyur refer to the grant 
of uppupidi, collected from salt pans and money for the celebration of 
festivals at the shrine of Madhurantaka vinnagaralvar at the same village.’” 
Inscriptions from a dilapidated Siva temple at Pammal record gift of the 
village of Gunasilanallur with all its taxes and of sheep to the temple of 


Alagiyapperumal in the same village. '° 


c. The Pandyas : Three inscriptions of the Pandyas found in certain Siva 
temples contain references to the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi. An 
inscription of Maravarman Sundara Pandya I from a Siva hill-temple at 
Narasamangalam mentions four nambis who served as priests at the 
Arulalaperumal temple.'? An inscription of the same ruler from the 
Manikanthesvara temple at Melseshamangalam states that an agraharam of 
bhattas of Sundarapandya chaturvedimangalam, a village founded in the name 
of the Pandyan king was situated to the south of the Arulalaperumal temple.” 
An inscription of a Sundara Pandya traced at the Manikanthesvara temple at 
Sripurushamangalam records gift of 32734 veli and 2 ma of land to the 
brahmanas of Sundarapandya chaturvedimangalam.”' Another inscription of 
Jatavarman Sundara Pandya from the Parasaresvara temple at Ponnur notifies 


a gift of tax-free land to the temple of Srikarana vinnagar Emberuman.”” 


Another Sundara Pandya inscription found at the Isvara temple at 
Kunnattur testifies to the existence of a Vishnu temple named 
Sendamaraikkanna vinnagar of the same village.” Yet another epigraph of the 
8th year of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I traced at the Kachchapesvara temple 


at Tirukkachchur records a gift of land to the temple of Narpattennayiva- 
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vinnagar Emberuman in the same place.” Another inscription of the same 
ruler from a dilapidated Siva temple dedicated to Vyaghrapurisvara at 
Vayalur mentions the name of the temple of Perumal Srivaikundattu 
Emberuman.” An inscription of Vira Pandyadeva assigned to the eleventh 
century from the mandapa of a ruined Siva temple at Avur mentions a sacred 


mandapa dedicated to Kudinayanar Narasingadeva.”° 


2; Subramanya temple inscriptions : Three inscriptions found at the 
Subramanya Hill temple at Vayalur furnish details of the grants made to God 
Ammai vinnagar Emberuman who was pleased to reside on the Tiruvedimalai 
at Vayalur. In the reign of Vikrama Chola, Rajendrachola Sambugarajan 
installed the idols of the lord and his consorts (AD.1129). Edirilichola 
Sambuvarayar, the grandson of the donor gifted certain taxes in 
Chitramelinallur for offerings and festivals, in the reign of Rajaraja II. 
Worship in the temple was neglected for sometime. The residents granted 
land for the revival of worship and festivals in the reign of Jatavarman 
Sundara Pandya I*’. An inscription of Vira Gandagopalan found at the 
Subramanya temple, Vishar records gift of land to god Vaikundattemberuman 


in the same village.”° 


3. Temple of Village Deities : An inscription assigned to the XI century 
A.D., found in the Selliamman temple at Kalambur mentions the name of god 


Alagiyamanavalar enshrined in the temple of Kalikesari vinnagar~. 


4. References to other Vaishnava temples : Inscriptions found in some 
of the Vaishnava temples mention other Vaishnava shrines found in the same 
area. An inscription of Parthivendravarman from a dilapidated Vishnu temple 
of Sirudavar refers to services conducted at the temple of Tirumerrali 
ninrarulina Perumanadigal. Another inscription from the same temple 
assigned to the IX century A.D. mentions the name of Satti vinnagaram.”” An 


inscription of Rajendra II from the Varahasvamin rock-cut cave temple at 
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Mamallapuram mentions the temples of Urgamudaiyamahavishnukkal and 
Mamallaipperuman koil.*’ An inscription of the 3rd year of Vikrama Chola 
found at the Venkatesaperumal temple at Tirumukkudal mentions, the temple 
of Tiruvinnagar Alvar at Tiruvinnagar in Arrur-nadu*’. An inscription of 
Rajaraja III found at the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchipuram states that the 
temple of Kalameghaperumal at Kandaravirappettai received a gift of the 
village of Pundi for offerings worship and repairs.” An inscription found at 
the Jagannathaperumal temple at Tirumalisai states that the temple of 
Nirvannaperumal at  Tirunirmalai received a_ gift of lands in 
Valattuvalvittanallur, the eastern hamlet of Tirumalisai, in the reign of Vijaya 
Gandagopala.* An inscription of the 8th year of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya 
III found at the Varadarajaperumal temple at Kaverippakkam mentions the 


name of the Arulalaperumal temple at Tiruvattiyur (Kanchipuram)”’. 


5. References to Vaishnava temples from _ others sources 

Fragmentary inscriptions found scattered in parts of the villages mention 
some Vaishnava temples that existed in and around the place. A slab lying in 
the Mettu teruvu (street) at Padur states that god Perumanadigal of the 
Vilupperundaya vishnugriham temple at Paduvur received a gift for a lamp in 
the reign of Nandivarman III.*° A slab found in a mosque at Poonamallee 
refers to the temple of Nedunchelia vinnagar Irundadeva that existed at 
Pundamali in the reign of Parantaka I.°’ A broken pillar lying in the village of 
Paiyanur states that God Arulalapperumal received a gift of a village in the 
reign of Rajaraja III.** A slab lying in the field at the village of Sitapuram 
states that the temple of Chitrameli-vinnagar Emberuman received a gift of 
3000 kuli of land probably in the reign of an unidentifiable Rajarajadeva’’. A 
slab lying in the field near the tank in the village of Madaiyattur informs us 
that God Alagiyamanavala-perumal was granted the village of Madayattur 
alias Sriranganarayananallur with all its taxes (ayam) as tiruvidaiyattam in the 


XIII century*’. An undated slab in the open plain near the village of 
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Mulappattu states that the same village was given as a tiruvidaiyattam gift to 
the shrine of Tirumalisai Alvar in the Perumal temple.”' A slab near a tank in 
the village of Raghunathasamudram informs us that a tank was dug for the 
sacred bath of god Tayilumnallaperumal at Tayanur by a servant of the 


temple.” 


II. Temples of Uttiramerur 
A host of inscriptions traced at the Vaikunthaperumal temple and 
Sundaravaradaperumal temple at Uttiramerur highlight the grants made to 


numerous Vaishnava, Siva and other temples found in the same locality.” 


Ill. Reference to temples dedicated to Siva 
Gifts made to several Siva temples in the neighbourhood are described 


in numerous inscriptions found in the Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam. 


1. Pallava period : An inscription of Nandivarman III (A.D. 866) from 
the Kesavaperumal temple at Kuram states that 6 patti of land was gifted to 
the temple of Mahadeva in the same village. Gift of land and money for 
offerings and lamps in the Siva temple of Urrukkadu is recorded in an 
inscription of Kampavarman found in a ruined Vishnu temple, at the same 


place.” 


pa Chola period : An _ inscription of Parantaka IU, from the 
Sundaravaradaperumal temple Kaverippakkam says that the temple of 
Kirtimarttanda Kalapriyadeva located at Kirtimarthanda Kalapriyattangadi in 
Sirutimiri nadu received a gift of 90 sheep for a lamp.” A dilapidated Vishnu 
temple found at Sirudavur contains an inscription of Rajaraja I which states 
that God Palaipani of Karimangalam in Kiliyurnadu received a land grant*®. 
An inscription written 17 years later at the Mamallapuram Shore temple states 
that the temples of Kshatriyasimhapallava Isvaram of Jalasayanam and 


Rajasimhapallava Isvaram received a gift of gold.*” The temple of 
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Rajendrachola - Isvaramudaiya Mahadeva at Kayvantandalam received gift of 
lands from the sabha, according to an inscription of Rajendra I, located in the 
Lakshminarayana temple of the same village.’ An inscription of Rajendra I 
from the Varadarajaperumal temple at Minjur mentions the name of the 
temple of Kalladisvaram Udaiyar.”’ An inscription of Kulothunga III, traced at 
the Ranganathaperumal temple, Tirunirmalai informs us that the temple of 


Pammalanakka Nayanar received a gift of land.” 


a Telugu Chodas : The existence of a temple dedicated to Agatisvaram 
Udaiyar in the suburb of Tirumalisai is borne out by an inscription of Vijaya 
Ganda gopala found at the Jagannathaperumal temple at Tirumalisai.”’ An 
inscription of Vira Gandagopala found at the Vijayaraghavaperumal temple, 
Tiruppukkuli records a gift of lands in the village of Kattanur to the temple of 


dep 
Kailasamudaiyar. 


4. Pandyas : The temple of Tirumallisvaramudaiya Nayanar at Arrur 
received a gift of cows and calves for a twilight lamp from a resident. An 
inscription of Maravarman Vira Pandya found at the Kodandaramar temple, 
Chengalpattu provides this fact.*? An inscription of Sundara Pandya from the 
Kariyamanikkaperumal temple, Sattarai states that the temple of 
Tiruvilkolamudaiya Nayanar at Kuvam received an endowment.” Two 
inscriptions found at the Ranganathaperumal temple at Tirunirmalai furnish 
details of grants made to the temple of Pammalanakka Nayanar at Pammal in 
the reigns of Sundara Pandya and Maravarman Kulasekhara I. An undated 
inscription from the same temple speaks of a gift of land to a Siva temple 
located at Pallippadai Agaram.” An undated inscription from the 
Varadarajaperumal temple, Kaverippakkam testifies to the existence of a Siva 


; ; 56 
temple named Tiruppanrisvaram. 


5. Inscriptions of the Parthasarathy temple, Triplicane : Six 


inscriptions including a few fragmentary ones furnish details of the grants 
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made to the Marundeesvara temple at Tiruvanmiyur. Certain endowments 
were established with help of the new and genuine coins (pudiya natkasu) 
gifted by Kalumalavurar. Kadakkankondan Alagiya Madhavan gifted 30 cows 
and a bull for perpetual lamps. The issues of Dandipidikkon gifted 26 sheep 
for a lamp. Nallurudaiyan Araiyan Malaikiniyaninran made a gift for worship 
and renovation activities. An anonymous devotee gifted a cow and three 
calves. The temple was known as that of Udaiya Nayanar of Tiruvanmiyur. 
These undated epigraphs have been assigned to the 12th or the 13th 
centuries.’ The ursabha gifted land to the temple of Tiruchuramudaiya 
Mahadeva. Probably it refers to the Siva temple at Trisulam near Pallavaram. 
Ten veli of tax free land was gifted to the Siva temple of Velacheri alias 
Dinachintamani chaturvedimangalam, (near Saidapet). Two Siva brahmanas, 
named Tiruchirrambala Bhattan and Ulagaludaiyan condescended to burn 
perpetual lamps, probably in the Siva temple of Tiruppasur near Tiruvallur. 
Gift was made to an unidentifiable Siva temple of Ramanadisvaramudaiya 


Nayanar.”® 


IV. Vinayaka temples 

A few references of gifts made to Vinayaka temples are found in the 
inscriptions of Vaishnava temples. An epigraph of Parthivendravarman, found 
at the Vaikunthaperumal temple of Uttiramerur records a gift of land to the 
image of Ganapathi enshrined in the temple of Konerinangai at Kumanpadi in 
the village.’ An inscription of Vira Gandagopala found at the Vijayaraghava 
perumal temple at Tiruppukkuli states that the temple of Vinayakapillaiyar at 


Kattanur received a gift of land in the same village.” 


V. Subramanya temples 

The deity Subramanyadeva at Kuram was accorded provisions for 
certain services and offerings by the sabha according to an inscription of 
Rajaraja I, from the Kesavaperumal temple.*' An inscription of the same ruler 


from the Vedanarayanaperumal temple at Amur records a gift of land to the 
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Subramanya temple at Tiruttani.® An inscription of Vijaya Gandagopala 
traced at the Jagannathaperumal temple at Tirumalisai attests to the existence 
of a temple of Subramanyapillaiyar in the same village. An undated 
inscription from the Vijayaraghavaperumal temple at Tiruppukkuli states that 
a temple of Subramanyapillaiyar at Kattanur received a gift of land for 


offerings, worship and extension of the shrine.” 


VI. Temples of Durgai 

The Vaikunthaperumal temple at Uttiramerur contains two inscriptions 
of Parthivendravarman which mention gifts made to the temple of Durgai.® 
The temple of Durga Bhattaraki was granted land for food offerings and 
lamps by the mahasabha of Pullalur according to an undated inscription of a 
Rajakesarivarman found at the Pullalur Vishnu temple.®° A fourth year 
inscription of Kulothunga I found at the Saundaranarayanasvamin temple at 
Pattaraiperumudur states that Goddess Durgaiyar at Korravasal in the village 


of Perumur received land gift.©” 


VII. Temple of Jyeshta 

An inscription of Parthivendravarman from the Vaikunthaperumal 
temple at Uttiramerur describes how the sabha donated a piece of land for 
sacred offerings and worship to the Goddess Chettai (Jyeshta) at the 


Kumanpadi temple in Uttiramerur. 


VIII. Sasta Temples 

In the reign of Kampavarman taxes were remitted on lands belonging 
to the Chattanar temple in the Melaichcheri of Urrukkadu, according to his 
inscription found at the ruined Perumal temple of Urrukkadu®’. A 3rd year 
inscription of Parthivendravarman from the Vaikunthaperumal temple, 
Uttiramerur records a gift of land for meeting various expenses in the temple 
of Ayyan Mahasasta located in the southern part of the village.” The 


mahasabha of Sivachulamanimangalam arranged for the supply of rice and oil 
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to the temple of Mahasasta in the village, according to an inscription of 
l 71 


Rajaraja I, found at the Vishnu temple in Ukka 
IX. Village deities 

Two inscriptions of the reign of Kulothunga III mention grants made to 
the temples of village deities found in Uttiramerur.” An inscription of the 
2nd year of Vira Gandagopala from the Vijayaraghavaperumal temple at 
Tiruppukkuli states that the temple of Pidari received a gift of land in the 


village of Kattanur.”” 


X. Other temples 

Names of some temples mentioned in the inscriptions of the Vaishnava 
temples of Tondaimandalam are unidentifiable. Gift of land to the temple of 
Tiruvanadapuram finds a place in an inscription of Parantaka I found at the 
Vijayaraghavaperumal temple at Tiruttani. A Rajakesari inscription from the 
Rajagopalaperumal temple, Manimangalam records a gift of 4000 kuli of land 
to the shrine of Devapuridevar in the same village.“ The names of the 
temples of Damal and Porerru find a mention in a Sundara Pandya inscription 
traced at the Vijayaraghavaperumal temple, Tiruppukkuli. Gifts of land and 
cows to the deity of Tiruvarasur Emberuman at Pattur are mentioned in 
inscriptions of Rajaraja I and Jatavarman Sundara Pandya II, located at the 
Varadarajaperumal temple, Arasarkoil.” An inscription of Jatavarman 
Vikrama Pandya from the Varadarajaperumal temple at Poonamallee 
describes the gift of land to the Pillaikovil located in the brahmana quarter 


(agaram) of Kumuganippakkam.”° 


Sculptures assigned to the Pallava age :- 

Execution of sculptures at a perfect level is admittedly an uphill task 
but their creative excellence is far superior than other arts. Fashioning of 
images in a perfect manner is possible only when the sculptor contemplates 


and meditates about their features before embarking upon their execution. The 
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Pallavas evolved a flourishing and highly developed tradition wherein the 
sculptures served as an object of adoration and expressed a great spirit. 

A. Vaishnava sculptures from Mamallapuram 

Some of the cave temples dedicated to Vishnu contain images which could be 
assigned to the Pallava age, as these structures have not been tampered with 


by the enthusiastic renovators 


1. Anantasayi : The square shaped Narapati vishnugriham found in the 
Shore temple has accommodated the solitary figure of a two-armed reclining 
Lord carved in a rock. A remarkable panel adorning the walls of the 
Mahishasuramardini cave temple depicts the central image of Anantasayi 
reclining upon the serpent Adisesha with one fourth of his body slightly 
raised. The right arm is taken near the head while the left arm, bent at the 
elbow, reveals a kataka pose. Kritamakuta, hara, kundala and yajnopavitha 
adorn his person. The demons Madhu and Kaitaba, armed with maces, are 
ready to attack the Lord. Gada and Chakra, the Ayudhapurushas are depicted 
in a flying posture with their eyes set upon the demons. Bhumidevi and the 
sages - Markandeya and Bhrigu offer obeisance. The figure of Vishnu could 
be considered a yogasanamurthy of the madhyama class. In its artistic 
qualities this piece of sculpture may rank as one of the finest productions of 


the medieval period.” 


2: Mahavishnu : The third cella of the Trimurthi cave is embellished by 
the image of the four-armed Vishnu who stands holding the conch and the 
disc in his upper hands. A lower arms offers abhaya while the other is placed 
on his thigh. Two flying ganas are depicted above the Lord while two votaries 
supplicate him. A similar figure of Vishnu, in a samabhanga pose adorns the 


walls of the Adivaraha cave temple. 
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3. Gajendra anugrahamurthy : The figure of Gajendra anugrahamurthy 
found at the Shore temple has been badly eroded. An image of Vishnu and his 


consorts are found at the Siva temple portion of the Shore temple. 


4. The Avatars : An inscription found at the Adivaraha cave temple 
mentions the names of the dasavatars of Vishnu. Here Buddha has taken the 
place of Krishna. Some of the avatars of Vishnu have been represented in the 


form of sculptures. 


a. Varahamurthy : An elaborate depiction of Varaha in the company of 
his consort, flanked on either side by Brahma and Siva is found at the 
Varahamandapa. The three faced Brahma holds a kamandala in his lower left 
hand while the other left hand reveals a pose of praise. The upper right hand 
reveals a kataka pose while the other hand rests on the hip. Chandra is seen 
supplicating the Lord above. To the left of Brahma, a figure wearing a jata- 
makuta and armed with a veena, probably Narada is portrayed. Above the 
figure of Siva is seen Surya in the prabha mandala with his hands held in 
anjali-hasta. Bhudevi, who was rescued by the Lord, is depicted as partially 
immersed in water; she worships the Lord. Adisesha who is represented with 
a naga-hood supplicates the Lord. The Lord is respresented as a potent figure 
endowed with big tusks and sturdy snout. The proportions of the various 
figures is adequate and appropriate”. Another figure of Varaha with a 
colourful coating and holding Bhudevi on his right arm adorns the central 


shrine of the Adivaraha cave temple. 


b. Trivikrama : A magnificent panel of Trivikrama, endowed with eight 
hands which hold weapons like chakra, gada, khadga, sankha, khetaka and 
dhanus graces the Adivaraha cave. One right hand is held up with an upside 
turned palm. Another left hand is stretched parallel to the uplifted leg with 


reaches to the level of the forehead. The four armed Brahma, seated on a 
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padmasana, worships the uplifted leg. Surya and Chandra, residing in heaven 
without any terrestrial support and Siva offer obeisance to the Lord. A bear 
like figure, probably Jambavan sounds the drums in a jocund state. Namuchi, 
the son of Bali and a few asuras are portrayed at the feet of Trivikrama. This 
figure was probably sculptured at the instance of Narasimhavarman I to show 
his potence, after his resounding triumph over Pulakesin II. ”. A figure of 


Trivikrama is found in the Shore temple also. 


c. The figures of Narasimha and Krishna as the vanquisher of Kesi and 


Kaliyamardhana are represented in the Shore temple. 


5. Goddess Lakshmi : Goddess Lakshmi, seated on a lotus found in a 
lotus pond graces the wall of the Varaha mandapa. On either side are depicted 
two elephants offering water. The Goddess folds her hand to offer the kadaka 
pose. Her makuta and ear rings reveal certain peculiarities assignable to the 
Pallava period.*’ Attendants, carrying water pots are portrayed near the 
Goddess. An identical figure of Lakshmi is depicted in the Adivaraha cave 


temple. 


6. Harihara : Harihara, the composite form representing Siva and 
Vishnu in one and the same figure is housed in the Adivaraha cave. The four- 
armed Lord reveals the adhaya-pose while placing another hand on the hip. 

B. Sculptures of other deities : The Adivaraha cave and the Varaha 
mandapa are adorned by the images of Durga (Korravai). An exquisite 
depiction of Gangadhara aspect of Siva finds a place in the Adivaraha cave. 
Images of Somaskanda, Dakshinamurthi, Ardhanarisvara, Tripurantaka and 
Ekapadamurthi are portrayed in the Shore temple. Sculptures of Brahma are 
accommodated in the Adivaraha cave and the Shore temple. The presence of 
different deities in Vaishnava temples prove the non-existence of animosity 


and bigotry among the different creeds. 
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CG. Non-religious : Exquisite sculptures of dvarapalas, guard the entrance 
of the caves and temples. Representations of kings and queens are located in 
the Adivaraha cave. Row of sculptures describing the history of the Pallavas 
are depicted at the Vaikunthaperumal temple, Kanchipuram. The sculptures 
stand as a fitting testimony to the artistic excellence of the Pallavas. 

D. Tiruvidandai : The sanctum of the Varahaswami temple at 
Tiruvidandai houses Varahamurthy, holding the sankha and chakra in his two 
upper hands and wearing a krita makuta and a variety of ornaments who gazes 
at Bhudevi. His left leg is placed on the head of Adisesha who is seen in a 
humble pose and is accompanied by his consort. Bhudevi holding a lotus 
flower in one hand and offering the katyavalambita pose is placed on the left 
side of Varaha. The sculpture bears traces of Pallava origin.®' The images 
manning the goshtas of the sanctum - Prasanna Ganapathy, Vishnu, Sathya, 


Purusha and Durga bear traces of Chola influence. 


As the temples ascribed to the Chola and Pandya periods and dedicated to 
Vishnu have undergone periodic renovations, the sculptures manning those 


shrines cannot be dated. 


The host of inscriptions and sculptures found in the temples of 
Tondaimandalam thus testify to the tolerant attitude of the ruling class and the 


people to other faiths. 
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7. THE TEMPLE AND ITS PATRONS 


The temple was a dynamic social institution which made wholesome 
contribution to all aspects of the life of the villages and towns from the 
Pallava period. It ministered to the spiritual life of the people through its 
regular performance of worship, services and festivals. Construction of new 
temples and expansion of the existing ones with additional shrines, idols and 
mandapas was considered a pious duty. The rulers, officials and a cross- 
section of the subjects vied with one another in creating these laudable objects 
and providing endowments for their normal function. In the Chola age it 
ceased to be a miniature structure of brick and mortar. With its rise a complex 
routine cropped up in each temple, sustained by the rich accumulations in 
land, gold and paddy, contributed with generosity and protected with paternal 
care. Each generation husbanded with caution what was bequeathed to it and 
left a richer legacy with beautiful additions.’ Inscriptions from the Vaishnava 
temples of Tondaimandalam have left a picturesque story of contributions 


made by the dedicated votaries embracing all walks of life. 


I. Constructions and additions 

1. New Temples : Inscriptions furnish information on new temples 
constructed in the age of the Pallavas, Cholas and Pandyas. 

a. Pallava period : Three instances of construction of new temples housing 
the Vaishnavite deities are recorded in the inscriptions of the Pallava ruler 
Kampavarman. Construction of a mandapa at Vamanacheri to house the deity 
of Mahavishnukkal Irunda Perumanadigal at the instance of Araiyandai 
Pramani is recorded in an inscription found at the Vaikunthaperumal temple, 
at Uttiramerur. An inscription traced at the Lakshminarayana temple at 
Kavantandalam reveals the fact that Manasarppan of Kulanur constructed a 
Vishnu temple at Chaturvedimangalam. An inscription found at the Perumal 


temple, Solapuram testifies to the construction of the temple of Kanakavalli 
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vishnugriham at Kattuttumbur, probably under the aegis of a lady named 


Kanakavalli.’ 


b. The Chola Period : A_ ninth century inscription from _ the 
Vaikunthaperumal temple at Uttiramerur inform us that the ganaperumakkal 
constructed the temple of Chitrakuta in the village. Another undated record of 
the ninth century from the Vaikuntha Varadarajaperumal temple at 
Sivanvayal informs of the construction of a temple to Vaikunthanathar at the 
instance of a brahmana lady. An inscription of Parantaka I from the Vishnu 
temple at Amidanallur states that the sabha of Andanallur founded a temple 
named Sivakkarappadi vishnugriham in the same village. An inscription of 
Aditya II Karikala from the Tirukkamesvara temple at Kappalur mentions a 
gift to the Vishnu temple of Kaliyaditta vinnagaradevar constructed by Aditya 
II himself.° 


A third year inscription of Uttama Chola (A.D. 973) found at the 
Varadarajaperumal temple in Minjur states that Kesavan Karugaikkon 
constructed the temple of Cholakulasundari vinnagar dedicated to god 
Alvalakkesava. An unidentified inscription of a Rajakesarivarman from the 
Rettaithalisvara (Siva) temple of Uttiramerur records the construction of a 
Vishnugriham and an Isvaralaya at the instance of Katakati Araiyar. A 12th 
century inscription found at the Vedanarayanaperumal temple in Amur 
(Adiyur) states that the Peria Nadalvar (district assembly) founded the temple 
of Chittirameli vinnagar in the centre of Adiyur. An undated inscription 
records the construction of the Vaikunthaperumal temple at Ilanirkunram at 
the instance of a merchant.* An inscription of Rajendra II from the 
Lakshminarayana temple at Kavanthandalam registers the erection of a Siva 
temple dedicated to god Rajendrachola Isvaramudaiya Mahadeva in the same 


village under the aegis of an official.” 
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2. Additions to temples : Several Vishnu temples were expanded by the 
creation of additional structures like the mandapas and prakara walls, in the 
Chola and Pandya age. Anaiyaman Paramandaladittan constructed a mandapa 
at the Vishnu temple of Tirumalpur in the reign of Parthivendravarman. In the 
reign of Kulothunga III, a devaradiyal named Perumal Nachchi constructed 
the great wall of the second prakara and the tiruabhishekhamandapa in front 
of the central shrine at the Sundaravaradaperumal temple at Uttiramerur. In 
the reign of Rajaraja III, which witnessed a spurt in building activities, a 
dancing woman named Ayirattirunurruva Manikkam effected substantial 
additions and repairs at a huge cost at the same temple. In A.D. 1220 Pattulan 
Aludaiyan Kaman Vasiravanan built the mandapa, the sopana (flight of steps) 
and the stone gateway of the temple of Cholakerala vinnagar Emberuman and 
covered them with plaster, according to an epigraph of the same ruler located 


at the Sagaranarayanaperumal temple, Salukki.° 


The construction of a new shrine by Andampakkilan, hailing from 
South Magaral at the Vaikunthaperumal temple in Tirumagaral is attested by 
inscription of Rajaraja III (A.D. 1222). Another inscription found at the same 
temple (A.D. 1239) states that Pattiyar Poyan Maniyan Perungan constructed 
the srivimana, ardhamandapa, tirumandapa, flight of steps and sripitha at the 
Tirumerkoil temple, Tirumagaral. In the reign of Rajaraja IU, 
Manimangalamudaiyan Lakshmanan Malaikiniyaninran Brahmapriyan 
Periapillai and his younger brother Ahavamalladevan paid the gold required 
for and caused to be made a flight of steps with the tigers’ head at the bottom, 
for the abhisheka mandapa in the Rajagopalaperumal temple at 
Manimangalam. Visvavanigan Danmadavalavan undertook to complete the 
nritta mandapa of the Alagapperumal temple in Virkunram, according to an 
inscription found at the  MRamachandraperumal temple at 
Raghunathasamudram.’ A few undated inscriptions speak of additions made 


to the Vaishnava temples. The Uttara Ranganathasvami temple of Pallikonda 
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received gifts of pillars from Kovinjayan of Perumpondai and Sedurulan - 
Tiruppogi bhattan. Samundayan built the pavement of the temple for the merit 
of Iravi-Dasayan. These inscriptions have been assigned to the tenth century 
A.D.° A goldsmith named Totavatti set up a pillar at the Kesavaperumal 
temple of Kuram. Alagiyamanavala jiyar added certain mandapas and 
prakaras in the temple - complex of Dipaprakasa (Vilakkoliperumal temple) at 
Kanchipuram. Ilambilakattu Nayakar built a mandapa, probably the abhisheka 
mandapa in the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchipuram. Edutta Kaiyalagiyan 
Pallavarayar constructed the mukha mandapa at the Vijayaraghavaperumal 


temple at Tiruppukkuli for the benefit of Perumal Kulasekharadeva.” 


3. Installation and consecration of new images : The temples are 
replete with inscriptions furnishing details of the installation of new images 
and of the grants made for offerings and worship to them. The wife of 
Alattulan Ranakesari of Paduvur set up an image at the Varahasvami temple 
at Tiruvidandai during the reign of Krishna III (A.D. 959). Two brothers - 
Vaiyodukilan Vaikuntadigal and Tali Eruman of Talasayanappuram set up the 
image of Manavalapperumal at the same temple in the reign of 
Parthivendravarman. Gold was gifted on two occasions to this image. An 
inscription of Parthivendravarman from the Vaikunthaperumal temple at 
Uttiramerur records the installation of the image of the deity at the temple of 


Tiruvayodhya Perumanadigal by queen Villavan Mahadeviyar.’” 


Two inscriptions traced at the ruined Vishnu temple of Tirumalpuram 
provide information on the images consecrated in the temple. Sri Govindapadi 
Narayanan endowed land for mid-day offerings to the image of 
Manavalapperumal consecrated under his aegis in the 14th year of Uttama 
Chola (A.D. 984). In the 11th year of Rajaraja I, a native of the Chola country 
gifted 96 sheep for burning a lamp at the shrine of god Anumadeva 


(Hanuman) consecrated at his instance. This is probably one of the earliest 
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instance of worship of Anjaneya in Tamilnadu. According to an undated 
inscription of Rajendra II found at the ruined Vishnu temple of Sirudavur, 
Pudali Dandaya Kramavittan gifted land for offerings and a lamp to the image 
of Vennaikuttalvar, consecrated by him in the temple of Parasurama vinnagar 


Alvar at Narasingamangalam.’' 


Two inscriptions of the 35th year of Kulothunga I, found at the 
Narasimhaperumal temple at Narasingapuram provide details of the 
installation of new images. The inhabitants of Kadarangondacholapuram 
consecrated a shrine probably for Rama, Lakshmana and Sita in the temple of 
Madurantaka vinnagar in Madurantakanallur and gifted oil for burning two 
lamps in the shrine. Vanian Pannanandali Surai consecrated a new shrine in 
the same village, for which he provided offerings and lamps. Siyaganga of the 
Ganga family, built the Anantalvar shrine in the Arulalaperumal temple at 
Kanchipuram with stones in the 35th year of Kulothunga III. An inscription 
probably of Kulothunga III from the Sagaranarayanaperumal temple at 
Salukki states that Pondai Muratpuli consecrated the images of Chola-Kerala- 
vinnagar-Emberuman of the western temple, Manukulamadesvaram - Udaiyar 
of Srikayilayam temple, Virakeralapperumpalli and Uttaradevi as a protection 


of the city (Salukki), arranged for worship and assigned lands to the temple.’ 


Inscriptions, mostly undated, found in the Vijayaraghavaperumal 
temple, Tiruppukkuli refer to installation of new images. According to a 13th 
year inscription (A.D. 1250) of Sadagopavarman alias Sundara Pandya, 
Pallavarayan installed the images of the Alvars in the temple and gifted 
Tayirpakkam, a hamlet of Damar for providing offerings to them. 
Devapperumal Saranadevan, installed the image of Tirumangai Alvar : 
Mukhanadevan Saranappillai set up on image of Valamanda Perumal. The 
srivaishnavas of Masandi nadu presented an image of Senaimudaliar. This 


Chittirameli of Tiruppukkuli is the gift of the people of Malai mandalam.' 
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According to an inscription of Vijaya Gandagopala (A.D. 1268), found at the 
Kariyaperumal temple in Atti, Ammainachchi founded the shrine of 
Vennaikkadiyarulina Pillai in the temple of Edirilichola vinnagar 
Emberuman. Probably an inscription of Maravarman Kulasekhara I located at 
the Sagaranarayanaperumal temple in Salukki states that Vijayapalan installed 
the image of god in an ornamental pedestal presented by him. An undated 
inscription found at the Perumal temple in Tenneri provides details of the gift 
of land to the deity Vijaya Narayana Perumal in the village of Danavamurari 
chaturvedimangalam by the king (Svamigal), probably Rajaraja III." 

In the reign of an unidentifiable Konerinmaikondan, several images 
were installed at the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi and endowments were 
made to them. Mahabali Vanarayar installed the image of god 
Pagaivarmudisudum Perumal. Ilaiyalvan Kalingarayan consecrated the 
images of Tiruvalialvar and Nayanar Emberumanar and donated villages for 


their upkeep.’° 


A. Renovation and repairs : A number of instances of renovation of 
temples fully or partially are reported in inscriptions, especially during the 
Telugu Choda and Pandya rule. The Vaikunthavasaperumal temple at Nemali 
was renovated by the chief Kilakayirru Tiruvadi in the reign of Krishna III 
(A.D. 961). Consequently the temple acquired the name of Kilakayirru 
Tirumerrali,'° Madhurantaka Pottappichola Manumasiddharasan 
Tirukkalattidevan rained gifts of lands to the Arulalaperumal temple at 
Kanchipuram for the conduct of repairs and renovations, in the reign of 
Rajaraja II]. The villages donated were Padur including Vallaivayil, 
Mavandur, Vayalakkavur, Uludamangalam, Kaviripakkam, 
Kundiyarrutandalam, Manimangalam, Ukkal, Padaiparru Paiyinur, Karanai 
and Tiruninravur. The same donor gifted the village of Pundi for conducting 


repairs, among other services at the temple of Kalameghaperumal in 
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Kandaravirapettai, according to a 22nd year inscription of Rajaraja III found 


at the same Arulalaperumal temple. ’” 


An inscriptions found at the Ramachandraperumal temple at 
Raghunathasamudram states that the residents of Annamangalapparru gifted 
the village of Varralpundi for carrying out repairs at the temple of 
Chittirameli vinnagar Emberuman Alagapperumal in Virkunran in 1258 A.D. 
In the reign of Sundara Pandya I certain taxes were gifted to the temple of 
Nayanar Cholakerala vinnagar Emberuman, Salukki for undertaking repairs at 
the temple. Katakan assigned taxes on the village of Somangalam for 
effecting repairs to the gopuram of the Arulalaperumal temple at 


Kanchipuram in the 15th year of Kopperunjinga II (A.D. 1257." 


An inscription of Vijaya Gandagopala (A.D. 1258) from the Kariya 
perumal temple at Atti states that Rajaraja Sambuvarayar gifted land at 
Periyanallur for the conduct of repairs at the temple of Edirichola vinnagar 
Emberuman. An inscription of Sundara Pandya I (A.D. 1270) from the 
Subramanya hill-temple at Vailur records the gift of land for conducting 
repairs and for other services at the temple of Ammai vinnagar Emberuman 
on the Tiruvedi Hills. Houses constructed on temple lands were granted to the 
temple of Srikarana vinnagar Emberuman at Ponnur for the conduct of repairs 
and offerings, in the reign of Vikrama Pandya. An inscription of an 
unidentifiable Konerinmaikondan informs us that Alariyar granted the village 
of Ilaippakkam for the conduct of repairs at the Tiruttanga vilakkoliperumal 
temple at Kanchi. The king had enjoined Srirangaraya to supervise the 
renovation activities.'? An inscription of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya assigned 
to the 13th century from a ruined Vishnu temple at Kunrathur states that the 
nattar of the region assigned some taxes due to them to the temple of 


Paramesvara vinnagara Virrirundaruliyaperumal at Kunrathur for the conduct 
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of repairs. An undated inscription states that gift was made for tiruppani 


(renovation activities) at the Viraraghavaperumal temple of Tiruvallur.”° 


5. Holy tank for ceremonial bath : Two undated inscriptions speak of 
the creation of wells for the sacred bath of the divine images. An inscription 
found on a slab near a tank at Raghunathasamudram records that a servant of 
the temple dug a tank for the sacred bath of God Tayilumnallaperumal in 
Tayanur. Another inscription found at the temple of Varahaperumal at 
Tiruvidandai informs us that Malayalan Avinkanru consecrated a well for the 
sacred bath of the lord. Arangan Kodandaraman gifted a tank by purchase for 
offerings to god Tiruvira vinnagar Alvar at Arpakkam, according to an 


inscription of Rajaraja I from the Adikesavaperumal temple.”' 


II. | Gifts to Temples : Gift in various forms were made to temples. 

1. Land : A substantial section of the population lived in villages, 
professing agriculture and allied occupations and hence land was the mainstay 
of their life. Land enjoyed a major share of the gifts made to temples. The 
brahmadeya, the devadana and the salabhoga were the major types of 
eleemosynary tenure. Normally they were created by purchase of land from 
previous owners, followed by a ceremonial gift prescribing the rights, 
privileges and obligations in a set formula. Sometimes unassigned lands, 


mostly of an inferior variety or fallow were also endowed. 


a. Devadana : Lands gifted to temples, were referred as devadana lands. 
In most cases they were rendered tax-free (irayili) by the local authorities in 
toto, only after receiving a commuted amount as iraikaval in advance. In the 
third year of Kulothunga I (A.D. 1073) land was gifted as devadana to the 
temple of Tiruvattiyur Alvar at Kanchi. The residents of Uttamachola 
valanadu gifted Chitramelinallur as devadana to god Ammai_ vinnagar 
Tiruvirund Alvar and his consort, installed at the Tiruvedi hills, in 


appreciation of the meritorious deeds performed to the temple by Sengeni 
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Sambugarajan Nalayiravan Ammaiyappan, in the reign of Vikramachola. An 
inscription of the 40th year of Kulothunga III (A.D. 1218), from the 
Ranganathaperumal temple at Tirumalpadi, records a gift of land as devadana 


by the residents of Tennarrur.”” 


b. Devabhoga : It is customary to refer to tax-free gift of land to Siva 
temples as devabhoga. However an inscription from Ukkal describes a deva- 
bhoga gift to the temple of Puvanimanikka vishnugriham for worship, 


offerings and festivals in the 37th year of Parantaka I.”° 


C. Tiruvidaiyattam : Lands gifted exclusively for conducting services at 
temples dedicated to Mahavishnu are termed tiruvidaiyattam. Inscriptions 
from various Vaishnava temples describe land grant made as tiruvidaiyattam 
in the Chola age. In the reign of Parantaka I the temple of Tiruayottiperuman 
in Madhurantaka chaturvedimangalam was the first beneficiary. The presiding 
god of Tirukkadalmallai received a gift of 2000 kuli of land as tiruvidaiyattam 
from the mahasabha of Sirudavur in the 9th year of Rajendra II (A.D. 1061). 
In the reign of Kulothunga III two donors - Tirukkalattidevan and Cholapillai 
gifted the villages of Ammanpakkam and Sirukarumbur, with all their taxes 
respectively, to the Arulalaperumal temple in Kanchipuram. Edirilichola 
Sambuvarayar gifted Puttur to the temple of Chittirameli-malaimandala 
vinnagar at Poygai in the 24th year of Rajaraja III (A.D. 1239).~* The 
mahasabha of Manimangalam passed a resolution regarding a gift as 
tiruvidaiyattam to the deity of the Rajagopalaperumal temple in the tenth 
regnal year of Rajaraja II or IJ. Panchanadivanan Nallanayan 
Nilagangaraiyan granted all lands in Gunasilanallur with all the taxes to god 
Alagapperumal at Pammal in the 35th year of Rajendra III (A.D. 1280). A 
28th year epigraph of Vijaya Gandagopala (A.D. 1278) states that 
Madhusudanadeva granted the hamlet of Kudalur, with all it taxes as 


tiruvidaiyattam to god Chokkapperumal in the temple of Rajendrachola 
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vinnagar Emberuman at Uttiramerur.” The residents of Vayalur made a gift of 
land as tiruvidaiyattam for several services at the hill-temple of Ammai 
vinnagar Emberuman, Tiruvedimalai, in the reign of Jatavarman Sundara 
Pandya I (A.D. 1270). The residents of Salukki gifted tax-free lands in the 
village as kudininga tiruvidaiyattam to the temple of Cholakerala Emberuman 
in the 40th year of Kulasekhara I. (A.D. 1308). In the reign of Jatavarman 
Vira Pandya II, Kulasekhara Sambuvaraya initiated a sarvamanya gift of 
Tagadumadalvanpattu and Ninrettam and two velis of land in Veppur as 
tiruvidaiyattam, exempt from all taxes, to the temple of Pallikonda.”° Land 
gifted without shifting its residents is named “kudininga”; it is named 
“kudiningiya” when the residents are shifted from the land before offering the 
gift.7 

d. Sarvamanya : Lands gifted to the temple and totally exempt from all 
taxes were known as sarvamanya. Lands in the villages of Tirumanram were 
granted with all the levies excluding the devadanam, tiruvidaiyattam and 
pidaripatti lands as sarvamanya to god Arulalanathan for food and offerings 
during a festival in the reign of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I. Another 
inscription of an unidentifiable Jatavarman Sundara Pandya from the 
Prasannavenkatesvara Perumal temple at Mungilpattu mentions a sarvamanya 
gift of the village to Cholagangadevan. Vijaya Gandagopala donated a village 
in Damar kottam as sarvamanya for offerings to the Vijayaraghavaperumal 
temple at Tiruppukkuli in his 28th year (A.D. 1277). Several taxes, other than 
those on the devadana lands of Tagadurnadalvanpattu were granted as 
sarvamanya to the temple of Pallikondarulinaperumal at Pallikonda for many 


purposes in the 11th year of Jatavarman Vira Pandya II (A.D. 1307).”” 


e. Tirunamattukkani : Gift made to a Siva temple in the name of the 
presiding deity is known as Tirunamattukkani. However two gifts handed 


over to Vishnu temples are also referred by the same name. Land purchased 
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by a sale of a pattam, gifted by Alagaperumal Manikkam for adorning the 
god, was granted as tirunamattukkani to the temple of Vanduvarapathi 
Emberuman at Manimangalam, in the reign of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya. 
The assembly of Paiyanur made a similar gift of tax-free land to the temple of 


Sirudavur, in the reign of Maravarman Vira Pandya.” 


f, Iraiyili : Gift of land which was exempt from land tax was called 
iraiyili. The sabha of Uttiramerur gifted 480 kuli of land as iraiyili to the 


temple of Durgai at Tittatil.” 


g. Avippuram : Land allotted to the brahmanas who provided food 
offerings to the deities in temples was named avippuram”’. Three padagams 
of land was gifted by Chaturvaidyan as avippuram to god Mahadeva, housed 
in a temple at Brahmasaragriham in Uttiramerur, in the reign of Nandivarman 


Il 30a 


h. Archana - Bhoga : Land donated to meet the expenses associated with 
worship, especially the conduct of archana in temples is known as archana- 
bhoga. Four instances of gift of land as archana-bhoga to Vaishnava temples 
are recorded in inscriptions of the reign of Kampavarman. Three of them are 
located in the Vaikunthaperumal temple at Uttiramerur. Land endowed by 
Kuravasiri Vishnu chaturvedibhattar (240 kuli) and Sri Dattakramavittan to 
the same temple, was allotted to priest Damodirabhattan for providing sacred 
food offering, in the ruler’s 6th year (A.D. 875). The same priest was allotted 
960 kuli of land, gifted by Ariyandai Pramani, for offering sacred food to 
Mahavishnu Irunda Perumanadigal housed at Vamanacheri in the 8th year of 
Kampavarman. In the same year 1200 kuli of land, located at Malliankaranai, 
was endowed to god Mahavishnu in the Govardhana by the sabha. An 
inscription from the Lakshminarayana temple at Kavantandalam says that 
Manasarappan of Kulanur gifted two pattis of land and a flower garden at 


Ottankadu to a Vishnu temple constructed by him at Chaturvedimangalam.*' 
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An inscription of Parthivendravarman (A.D. 965) from a stone in 
Anaikattaputtur reveals gift of lands and house sites endowed as archana- 
bhoga to the Srikoil dedicated to god Adityadeva by Cherupposan Eluvan, his 
younger brothers and Chinrimavan. 4450 kuli of land was donated as archana- 
bhoga to the temple of Srimadvarapati Srikamakotti-vinnagar at 
Manimangalam by Senapatigal Jayamkondachola Brahmadirayar in the reign 
Virarajendra Chola (A.D. 1067).” Six pattis of land named 
Akkalanimmadiporripadi was gifted to the Mahadeva temple at Kuram, after 
changing the previous holders of tenancy, as archana-bhoga, by means of a 
royal order in the reign of Nandivarman III. Chedirajan gifted ten veli of land 
on two occasions as archana-bhoga to the two shrines of Pidari 
Vadavayirchelvi and Matiruvandal, the Vastu-pidarimar Tiruvandal and 


Vadavayirchelvi, in the reign of Kulothunga III.” 


i. Tiruchchennadai : Land granted to meet the day to day routine 
expenses including worship and offerings is named Tiruchchennadai. A fourth 
year inscription of a Rajakesarivarman, states that Arinjoman, gifted tax-free 
land for the tiruchchennadai expenses of the Urudaipperumal temple at Kayar. 
The perunkuri sabha of Uttiramerur donated land to the Purushottama temple 
for the same purpose in the 25th year of Rajaraja I. The village of Arpakkam 
was donated to the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi for meeting the 


tiruchchennadai expenses in the reign of Konerinmaikondan.* 


if Gift of land for kitchen expenses : The assembly of Rajasundari 
chaturvedimangalam gifted and sold lands for the kitchen expenses of 
Tiruashtabhujagrihattuninrarulia Paramasvami at Kanchi, in the 40th year of 


Kulothunga I.” 


k. Sri-bali bhoga : The sri-bali ceremony involves the procession of 
circumambulating the temple at the time of the bali services. The images 


taken in the procession are named Sri-bali bhera. Land gifted to meet the 
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expenses of Sri-bali services is called Sri-bali bhoga. Land was gifted as 
sribali-bhoga to the temples of Tiruvunnavur in _ Uttiramerur, 
Bhakthavatsalaperumal temple at Tiruninravur and Paravuvari vinnagar at 


Manimangalam in the Chola period.”° 


1. Gift of Reclaimed Land : Chandran Elunnurruvan gifted fallow lands, 
purchased by him from the sabha of Uttiramerur to the Tiruvunnavur temple 
after reclamation. Rajarajavisakam reclaimed 1000 kuli of land on the 
Chirrarur, which had been silted on account of Palar floods and gifted them to 
the temple of Govindapadi. Kulothunga I gifted lands, left fallow by the 
weavers, after reclamation to the Ulagalandaperumal temple, Kanchi. A 
weaver from Kanchi gifted the produce from land, reclaimed by him, for 
offerings at the same temple. A lady brought four padagams of fallow lands 
under cultivation to provide offerings at the Kothandarama temple at 


Madhurantakam.”” 


m. Gift of Land for general purpose : An umpteen number of 
inscriptions describe gifts of land by different persons or groups to various 


temples, without mentioning any purpose for which the grant was made. 


n. Gift of Land for offerings : In the reign of Rajaraja I lands were 
gifted for offerings to the temples of Singaperumalkoil, Tiruvidandai and 
Tirumukkudal. The temples of Cholapuram, Kunrathur and Kanchi 
(Arulalaperumal temple) too received grants under his successors for the same 
purpose. In the Pandya period villages of Poigainallur, Tayirpakkam and 
Puttagaram were gifted to the temple of Tiruppukkuli. Alariyar gifted 
Ilaippakkam to the Vilakkoliperumal temple at Kanchi. 


0. Gift of Land for worship, offerings and _ festivals 
Vikramacholanallur and its hamlet were donated for conducting worship, 


offerings and festivals at the temple of Tiruppukkuli. Nallasidharayan gifted 
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land to the temples of Vishar while the inhabitants of Ayira Veliparru granted 


land to the temple of Tiruvidandai for the same purpose.” 


p. Gift of land for various categories : Two inscriptions of Rajaraja III 
from the temples of Kanchi (Arulalaperumal) and Poygai refer to gift of land 
for different categories, like devadanam, tiruvidaiyattam, pallichchandam, 
tukkai-patti pidari-patti and bhatta vritti. Pallichandam was land gifted to Jain 
temples; Land gifted to temples dedicated to Durgai and Pidari were termed 


tukkai-patti and pidari-patti repectively. *** 


q- Sale of Land to Temples : Land was sold to the temples of Ramankoil 
and Kanchi (Arulalaperumal temple) for worship and offerings in the reigns 
of Rajaraja I and Kulothunga I respectively. The sabha of Chalukikulakala 
chaturvedimangalam sold 500 kuli of land for a lamp at the temple of 
Nemali”. Land was sold to the temples of Uttiramerur, Tiruppukkuli and 


Pattur by the concerned sabhas to clear arrears and dues.” 


r. Agreement not to mortgage or sell land : The villagers of Vayalur 
undertook a vow not to purchase or mortgage lands belonging to the temples 
of Tiruppilavayiludaiya Nayanar, Kayilayamudaiya Nayanar, Vada 
Tiruchirrambalam Udaiya Nayanar and Perumal Sri Vaikundattu’ - 
Emberuman. They also agreed never again to hold these lands either as 
purchasers or mortgagers, on pain of treason against Siva and treason against 


the king*’. 


S. Gift of tax-free land for multipurposes : The sabha of Uttiramerur 
gifted tax-free land to some of the temples located in the same village for 


many services like worship, lamps, sribali and tiruchennadai. 


2 Gift of Taxes : On many occasions the authorities assigned the taxes 


payable by various sections to the temple for its maintenance and for 
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offerings. The temples of Tirumukkudal, Pallikonda, Salukki and Kunnattur 
received gifts of taxes from the concerned authorities for services and repairs. 
Arunagiri Perumal gifted six veli of land and of taxes collected from the 
Purakkalanai kudimakkal living near the temple of Tirunirmalai. Taxes 
payable by the villages of Sirukoli, Perunkoli and Somangalam were granted 


to the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi.” 


oe Gift of Gold : Several donors gifted gold in different forms to temples 
for various services. Golden bowls, a palittalam made of 1000 pon and a 
bhajanam weighing 10000 kalanju, and a golden yajnopavitha (sacred thread) 
were gifted to the temples at Kanchi.” The temples of Mamallapuram, 
Kaverippakkam, Tirumukkudal and Tirumalpur received gifts of gold. Gold 
was gifted for feeding brahmanas and for maintaining a water-shed. Gold was 
gifted for offerings during Masi Makham festival at the temple of 
Tirumukkudal; Ten kalanju of gold was gifted for burning a lamp in the 


temple of Raghava at Pullalur. 


A. Interest from gold : On occasions certain donors entrusted their 
endowment in gold to the authorities of the village, with instructions to invest 
it judiciously and to utilise the interest received for charities. An inscription of 
Nripatungavarman from the Konkanesvara temple at Kaverippakkam states 
that the sabha received 17 kalanju of gold from Sadangaviyar and agreed to 
supply one ulakku of oil daily to god Tirumerrali adigal of the village with the 
interest received. In the reign of Kampavarman (A.D. 883) the sabha of 
Chaturvedimangalam received 30 kalanju of gold from the temple of god 
Perumanadigal of Manasarppa vishnugriham for providing various services 
with the annual interest received from gold-celebration of Chithirai 
Tiruvonam for 7 days yearly, with sacred food offerings, providing 100 lamps 
daily, supplying one uri of oil daily for lighting lamps in the sanctum, 


engaging drummers (tattal-kottigal) and performing sacred bath of the god. 
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Two priests of the Tiruppadagathalvar temple at Kanchi received two kalanju 
and two manjadi of gold. They agreed to supply two nali of curd for offerings 


everyday in lieu of interest.“ 


5. Paddy : The sabha of Uttiramerur agreed to utilise the interest earned 
by the endowment of 40 kalanju of gold and 1000 kadi of paddy for feeding 
brahmanas and for the bathing ceremony of God of Tiruppulivalam; the ur of 
Tiruvidandai received 15 kalanju of gold from two brothers - Vaiyodukilan 
Vaikuntadigal and Tali Eruman. They consented to measure out 56 kuruni of 
paddy to God Manavalapperumal in lieu of interest.* Paddy was gifted for 
offerings and festivals at the temple of Tirumukkudal; two individuals-natives 
of Vamanangai and Tirumangalam gifted paddy for feeding brahmanas at 
Tiruvidandai; total yield of paddy received from the lands at Arpakkam and 
Periya perumal valagam were gifted to the Arulalaperumal temple at 


Kanchi.*© 


6. Gift of Money : Many votaries gifted money for the conduct of 
various services in temples. On occasion money was entrusted to certain 
authorities who agreed to carry out the conditions of the grant with the 
principal or interest collected from it. A brahmana lady of Sirudavur and 
Vangamulaiyar gifted money for offerings at the temples of Tiruvidandai and 
Kanchi (Arulalaperumal) respectively.*” Gold coins known by different names 
were gifted in the later Chola period to the temples of Kanchi, Tirunirmalai, 
Anakkavur and Tiruppasur. The interest earned by four kasus gifted by a 
brahmana lady was earmarked for a procession of the deity at 
Madhurantakam.*® Kumakkavaiyal and a merchant of Karayappalli gifted 
money for purchase of lands in favour of the temples of Manimangalam and 
Kanchi. Certain devotees sold land to the temple of Arasarkoil for 12 


pudumadais.”” 
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7s Lighting Lamps : In days of yore, it was considered a propitious act to 
light lamps in temples to provide visibility, especially after sunset. No doubt a 
majority of the donative inscriptions describe grants made for lighting lamps. 
Six aspects have to be considered while studying such inscriptions - the 
donor, the article of donation, the period of lighting lamp, the enforcing 
authority, the types of lamps and the commemorative verse’’. Such donations 
were initiated by donors hailing from various walks of life, from the members 
of the royal family and officials to the common man. Ghee secured from the 
milk of milch cows was considered uthamam; from cows was madhyamam 
and from buffalo and sheep was adhamam.”' In addition to cattle, oil, land, 
gold and money were gifted for lighting lamps. In most cases these articles 
were judiciously invested and the interest was utilised for lighting lamps in 
order to ensure perpetuity. Lamps were lit during day time. Lamps lit before 
the onset of the night was named sandhya deepam or deepamalai (twilight 
lamps). Perpetual lamps kept burning throughout the day and night, when the 
temple was kept open were named tirunandavilakku or tirunondavilakku, 
toonda vilakku and jyothi or sodhi lamps. The sabha, officials, residents and 
even shepherds were entrusted with the task of enforcing the charity. The 
final part of the inscription doomed the persons who impeded the charity 
while lauding those who perpetuated the gift. Cows and bulls were given as 
gift to ensure perpetuity. They were referred by the title “Savamuva”. Land 
gifted for lamps was called “Tiruvilakkupuram”.°’* The gifts mentioned in the 
Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam are so widespread that only a few 


examples deserve to be cited. 


a. Perpetual lamps : Gifts for perpetual lamps out numbered other types 


of donations. 


i. Gold : In the reign of Nripatungavarman, Arikkanda Perumanner 


gifted 30 kalanju of gold for a perpetual temple at the temple of 
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Tirumukkudal. Nakkan Enadi, gifted 30 kalanju of gold for a perpetual lamp 


to the deity of Tiruvidandai.” 


ii. Interest on gold : In the reign of Kampavarman, the sabha of 
Chaturvedimangalam received 30 kalanju of gold from the temple of 
Manasarpa vishnugriham. They promised to provide 100 lamps to the temple 
during the Chithirai tiruvonam festival, utilising the interest on the first 20 
kalanju of gold. Out of the interest on the balance of 10 kalanju of gold, they 
consented to provide one uri of oil to the temple. The urar of Tiruvidandai 
received 30 kalanju of gold from Nakkan Enadi and consented to burn a 
perpetual lamp to god Manavalaperumal in lieu of interest on gold. The 
residents of Taiyur received 30 kalanju of gold from a merchant of 
Tiruvorriyur and agreed to pay interest in oil for burning a lamp and in paddy 
for feeding 35 brahmanas in the temple of Tiruvidandai. In the reign of a 
Rajakesarivarman, Duggaiyan Chattan of Malainadu handed over 20 kalanju 
of gold to the sabha of Tiruvidandai, who agreed to supply 90 nali of oil per 
year at the rate of one ulakku a day for lighting a perpetual lamp in lieu of 
interest on gold. In the reign of Rajadhiraja I, Rajamanikkattar gifted an ear 
ornament and sheep for a perpetual lamp at the Arulalaperumal temple, 


Kanchi.” 


iii. | Sheep : In the reign of Rajaraja I, Senda Kutti gifted 26 sheep for a 
perpetual lamp to Alvar Narasingadevar at Chengunram; Aiyaran Tiruppori 
donated 78 sheep for a perpetual lamp at the temple of Narasingamangalam. 
In the reign of Kulothunga III Rama Raman granted 135 goats and sheep for 


1% perpetual lamps at the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchipuram.”™ 


iv. | Cows: The Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchipuram was the beneficiary 
of numerous gifts of cows, buffaloes and bull from feudatories and officials in 


the reigns of Kulothunga III and Rajaraja II, the number varying from 32, 40 
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and 97. No less than 11 donors gifted 33 cattle each for perpetual lamps at the 


same temple. Alvankon gifted 16 buffaloes for the same purpose. 


v. Land, Money and Taxes : Land was gifted for a perpetual lamp in the 
temple of Kavanur in the reign of Parantaka I; the respective sabhas gifted 
land for perpetual lamps at the temples of Kaniyanur and Nemali in the reigns 
of Rajendra I and Rajendra II respectively. In the reign of Kopperunginga II, 
the trustees of the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi agreed to use 15 
nellurmadai, gifted by a lady for a perpetual lamp. In the reign of 
Maravarman Sundara Pandya I, certain taxes levied on gifts made to the 


Ulagalandaperumal temple at Kanchi were remitted for a perpetual lamp.” 


vi. Revival of old grants : Eight perpetual lamps had been sanctioned by 
the earlier rulers; four lamps were endowed in the 14th year of Aparajitha on 
a solar eclipse day; one lamp in the 18th year of Krishna II; two in the 13th 
year of Parantaka I; and one in the 14th year of Tribhuvana Viradeva. These 
lamps had been discontinued. The mahesvaras of the Tiruppulivalam temple 
appealed to the sabha of Uttiramerur, who restored the previous grants 
partially by burning the eight lamps only for ten days, in the reign of 
Kulothunga III. 


b. Twilight lamps : Gold was gifted by two donors. Poyan Alvan and 
Urankilan Arulalan for burning evening lamps at the Vishnu temple of 
Tirumagaral in the reign of Rajaraja III. The gold was entrusted to Varadaraja 
Bhattan. In the reign of Rajaraja I land in Chengunram was gifted for two 
sandhi lamps at the temple of Narasinga vinnagaralvar at Singaperumalkoil. 
In the reign of Tikka I, two donors gifted 12 madai for burning twilight lamps 
in the Sthalasayanaperumal temple, Mamallapuram’’. A shepherd named 
Kanilpattan gifted sheep for burning a twilight lamp at the temple of Pammal 


1.” 


in the reign of Rajaraja II.°’ In the same reign several payments were made 


into the treasury of the temple of Vanduvarapathi Emberuman, 
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Manimangalam for maintaining sandi lamps. Tax-free gift of land was made 
for burning rows of lamps during twilight service at the temple of 
Tirumallisvaramudaiya Nayanar of Ukkal in the reign of Parantaka I. A 
resident of Arrur gifted cows and calves for a twilight lamp at the temple in 


the reign of Maravarman Vira Pandya.” 


Cc. Morning Lamp : In the reign of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya, 
Tiruvenkadamudaiyan granted money for the purchase of a cow to provide a 


ghee for a lamp during the morning services at the temple at Sakkaramallur.” 


d. Ilavilakku : An inscription of Dantivarman from Triplicane states that 
Pugalthunai Visayarayan retrieved the temple lands and made provision for 
several services including an Ila vilakku.° Ila vilakku means either a lamp 


made of gold or a lamp imported from abroad.” 


e. Lamps in General : Identical gifts for lighting lamps of a general 


nature are found in inscriptions in large numbers. 


f. Gift of lamp at death-bed : Chiriyanangaichchani, wife of a 
brahmana named Velpadai gifted 12% kalanju of gold to the god of 
Tiruppulivalam in her death-bed. The gift was conveyed to the sabha of 


Uttiramerur by one Chandesvaradasan.” 


g. One hundred lamps : Provision were made for burning a hundred 
lamps during the annual seven-day festival for God Tiruvarangadevar at 


Pallikonda.©° 


h. Lamp-stands : On occasions lamp stands were also gifted along with 
the grant for lamps. The donors include Kaminayakan and Bhimarasar, two 
mudalis of Gandagopalan, Narayanan Sankaran and Mayyur Ramannadevan, 


the nayakas of Malai-mandalam.™ 
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i. Guardians of the gift : Sambakkan entrusted 90 sheep gifted by him 
to the temple of Kirthimarthanda Kalapriya to the local shepherds; A local 
resident of Pammaichcheri was placed incharge of a gift of 96 sheep for a 
lamp. The sabha of Arasanimangalam, received a gift of 90 sheep and 
consented to light a lamp at the Kongaraiyar Srikoil; The merchants of 
Naduvilangadi and two vellalas of Panmaichcheri agreed to supply ghee for 
lamps in lieu of 96 sheep gifted by a donor. The srivaishnavas of the temple 


of Govindapadi were authorised to protect a gift of sheep for a lamp.” 


8. Grant of Gardens to temple : There was a constant demand for 
flowers and fruits during regular worship and during festivals. Offerings had 
to be made to the deities periodically. Land gifted for rearing a flower garden 
was named Tirumalaippuram®™. Inscriptions furnish details of gift of flower 


gardens to the Vaishnava temples of Tondaimandalam. 


A.1_ Flower-garden as archana-bhoga : According an inscription from the 
temple of Kavanthandalam, Manasarppan of Kulanur gifted a flower garden 


at Ottankadu as archana bhoga in the reign of Kampavarman.”° 


Ze Stridana : In the reign of Rajendra IH, Vamanakramavittan gifted 50 
kuli of garden as stridana to Goddess Sita on the occasion of her marriage 


with Lord Rama, at Vadamadurai.®” 


3. Lamp : Guntur Sarvadevabhattan gifted a garden in Sri 
Parakesarichchari for a perpetual lamp and evening lamp _ to 


Kothandaramaperumal at Madhurantakam in the reign of Kulothunga II. 


B. Gift of Land for rearing and maintaining a flower garden : In the 
reign of Rajaraja I, Kalanivayiludaiyan Perranadittan and Abhyandi 
Kramavittan, gifted lands purchased by them for creating and maintaining 


flower gardens at the Vishnu temples of Ukkal and Kappalur respectively.” In 
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the reign of Rajendra II, the sabha of Uttiramerur gifted land and plot for 
rearing a flower garden at the temple of Vellaimurtti Alvar and of 
Kongaraiyar. The same sabha sold 200 kuli of waste-land and a quarter of a 
house-site to the temple of Rajendrachola vinnagar Alvar for rearing a flower- 
garden in the reign of Kulothunga I. Pondai Muratpuli raised two flower 
gardens in two of the four temples consecrated by him at Salukki in the reign 


of Rajendra III.”° 


Gifts of various dimensions were made to the Arulalaperumal temple 
at Kanchi for rearing flower gardens over the years. Naralokavira, the reputed 
general of Kulothunga I raised a flower garden (pushpavanam) in which all 
varieties of flowers were collected and submitted to the lord. 
Manumasiddharasan Tirukkalattideva Gandagopala gifted land in Kaliyur 
while his minister gifted 2000 kuli of land for raising flower gardens. He also 
gifted 13 veli of land with a stipulation that flower gardens shall be raised 
where ever the land permitted and that the rest of the land shall be allotted to 
the devotees, who maintained the flower garden, for their enjoyment. 
Alluntikka Maharaja gifted 3500 kuli of land, houses and house sites for 
rearing a flower garden and other purposes; his queen Lakshmidevi gifted 


land for the same purpose.”" 


In the reign of Jatavarman Vira Pandya I, Nayanar Tondaimanar of 
Chakrapaninallur presented one veli of land to Samanta narayanan for raising 
a flower garden to the god. Taluvakkulaindan Vanadaraya entrusted the task 
of rearing a flower garden to Uttaravedi - alagiyar on a tract of land gifted by 
him.” The Kakatiya ruler Prataparudradeva gifted 240 madai per year for 
maintaing a flower garden in which flowers, fruits and vegetables, needed for 
the temple were cultivated. He appointed 20 gardeners to attend to the garden 
and constructed four lotus tanks for the supply of water. Flowers like javandi 


(Indian chrysanthamum), alari (oleander) and sadi (large flowered jasmine), 
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fruits like mangoes, pomegranate, lemon and orange and coconut were 


cultivated in the garden.” 


c. Supply of Garlands to temples 

Provisions were made to supply flowers, garlands and tiruttulay (tulsi) 
to the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchipuram periodically. In the reign of 
Rajaraja III, Madayya dananayakan gifted a flower garden by purchase for 
supplying flowers and garlands to the temple. Nine year later Rajaraja 
Sambuvarayar gifted land in Penangattuppundi for the supply of garlands to 
the temple. In the reign of Vijaya Gandagopala a native of Kattanur and 
donors named Siddharase and Puvi Alappirandan gifted villages and lands for 
the supply of sacred garlands to the temple.“ Ramachandradeva gifted the 
village of Kambantangal, purchased by him to a matha for rearing a flower 
garden and for supplying daily three garlands to the temple in the reign of 
Sundara Pandya; Villupadarayan, a manradi of Tirunavalur gifted money for 
the daily supply of four tiruttula garland to the temple in the same reign. 
Sembiyadaraiyar, the younger brother of Pallavarayar, one of the mudalis of 
the Kulasekharadevar mandapa made adequate provision for the supply of 
flowers, garlands and tiruttulay to the Vijayaraghavaperumal temple at 


Tiruppukkuli.” 


d. Arrangements for the maintenance of flower gardens 

An inscription of Rajendra I found at the temple of Venkatesaperumal 
at Tirumukkudal furnishes a detailed account of the arrangements made for 
the maintenance of a flower-garden named Rajendra cholan. The assembly of 
Tirumukkudal received three padagams of garden land gifted to the temple on 
its behalf. The vaikhanasas of the temple received the paddy from the wet 
land accruing to the temple and arranged for the maintenance of the garden 
themselves. They employed the services of workmen to lift water with 


brackets, dig the earth, fence the field and do all allied duties. They also 
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arranged to spread 7000 baskets of manures on the field. It was stipulated that 
the devakanmis (priests) were always entitled to the kilbhogam rights and that 
the vaikhanasas were entitled to the lease (adaivis) for cultivating (ulavu). The 
vaikhanasas were allowed to collect bundles of hay, weighing not less than 
one kalam of paddy each from every tenant of the village and to utilise the 
same for the benefit of the garden alone. They were forbidden to send the hay 
to Kachchippedu or to sell it to private parties. The usual procedure for the 
irrigation of the wet lands from the channel was to be adopted, allowing the 
temple garden to have the first claim.” Land gifted as iraiyili for the 
gardeners who reared the garden, and for those who plucked the flowers and 


formed garlands was named tirunandavanappuram. “* 


Arulaladevan, a merchant of Kanchipuram provided the temple of 
Tiruppadagam with a flower garden. He purchased some more lands, rendered 
tax-free from the ur of Orirukkai and gifted them for the maintenance of the 
gardeners and their families. Income derived from paddy field was utilised to 


suppy Clothes to the family of the gardeners.”” 


e. Flower garden at Srirangam : Prithvigangan gifted land in 
Kamappullur for maintaining a flower-garden, for the periyakoil of 


: : 78 
Tiruvarangam (Srirangam). 


f. Flower garden rendered tax-free : A flower garden belonging to the 
temple of Mahavishnu in the Govardhana of the village was exempt from all 


taxes by the sabha of Uttiramerur.” 


g. Flower Garden as the official meeting place : The nagaram and the 
perilamai of Mamallapuram met in a flower garden located to the south of the 
temple of Jalasayanadevar and issued a vyavasthai in the presence 
Pudukkudaiyan Ekadiran Aimbadenman, the settlement officer 


(vagaicheykinra) regarding the share of land.*° 
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h. Betel and arecanut Gardens : Madhurantaka Pottapichcholan issued 
on order fixing the share of the produce which the occupiers of the betel nut 
and arecanut gardens belonging to the Arulalaperumal temple had to set apart. 
He granted certain privileges which the owners of the gardens could enjoy, by 


means of the same order.®! 


i. Land for the supply of cardamon : Two pradhani mudalis of 
Idainadu gifted land for producing cardamon which had to be supplied to the 


Arulalaperumal temple.” 


9. Functionaries of the temple 

From the Pallava period the temples enjoyed the exalted status of an 
institution which had a substantial number of employees in its rolls depending 
on its social and economic stature. The employees of the temple were known 
as Koil parivarangal, Talipparivaram, Koil-pani seivargal and Uliyakkarangal 


in inscriptions which throw light on their duties and activities.” 


I. Religious 

1. Jiyar : The Jiyars were accorded a dignified position as the overseer of 
the religious ceremonies, worship and procedures. The Chola inscriptions 
make only a passing reference to the Jiyars who gained in prominence in the 
Vijayanagar period. Land was gifted for feeding Jiyars in a matha attached to 
the Arulalaperumal temple, in the reign of Konerinmaikondan.™ 
Alagiyamanavala jiyar built certain prakaras and mandapas of the temple of 


Vilakkoliperumal at Kanchipuram.*“ 


2: The Srivaishnavas : Next to the Alvars and Acharyas, the 
Srivaishnavas who are normally associated with chanting the Vedas and the 
Tiruppadiams, played a prominent part in the affairs of the temple in the 
Chola period. They were known as srivaishnavas of the 18 nadus, koil 


srivaishnavas, Alvar kanmis and Vaishnava kanmis according to their 
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duties®’.An inscription from Tirumalpur refers to the srivaishnavas of the 18 
nadus.They were empowered by the mahasabha of Uttiramerur to punish 
those who impeded its gifts and the perilamaiyar for failure to honour their 


commitments.°* 


a The Archakas : The archaka or the priest conducted the divine rites in 
the sanctum (unnaligai) of the temple. The priests who conducted the 
religious rites in a Siva temple were known as Sivacharyas and Mahesvaras. 
Their counterparts in Vishnu temples were called Bhattars which in later 


times acquired an expanded version of Bhattacharya. 


a. Brahmin priests - duties and Privileges : Inscriptions found at the 
Vaikunthaperumal temple, Uttiramerur highlight the grant of lands made to 
Brahmana priests for the performance of certain duties and the privileges 
accorded to them by the sabha of the village. A brahmana priest of a 
Mahadeva temple at Brahmasaragriham was granted income from the temple 
lands to provide food offerings. He was allowed to partake the food after 
worship. An unmarried brahmana priest proficient in Veda parayanam 
(recital) was assigned land gifted to the temple of Tiruppulivalam, for three 
years to conduct worship three times daily and to utilise the rest for his 
livelihood. Damodara-bhattan was granted the hereditary right of enjoyment 
of lands to certain temples to conduct worship with sacred offerings, burn a 
lamp at sunset and to effect repairs to the temple when necessary. Land, six 
pattis in extent was allotted to a temple priest named Kalan for conducting 
worship at the Kuram temple and for his maintenance.®° Rajendra I issued on 
order stating that honest brahmanas, well versed in the Vedas were required to 
conduct services at the temple of Tiruppulivalam, Dudakari Tiruvarangamani 
Bhattan and Ninranarayana Bhattan, who were performing worship at the 
temple of Tiruppadakathalvan consented to supply two nali of curd to the 


temple. A priest of the Vaikhanasa sect named Kalinikki bhattan worshipped 
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at the temple of Adityadeva at Anaikattaputtur, owned by him. An inscription 
of the 13th century states that ten bhattars performed duty at the 


Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi.°” 


b. Gift by Bhattars : A number of bhattars granted land, money and 
sheep to temples. Kuravasiri Vishnu chaturvedibhattar and _ Ikkatti 
Damodirabhattan gifted land and sheep to the temples of Uttiramerur in the 
reigns of Kampavarman and Rajaraja I respectively. Vaikhanasa Kesava 
bhattar and Pinayur Raghava bhattar gifted lamps to the temple of 
Manimangalam. A bhattar of Kuttanpakkam gifted madai for a twilight lamp 
in the temple of Kadalmallai. Nayimissai-Varadaraja Bhattan of the 


Virrirundaperumal temple of Magaral agreed to maintain a lamp.” 


Cc. Nambis : An inscription from the Siva hill-temple at Narasamangalam 
refers to four priests who acted as nambis in the Arulalaperumal temple 
Kanchi; Periaperumal nambi was nominated to conduct the services at the 


same temple.” 


A. The Vaikhanasas : The Vaikhanasas or the adherents of the 
Vaikhanasa form also played a notable part in the affairs of the temple. The 
Vaikhanasas of the temple of Tirumukkudal entered into an agreement with 
the officers of Puravari tinaikkalam and varippotagam to utilise the surplus of 
paddy due by them for reciting tiruppadiams in the temple for the first time. 
The surplus of paddy was revealed during an enquiry conducted into the 
accounts of the temple. In the same reign, the Vaikhanasas of the same temple 
received the paddy from the wet lands accruing to the temple. They were 
enjoined to cultivate a garden land employing the needed persons and were 


assigned certain rights and duties.” 


5. The Mahesvaras : The Mahesvaras were dedicated votaries of Siva 


who supervised the grants made to Siva temples. The Mahesvaras of the 
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temple of Tiruppulivalam sought the interventions of the sabha of Uttiramerur 


in restoring certain old endowments which had been discontinued.” 


6. Devakanmis : The Devakanmis are believed to be associated with the 
daily worship in temples. An inscription of Rajaraja I from the Shore temple 
at Mamallapuram mentions the name of devakanmigal; An inscription from 
the Tirumukkudal temple states that the devakanmis were accorded certain 


rights to the garden lands.” 


II. Officials of the temple 
1. Kulankilar : An inscription of Dandivarman from the Parthasarathi 
temple at Triplicane mentions kulankilar who was probably the chief 


authority of the temple, the trustee or the priest.” 


2, Srikaryam : An inscription from the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi 
refers to Srikaryam seyyum variapperumakkal, who revived and supervised 
the endowment made to the temple by a sabha. Srikaryam was the office and 
the Variapperumakkal were incharge of it. Later records state that the koil- 
variam received the cash. Probably he was a representative of the 
Variapperumakkal. Or else the executive power was transferred from that of 
the committee to a person or group of persons named Variar.”* They probably 
performed the functions (srikaryam seykinra) of the present day managers of 
the temple. Vaishnavadasar, the srikaryam of the Ninrarulinaperumal temple 
at Govindapadi received 2000 kuli of land for feeding brahmanas. The 
srikaryam of Puvanimanikka vishnugriha requested a grant of land from the 
sabha, which the latter acceded.” The names of some of the srikaryams are 
mentioned in inscriptions. Irayur Vishnu Bhattan, Irayur Arulala Bhattan, 
Kesava Bhattan of Allur and Tiruvaykkula pittan of Aranaippuram served the 
temples of Manimangalam as managers (srikaryam seykinra) in the reigns of 


Rajaraja II, Kulothunga III and Rajaraja III.”° 
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Oy Overseer : An official named Arattamukkidasan finds mention in three 
inscriptions found at the Rajagopalaperumal temple, Manimangalam. An 
inscription of Rajendra II refers to him as an overseer of the srivaishnavas 
(srivaishnavavariam seykinra). Two inscriptions of Kulothunga III refer to 


him as srivaishnava kankani.” 


IlI. Administrators 

An inscription from Kaverippakkam mentions the perumakkal of 
Chirrambalam (probably authorities or administrators of the temple) who 
were instructed to provide one feast in the temple under their supervision in 
lieu of gold deposited with them. The name of Nilaiyitta Perumal 
Arasagalnayan is mentioned as an “administrator of the nadu for worship,” in 


an inscription of Rajaraja III from Kappalur.”® 


1. Karanattan : Karanattan was one of the prominent officers of the 
temple who drafted and maintained the records and looked after the accounts. 
In the earlier epigraphs he is represented along with the variar as an official 
who accepted the endowments.” Later his position underwent a change; he 
was designated koil kanakku or accountant who signed and authenticated the 
documents which were written in his presence. The concluding portion of 
most of the inscriptions state that they were written or signed by the (Ivai Koil 
kanakkan eluthu) accountant whose name is specified. Sivapuramudaiyan 
Valaiyamalagiya Arulalapiriyan, Aninthan Arulalan Arulalapriyan and 
Anainel-alagiyan, the koil-kanakku of the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi 


wrote the documents!”. 


2, Sri Bhandarattar : The Sri Bhandarattar were the officials who 
controlled the Sri Bhandaram or the temple treasury which received donations 
and income received by way of taxes etc. At the onset they were a receiving 
and distributing body. The assembly of Kattanur and the treasures of the 


temple of Tiruppukkuli entered into an agreement not to sell or mortgage 


154 


certain lands in the reign of Vijaya Gandagopala. On occasions the sabha 
borrowed money from the temple treasury. Unable to repay it, the sabha sold 
land to the temple.'”" 

3. The Tanattar or the Sthanattar : The sthanattar or the Tanattars were 
important officials of the temple who approved grants to the temple made by 
different categories of persons and fulfilled the obligations on behalf of the 
temple. The tanattar of the temple of Tirumalisai received orders of a gift of 
land from Nilagangaraiyan. The tanattar of the Pallikondaperumal temple at 
Kilal Vichchur received an order from Kulasekhara Sambuvarayar regarding 
grant of rights of worship. The sthanattar of the Arulalaperumal temple, 
Kanchi agreed to measure out ghee for burning four perpetual lamps and to 
burn another lamp. The tanattar of Rajendrachola vinnagar endorsed an order 
by the sabha of Uttiramerur regarding the distribution of prasadams.'” A 
woman had to sell her property in a public auction to pay the fine imposed on 
her by an official. In the absence of any other bidder the Sthanattar of the 
temple of Tiruvidandai purchased the land. The tanattar of the Alagapperumal 
temple gifted tax-free lands for meeting the daily requirements of the temple 


and for the conduct of repairs.‘”° 


iv. Musical Troupe 

Musicians were employed during the sribali and other services. A 
troupe of 16 men served as tattali kottigal who probably beat the gong and 
sounded instruments, at the Manasarppa vishnugriha at Kavantandalam in the 
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v. Women employees 
An inscription of Kulothunga III states that 200 padiyilar (women), 
collectively known as Tribhuvanaviran-padiyilar, probably named after the 


king’s title Tribhuvana-Viradevan, who served the Arulalaperumal temple at 
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Kanchi were allotted lands and houses.” Besides, dancing women and 


devaradiyal served the temple during festivals. 


10. Engraving orders in temples 

Some of the vital decisions made by the sabha and royal orders were 
engraved in stone in temples under the aegis of the officials. The sabha of 
Uttiramerur ordered that its decision to sell the lands of certain persons who 
had left the village without paying dues shall be engraved in the mandapa of 
the Vaikunthaperumal temple; An order of Kulothunga III announcing a gift 
of ten veli of tax-free land was engraved at the temple of Vellaimurtti Alvar. 
The arrangements made for the celebration of the seven-day Rajaraja Tirunal 


festival were engraved at the Tiruvidandai temple. '”° 


An order of Rajaraja III 
confirming a gift of land for the formation of a village was engraved on the 
walls of the temple at Tirumani. The boundaries of the village of 


Tirukalukunram were recorded in copper plates. '”” 


Thus inscriptional evidences reveal the variety of grants made to 
temples by different categories of persons. They prove that the temples were 


ably administered. 
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8. THE GOVERNMENT 


The cultural efflorescence engendered by the rising tide of Hindu 
revivalism found expression in a remarkable output in art and controlled 
norms in administration in the Pallava period which created islands of self- 
growth. The Cholas who established the principle of righteous monarchy 
integrated these isolated pockets into an organic whole, as a result of which a 


humanistic welfare state was consummated. 


A. THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

I. The Monarch : The king was the head of the central government. The 
primitive and tribal chieftaincy of the earlier days blossomed into the 
Byzantine royalty of the Cholas with its numerous palaces, officials and 
ceremonies and its majestic display of the concentrated resources of an 


extensive empire’. 


Li; Hereditary kingship : Kingship was hereditary with only the eldest 
son succeeding his father in most cases. There were occasional aberrations 
from the rule of primogeniture, dictated by dire necessity. When the ruler died 
heirless a member of the collateral branch was accepted as the successor as in 
the case of Nandivarman II and Kulothunga I. When the Pallava empire was 
in its last legs, Aparajitha, Kampavarman and Vairamegha ruled 


simultaneously. Arinjaya and Uttama Chola were also exceptions. 


2; Divine origin : The Pallavas traced their descent from Brahma, in 
copper plates, but the claim seems to have remained only in theory and did 
little to enhance the status of the kings. The Cholas too were not slow to 
acquire for themselves a divine pedigree as they began to trace their descent 
from the sun while in some cases a lunar genesis also provided. The ruler was 
regarded as a manifestation of Mahavishnu, the protector. Both Simhavarman 
and Rajaraja I are lauded as reincarnations of Vishnu in the inscriptions”. The 


Pandyas too claimed a lunar descent. 
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3. Imperial titles : The Pallava rulers assumed imperial titles like 
Dharmamaharaja and Maharajadiraja. They also assumed abhishekhanamas at 
the time of coronation. Paramesvara alias Pallavamalla was known as 
Nandivarman from the time of his accession. They also assumed innumerable 
birudas. The Cholas assumed pompous titles like Chakravarthigal and 


Thribhuvana chakravarthi, which the Pandyas faithfully imitated. 


4. Royal Orders : The kings role in administration consisted in the issue 
of royal orders on matters of public interest. Inscriptions have recorded a 
number of instances of the issue of royal orders for various purposes and of 


the process of their execution. 


a. Execution : An inscription of the eighth year of Virarajendra, found at 
the Venkatesaperumal temple, Tirumukkudal outlines the process of the 
execution of the royal order.’ The residents of Vayalaikkavur were paying 75 
kalanju of gold for maintaining a feeding house (salai). Certain customary 
dues were raised from the same village, which had been assigned as 
salabhoga (land allotted to feeding houses) to the temple of Tirumukkudal, in 
the second year of the kings’ predecessor Rajendra II. The king decreed that 
both the sources shall be entered in the accounts from the current year as tax- 
free devadana for defraying the expenses of the god. An official designated 
tirumandiravolai committed the royal order (kelvi) in writing which was 
attested by three officers designated as tirumandiravolai - nayakam. On 
receipt of the order, a few authorising officials (eval) gave the command and 
was seconded by 38 persons belonging to the three sections of the state viz. 6 
of udankuttam, 28 of vidaiyil and 4 of the naduvirukkai. Four of the 32 
officials belonging to ten different sections of the accounts department 
authorised the entry, while three of them read the order, entered it and issued 
the revised account respectively. The names of all the concerned officials are 
also mentioned.* Details of the items of expenditure to be defrayed from the 


total income of 3423 and odd kalam of paddy and 22 kasu and two ma of 
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money are provided. Provision was made for meeting the expenses of the 
temple for the maintenance of a Vedic school, with a hostel attached and for 


the upkeep of a hospital. 


b. Other epigraphical references : Nandivarman III issued an order to 
the sabha of Kuram changing the tenancy of land that was gifted to the temple 
of Mahadeva. Rajaraja I issued an order from Thanjavur which provided for 
confiscation of lands on which taxes were not paid for three years. Rajaraja III 
issued an order confirming his son’s grant of land for the formation of a new 


village with suitable alteration of the lake area.* 


Orders were issued by the rulers, sometimes through officials of a high 
stature, to the village officials or the trustees of the temples showering gifts of 
different nature to the temples. Kulothunga III issued a royal sanction for a 
tax free gift of 10 veli of land to the shrines of village deities at Uttiramerur. 
Rajaraja III ratified a gift of the village of Tindurai as sarvamanya to the 
Arulalaperumal temple of Kanchi in his 8th year. Parantaka I issued a royal 
order granting a paddy field to a tank at Sholinghur. Rajaraja I issued a royal 
order to the mahasabha of Kavidippakkam not to employ people, especially 
women, to work on certain auspicious days. The sabha of Uttiramerur 
effected a settlement (vyavastha) conducting election to the variams in 


response to a royal order (srimukham).° 


5. Gifts made by kings : The kings evinced a great interest in the upkeep 
of the temples. Kulothunga I paid a personal visit to the Pandavaperumal 
temple of Kanchi in the august company of his two consorts “Tribhuvanam 
udaiyal and Anukkiyar Cholakulavalli to present a gift of land for worship 
and offerings. At the request of his queen Tribhuvanamudaiyal alias Adittan 
Kampamadeviyar, he endowed a tax-free gift of Sirrichchambakkam which he 
renamed as Kampadevinallur in honour of his queen, for festivals and 


offerings on the natal stars of the king and the queen’. Parantaka I utilised the 
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articles gifted as tulabhara for the maintenance of temples. The 
Sundaravaradaperumal temple at Uttiramerur was known as tulabhara tali 
Abhimanasiddhi alias Pallavan gifted a bowl (palittalam) and an image 
(padimam) made of or valued at 1000 pon to the god of Paramesvaravinnagar 
temple. Dantivarma Maharaja gifted gold in the shape of a bowl (bhajanam) 


weighing 10000 kalanju to god Bhatara of the same temple. 


Ayyan Kampavarman gifted 40 kalanju of gold, 1000 kadi of paddy 
and 125 nali of ghee for feeding brahmanas and for the holy bath of god 
Mahadeva of Tiruppulivalam.’ The Telugu Choda rulers made substantial 
contribution to a number of temples for various purposes especially the 


Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi. 


II. The Royal family : The Queens, the princes and their numerous 
relatives set an example of erecting temples and of making munificent grants 
for their maintenance and of initiating a lot of public works, so that the 
amount collected from people by way of taxes, aide and dues were returned to 


them in the form of charitable endowments.® 


1. Gift by Queens : The queens were accorded a honourable status as the 
names “Pen perumal’, Andappura perumal and “Andapurattu chakravarthy’ 
suggest. They were treated on an equal footing during the coronation 
ceremonies and the proceedings of the royal durbar. Most of the rulers had 
more than one consort but it is difficult of predict the status of each of them. 
Although their role in politics was minimum, they enjoyed respectable 
position in society. Some of them constructed temples, hospitals, etc and 
made munificent grants for worship, offerings, repairs, lamps and other 
purposes. The Chola queens Amudan Perral alias Pallavan Madeviyar of 
Kanattur and Amanimadeviyar gifted two lamps individually to the temple of 
Ninrarulina Perumanadigal at Govindapadi in the reign of Parantaka I. The 


queen, probably a niece (marumagalar) of Ummadaraiyar made a gift of land 


164 


to the Vijayaraghavaperumal temple at Perumalnallur.? Tribhuvana 
Mahadeviyar, queen of Parthivendravarman gifted land and sheep to the two 
temples of Uttiramerur. Another queen named Villavan Mahadeviyar gifted 
land to the temple of Tiruayodhya perumanadigal at the same village. Both of 
them gave purvacharam for effecting the grants. Kettamaladeviyar, one of the 
queens of Pillayar Gandagopala gifted cows and lamp-stand to the 
Arulalaperumal temple. Lakshmidevi, another queen, who was the daughter 
of Vira Narasingadevar granted lands for various purposes. Somaladevi - 
Mahadevi, probably the queen of the Eastern Ganga _ ruler 
Anantavarmarahutadeva, gifted the village of Udaiyakamam for offerings and 


worship to god Allalanatha, while she was at Abhinava Varanavasi."° 


25 Gift in the name of Queens : The big hall named Sembian Mahadevi 
perumandapam was built by Rajaraja I at Madhurantaka chaturvedimangalam 
in honour of his revered aunt. The great assembly, including the young and 
the old met together in this hall to transact business in the 28th year of 
Rajaraja I. The same mandapa that existed in the middle of the village, is 
mentioned is an inscription of Rajendra I. In the reign of Rajendra I the 
srivaishnavas were fed in a matha that existed in the name of Kundavai, the 
ruler’s aunt at Uttiramerur.'’ Tax-free land and a tank were endowed for 
offerings to God Tiruviravinnagar Alvar in the name of Sembian Mukkokilan 
Adigal alias Kannara Nachchi Pidaranangai, probably a Kannara Princess, in 
the 18th year of Rajaraja I. The name of this relatively unknown queen of 


Rajaraja I is revealed by this inscription from Arpakkam. 


3. Princes : Normally the eldest sons, regarded as the crown prince, 
assisted the king in administration, lead the forces in battle and served as 
heads of divisions like mandalam. The Chola rulers associated the princes 
with the rule, even when their father was the monarch. The princes also made 
contributions to temples. Prince Parantaka Uttamasili gifted gold for a lamp to 


the Vishnu temple of Tirumalpur.”® 
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Ill. The Feudatories : A number of feudatories, holding an influential 
position in their respective areas, played a stellar role in the political sphere 
especially from the Chola period. Mention could be made of the Irukkuvelirs 
of Kodumbalur, the Paluvettaraiars of Avanisundarvapuram (Paluvur), 
Miladudaiyars of Miladu (around Tirukoilur), the Vanas of Magadha (parts of 
South Arcot), the Kadavarayas of Sendamangalam, the Malayamans of 
Tirukoilur, the Sambuvarayas, the Yadavarayas of Kalahasti, the Telugu 
Chodas, the Muttaraiyars, the Gangas, the Munaiyadarayars, the Gangaraiyars 
of Pangalanadu, the Vaithumbas and the Nolambas. Scions of these families 
served the Cholas in various capacities and even held offices of eminence. 


Some of them made munificent grants to temples also. 


Madurantakan Achchaipidaran, the son of Virachola, a later member of 
the family of Kodumbalur chiefs gifted gold to the temple of Tirumalpur for 
feeding a brahmana.'* Mahabali Vanavarayar gifted a village for services to 
an image establihed by him at the Arulalaperumal temple.'” Adiyamandeva a 
younger brother of Vanavadaraiyar gifted land to the temple of Arasarkoil.'® 
Rajadhiraja Mahabali Vanavarayar served Gandagopala as his senathipathi.’” 
The reign of Kopperunjinga II, the gallant Kadava ruler was marked by gifts 


made to the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi, for lighting lamps on five 


occasions. 


The Sambuvaraya chiefs played a substantial role in the reigns of the 
Cholas, the Telugu Chodas and the Pandyas. An inscription of Rajaraja II 
from Vayalar credits the grandfather of Mindan Siyan Ammaiyappan alias 
Edirilichola Sambuvarayar, with the creation of the temple of Ammai 
vinnagar Alvar at Tiruvedi Hills.'® Chiefs like Vikramachola Sambuvarayar, 
Alagiyachola Sambuvarayar, Sengeni Virasani Ammaiappan Alagiyacholan 
and Viraperumal Edirili Chola made bounteous grants in the Chola period. 
Rajaraja Sambuvarayar, Nayanar Sambuvarayar and Vira Champan occupied 


eminent positions under the Telugu Chodas. Chambu Kulothunga 
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Sambuvarayan and Kulasekhara Sambuvarayan played a dominant role in the 


Pandya rule and made noteworthy contributions to temples. 


An officer named Yadavarayan signed a document relating to a grant 
to the temple of Tiruppukkuli in the reign of a Konerinmaikondan.”” 
Arikkanda Perumanner, the son of Kadupatti Muttaraiyar and Muttaraiyan of 
Tiruppasur made gifts to the temples of Tirumukkudal and Govindapadi, 
respectively.” Siyaganga of the Ganga family created the shrine of 
Anantalvan at the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi. Prithvigangan and 
Prithvigangarasa find a place in inscriptions.*’ A number of officials bearing 
the name of Nilagangaraiyan and an officer named Kulothungachola 


Prithvigangaraiyan made worthy contributions to temples. 


Vaidumbaraditta brahmadhirajan gifted gold for a lamp at the temple 
of Govindapadi.” Pallavapperaiyan, Edutha Kaiyalagiya Pallavarayar 
Vanduvaravata - Virrirundan Pallavarayar and Nigarilicholan Pallavarayar 
made bounteous grants to the temples of Govindapadi, Tiruppukkuli and 
Kanchi.”? Iraialvar Kalingarayar gifted villages for offerings to the deities at 


the Arulalaperumal temple, Kanchi.“ 


IV. Ministers : The chariot of the government never moves on a single 
wheel. The rulers, who were conversant with this basic tenet, always sought 
the assistance of a host of ministers of various categories to administer the 
realm. An inscription of Nandivarman II states that the deputation to 
Hiranyavarman included mattras, Ghatakayar and the Mulaprakritis. It also 
proves the existence of a Council of Ministers or the mantri mandala and of 
officials like mahasamantas, the ubhayaganam and ghatakayar, who crowned 
Nandivarman II. They played a key-role in the administration and even in 
foreign affairs. They appraised Nandivarman II of the impending danger 
posed by the ambitious designs of the Chalukyas and adviced him to 


overwhelm the foe.”? Existence of ministers, some of whom assumed 
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pompous titles like Marayan, Perayan, Nadalvan and Brahmadhiraja are borne 
out by epigraphical evidences in the Chola period. A highly well-organised 
and thoroughly efficient bureaucracy manned by a host of dedicated officials 
who exercised remarkable control without interfering with the functioning of 
the local administration was a hall mark of the political set-up under the 
Cholas. An admirable balance was maintained between centralised control 
and local initiative. The hierarchy of officials were conferred titles and 


distinctions to differentiate one from the other.”° 


Dr.A.Subburayalu states that a four-fold division marked the official 
machinery. The monarch was at the apex, followed by the higher hierarchy of 
adhikari, senapathi and puravuvari tinaikkalam. The third rank comprised of 


the officers of nadu while the lower grade officials constituted the last strata.”” 


V. Officials 

1. Adhikarigal : The term adhikarigal denoted higher officials of the 
army and general administration, as there was no line of demarcation between 
them. In most cases they were associated with the name of the monarch 
followed by names like Muvendavelan. Gradually they gained in stature to 
occupy positions of mantrin or its equivalent. An adhikarigal named Minavan 
Muvendavelan lent out a hall in his possession to the assembly of Kuram, to 
conduct its proceedings in the reign of Rajaraja I.*° An official named Chola 
Muvendavelan attended the meeting of the mahasabha of Kavanthandalam.~” 
Alagiyachola - Amurnattu Muvendavelan was one of the signatories of a gift 
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made to a temple at Mamallapuram.”” Tennavan Muvendavelan of 


Kulamangalam gifted sheep for a lamp to the temple of Govindapadi.”' 


2: Piran adhikarigal : Surankudaiyar and Pirayurudaiyan, two officials 
called Piran-adhikarigal appear in two inscriptions of an unidentifiable 
Rajakesarivarman from the Vishnu temple at Pullalur. The piran-adhikarigal 


and the assembly of Paramesvara chaturvedimangalam endowed land for 
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worship, lamps and offerings and also consented to maintain two services and 


burn a lamp.” 


3. Other officials : Some of the copper plate grants and a few 
inscriptions including the one of Virarajendra from Tirumukkudal mentions 
the designation of some of the officers like tirumandiravolai, tirumandiravolai 
nayakam, vidayil adhikari, udan-kuttam, naduvirukkai, kankani of puravuvari 
- tinaikkalam, varippottagam, mugavetti, variyilidu, varippottagak-kanakku 
and pattolai who were involved in the passage of the royal order.” 
Tirumandiravolai recorded in black and white the royal order, while the 
tirumandiravolainayakam not only verified the veracity of the written copy, 
but also reminded the king of his day to day affairs. The officers who acted as 
liaison between the ruler and the wronged-person and who espoused the cause 


of the petitioner seeking royal intervention were named naduvirukkai. 


The vari-pottagam was a record of land rights, meticulously composed 
and up-dated by a host of experienced officials and based on careful survey. 
The varipottagakkanakku was probably a register maintaining particulars of 
demand-collection balance statements. Puravuvari-tinaikkalam was the 
department of land-revenue. Officers bearing the titles of varipottagam and 
variyilidu entered transactions in the official registers. Mugavettis and pattolai 
were lower grade officials of the Puravuvari tinaikkalam. Mugavetti 
catalogued the names of the villages and assisted the officials in locating them 
through the revenue registers. He was assisted in the task by kilmugavetti. 
Pattolai wrote down the day-to-day occurrences in a register.“ The udan- 
kuttam was a body of officers who were in constant touch with the king and 
provided the link between the ruler and the official . A number of kankanis or 
supervisors kept an argus-eye on the activities of the officials. Some of the 


officials were known as karumigal. 
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An inscription of Rajendra I from Tirumukkudal mentions of an 
agreement reached by the officers of puravuvari-tinaikkalam and 
varippottagam and the vaikhanasas of the temple, regarding the utilisation of 
surplus paddy.*° Officials were also divided as perundaram or the higher- 
grade officials and sirudaram or lower grade officers as time progressed. They 
probably correspond to the gazetted and non-gazetted officials of the present- 
day.*° The name of perundaram Rajarajan alias Vanavan Brahmadhirajan 
finds a place in an inscription from Tirumukkudal.*” Some of the officials 
were granted land as jivitha parru in lieu of salary °””” 

A. Senathipathi : The Pallavas, the Cholas and Pandyas maintained a 
mammoth army, with its traditional four-fold divisions to protect the empire 
and to acquire fresh territories. The reigns were occasionally marked by 
prolonged and _ protracted wars, necessitated by their dream of 
aggrandisement. Generally the king held the ultimate control of the army. 
Special contingents under the direct control of the princes or officers of the 


high rank were stationed at the provinces. 


The Senathipathi or the generalisimo was accorded an honourable 
place. Inscriptions are replete with instances of gifts made at their instance. 
Senapatigal Jayamkondachola Brahmadirajar gifted 4450 kuli of land, 
purchased by his father Jayasingakulantaka Brahmadirajar from the sabha of 
Manimangalam as archana bhoga to the temple of Srimadvarapathi Sri 
Kamakoti vinnagar. His mother Kamakavaiyal made a gift to the same 
temple.*® Senapathi Jayamkonda Dhanmapala, the son of Vaisyan Madhava 
constructed the Jananatha mandapa and the tiruchurrumaligai of the 
Tirumukkudal temple. His brother was  Virarajendira Dhanmapala.” 


Senapathi Arumoli-Vikrama Cholan initiated an endowment of land.”° 


Next in rank was the Dandanayaka. A number of high officials of the 


Hoysala rule who also acted as Dandanayaka made a sizeable amount of gifts 
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in the form of sheep, cows and lamp-stands to the Arulalaperumal temple, 
Kanchipuram in the reign of Rajaraja HI. Ammana Dandanayaka, a minister 
of the Hoysala ruler Vishnuvardhana Vira Narasingadeva, Vallaiya 
Dandanayaka, son of Dudappillai Dandanayaka, a minister of the Hoysala 
ruler Vira Somesvara, Mahapradhani Dandinagopa Madayya Dandanayaka 
and his three sons Goppayya Dandanayaka, Kesava Dandanayaka and 
Mallayya Dandanayaka gifted 33 cattle each for perpetual lamps. Polalvi 
Dandanayaka, one of the ministers of the Hoysala ruler Virasomesvara 
donated 11 cows for supplying milk during the midnight service. Madayya 
Dandanayaka gifted a flower garden by purchase for supplying flowers and 
garlands to the temple’. The army was served by officers of lower-ranks and 
soldiers of different categories. An inscription from Singaperumal koil states 
that a mercenary soldier (kuli chchevagan) named Ayyaran Nakkan gifted 
land, purchased by him, to the temple of Narasinga vinnagar Alvar.** Land 
held under military tenure, for the benefit of the army was named padai-parru 
and vanniya-parru “?” 

5. Parivaram and Panimagan : The emperors led nothing short of an 
ostentatious life in their palaces with an elaborate entourage for themselves 
and for the members of the royal household. Existence of palaces at 
Kanchipuram and Nandipuram is proved by inscriptions. An inscription from 
the Lakshminarayanaperumal temple at Perandur mentions the name of 
Chitrakudam of Thanjai which was probably a palace or royal mansion.*’ The 
royal entourage (parivaram) included the personal attendants and the guards. 
Even the servants (panimagan) were bountiful in submitting gifts to temples. 
An inscription from Ukkal informs of the construction of a well and a cistern 
in the name of his master by a panimagan of Rajaraja I; Another from the 
same place states that a panimagan of Rajendra I endowed land for the 
maintenance of a tank.“ Servants of Gandagopalan-Pittima Devikkamaiyan 
and Pottidevaya Nayakan, gifted lamps to the Arulalaperumal temple, 


Kanchi*® Kamamoga - Varanapperaraiyan, an elephant mahout who 
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accompanied Parthivendravarman granted 2000 kuli of land for feeding 


46 
brahmanas. 


6. Nayakas : Officers designed as nayakas served as governors in the 
provinces. Inscriptions found at the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi mention 
the names of Mayyan Ramanadevan Srikumaran, Nayakkan, Teppanayakkan, 
Jnanamperran Villavarayan and Narayanan Sankaran, all belonging to the 
Nayakkanmar of Malaimandalam who gifted sheep for lighting perpetual 


lamps at the temple.*” 


rz Kilan : Normally the officials were paid remuneration in the form of 
grant of land, its extent depending on the positions held by the beneficiary. 
The assignment, held as his jivitha included parts or of the entire village. The 
absolute owners of lands were known as udaiyan or kilan. An inscription from 
Uttiramerur refers to a gift of land by Arattinai puttan, the kilan of Kalumburp 


Pallavamangalam for feeding brahmanas.”® 


8. The Mudalis : A social group named mudalis enjoyed a significant 
status in Chola administration and held potent positions in the army, temple 
administration and social organisations. Kami-nayakkan, Tyagasamudra 
pattayar Bhimarasar and Siddappa Nayaka Surappa Nayaka, three mudalis in 
the service of Gandagopala gifted lamp to the Arulalaperumal temple at 
Kanchi.”’ Sembiyadaraiyar, the younger brother of Pallavaraiyar, one of the 
mudalis of Kulasekharadevar mandapa arranged to supply flowers, etc to the 


°° A mudali named Udaiyar Manalakkudaiyar 


temple of Tiruppukkuli. 
Kongaraiyar Devar made a standard rod in fulfilment of the wishes of 


Vararaya Devar.”' 


The agambadi mudalis held exalted positions in the army, the palace 
and administration. Some of them even served the king as security guards, 
Kaliyuga - meyyan alias Nandipanman, one of the agambadi mudalis of 


Nayanar Cholagangadeva gifted money for a lamp in the temple of Nirvanna 
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perumal at Tirunirmalai.” Inscriptions refer to names like malai mudali, 
pradhani-mudali and kelvi-mudali. Tiruvarangamudaiyan, a malai-mudali of 
Tirunedumbirai, Srirangamudan and Gavundaiyan, the pradhani-mudalis of 
Idai-nadu and Nulappiyarrulan, a kelvi-mudali in the services of Gandagopala 


gifted money, land and lamp to the Arulalaperumal temple at Kanchi’. 


B. PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION 

1; Political Divisions : The Tamil country was divided into kottam, nadu 
and ur in the reign of the Pallavas. A few bilingual inscriptions mention 
divisions like visayas and rastras. In Tondaimandalam divisions named 
kottams which existed prior to the Pallava conquest, continued to be in vogue. 


The names of nearly 27 kottams are gleaned from the Pallava epigraphs. 


The huge empire of the Cholas was divided into nadus like Tondainad, 
Sonadu, Pandinad, Kongunad and Venad. In parts of Karnataka and the 
Andhra, the existing divisions continued to function. Rajaraja I renamed them 
as mandalams. Tondaimandalam was renamed Jayamkondachola mandalam. 
Pandinad came to be known as Rajaraja mandalam and Rajaraja pandinad. 
Rajaraja I for the first time divided the mandalams into valanadu, named so 
because they were located between two rivers.’ Nine valanadus, named after 
imperial titles existed in the reign of Kulothunga I. In Tondaimandalam 
kottams continued to function, as an equivalent of valanadu, and bearing its 
name. The mandalams were administered by the princes who assumed names 
that were calculated to make them popular in their areas. The princes who 
held the helm of affairs in Pandinad assumed the epithets of Cholapandya. 
The valanadu and the kottams were administered by divisional heads. A 
vyavastha officer of the kottam finds a mention in a 26th year inscription of 
Rajaraja I from the Shore temple Mamallapuram.”’ The next sub division was 
nadu. Rajaraja I is credited with the creation of 49 nadus, as a result of which 
their number swelled to 140 by the end of the Chola period. Some of them 


were also known by the earlier name of kurram. Dr.Sadasiva Pandarathar 
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compares the nadu and kurram to the taluk of today, the valanadu to the jillah 


and the mandalams to the state.*° 


2. Nadu and Nagaram : K.A.Nilakanta Sastri opines that the nadu and 
nagaram were the exact counterparts of the paura and janapada mentioned in 
Sanskrit works.°’ Nadu was a larger administrative unit administered by a 
territorial assembly of a corporate character bearing the name of nattar. Dr. 
Jayaswal opines that the nattar was a constituent assembly which checked the 
ambitious designs of the provincial autocracy.”*. Nattars from various nadus 
combined to form a confederacy named Perianadu and Chitrameli perianadu 
°8 They played a prominent role in the later Pallava and Chola regimes, 
especially in revenue administration, in classifying the lands and in assessing 
the land revenue. They were also associated with the functioning of other 
assemblies and officials in the judicial administration. They evinced a keen 
interest in temples, issuing and controlling gifts made to them for various 
purposes. They received and communicated royal orders. Villavarayan 
Adiyaman and Sembliyadaraiyar serving the nadu as accountants attested a 


: 59 
record relating to an endowment. 


3. The Nagaram : The nagaram was a place inhabited by the merchants 
who owned most of the lands. Professionals engaged in different vocations 
occupied parts of nagaram where units manufacturing merchandise existed. A 
local assembly of merchants named nagaram controlled the interests of major 
trade centres. Perhaps it was the only assembly where the mercantile interests 
were catered to’. The nagarattars as they were known as, controlled trade and 
commerce and received royal orders. The nagarattar of Ulagalanda 


Cholapuram made a gift of land.” 


4. Nagaram and Perilamai : References to administrative bodies named 
perilamaiyar and Sankarapadiyar occur in inscriptions although their exact 


position and role cannot be determined. Mr. Krishna Sastri regards the 
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Sankarapadi as a dwelling of the Saivas. K.A. Nilakanta Sastri opines that 
they maintained lamps in temples. Dr.Nagaswami is inclined to identify them 
as a guild of merchants. T.N. Subramaniyam has given a plausible view that 
they were oil merchants.” An inscription of Kampavarman from 
Kavantandalam states that the Sankarapadiyar of Chaturvedimangalam 
supplied one uri of oil daily to the temple of Manasarppa vishnugriham. The 
nagaram and perilamai of Mamallapuram played an active role in the affairs 
of the temples of the place and in the early part of the Chola rule. They gifted 
gold and land to the Shore temple and the Varaha cave temple. They sold land 
to a temple and deposited 12 kasus with a merchant. They issued a vyavasthai 
regarding the allotment of shares of land and levy of taxes on certain 
categories.” Irandupakkattu perilamaiyar is the name of a body mentioned in 
an inscription from Uttiramerur.™ A number of inscriptions of Rajaraja I state 
that the perilamaiyar of Uttiramerur were entrusted with the task of protecting 
and enforcing gifts of sheep for burning lamp at the temple of Vellaimurtti 


Alvar. They stood surety for a similar gifts. 


5. Taniyur or tankuru : Not much information is available about the 
administration of self-contained small units named taniyur or tankuru in 
inscriptions. Comparatively they were smaller in numbers. They were 
administered by the sabha or mulaparudai. An accountant and a few officials 
engaged in the recovery of taxes served the taniyur. The smallest unit was the 
ur which existed in large numbers in fertile areas. The smaller divisions were 
so frequently re-shuffled and renamed so a to justify the complaint that the 
Chola geography came to suffer as much from the plague of homonyms as the 


kings themselves. 


A perusal of the inscriptions from Tondaimandalam has provided 


information on the administrative set-up in the history of ancient Tamilnadu. 
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9. THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


The institutions of local government must have had a long anterior 
vogue reaching back to distant beginnings; they did not spring into existence 
Athene-like in her full panopy of dress and accoutrement.'’ The Pallava and 
the Pandya inscriptions reveal a system very similar to that of the Cholas, 
developed on indigenous lines but to a lesser extent in operation in Tamilnad. 
The village administration, characterised by an unusual vigour and efficiency, 
reached a high water mark under the Cholas. The salient feature of the rural 
organisation was the rule by the primary assemblies of each village, 
comprised of all the adult males. It performed a wide range of functions 
almost embracing all walks of life. In addition groups of a social, religious 
and economic character, limited in the range of their operation to some 


specific purpose, also functioned in the villages. 


1. Ur : The simplest type of the assembly representing the ur or village 
was itself named ur or urar. The ur existed in large numbers in areas where 
irrigation was adequate and were inhabited by land owners, farmers and lower 
grade officials. They covered an area of two square miles in the Chola age’*. 
Inscriptions do not throw much light on the composition or the functions of 
the ur assembly which in most cases enjoyed a peaceful co-existence along 
with the sabha. The ur of Nallarrur gifted 1000 kuli of land to god 
Tirumerralip - perumanadigal at Nenmali, while the urar of Velligaram gifted 
land for music during the morning services at the Siva and Vishnu temples.” 
The urar of Ponnur gifted tax-free land to the temple of Srikarana vinnagar 
Emberuman.” The ur of Urrukkadu remitted tax on a land named 
manabharanan perunijerivi belonging to Chattanar temple in the Melaichcheri 
of Urrukkadu.* The urar of Dharma Karukkai communicated an order to one 
Adigaman regarding the levy of taxes on land; the ur of Sivanseri sold land 
as madappuram.’ The ur of Ulliyur were recognised as guardians of the 


temple of Isvarabhattarar, by the sabha of Uttiramerur. It authorised the ur to 
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grant the revenue realised from the taxes for playing music.° The sabha and 
the uravar of Sirudavur agreed to pay the taxes and other dues on the lands 
belonging to the temple of Parasurama vinnagar Emberuman to provide 
offerings.’ The ur of Tittatur granted purvacharam to the mahasabha regarding 
the remission of taxes.® An inscription from Kavanthandalam mentions an 
officer as uratchi, while an official named ur-alvan received a supply of oil 
from the sabha of Kavidippakkam.? Two accountants (ur-kanakkan) of 
Manimangalam named Mahajanapriyan and Uttamapriyan wrote the 


documents pertaining to gifts to temples."° 


2: The Sabha : The sabha possessed a more complex machinery of local 
administration. 
a. Variams : The sabha created smaller bodies or committees to carry on 


administration and execute public works. One such body, known as the 
variams, played an active role from the days of the Pallavas. The origins of 
the word variam is traced to the word varam which means share or part. It was 
a committee of variars or shareholders which performed a significant portion 
of the work of the sabha."' It is also opined that variam is a Tamilised word of 
the Sanskrit word meaning selected or chosen. It could also be associated with 
the word vari or income.'* Its evolution was the result of a long period of 
experiment, trial and error. When specific duties were allotted to each of the 
variams, a prefix indicating the nature of its work was added to differentiate it 


from others. 


(i) Names of the variams : The existence of the eri variam, samvatsara 
variam, totta variam, dhanma variam, ur variam, udasina variam, kalani 
variam, panchavara variam, pon variam and kudumbu variam are attested by 
the inscriptions. The eri variam was concerned with the maintenance of tanks; 
the samvatsara variam was the annual supervisory committee to which the 


sabha assigned duties; totta variam supervised the maintenance of the 
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gardens; dhanma variam supervised the charities; ur variam was the village 
committee; the udasina committee was incharge of arbitration in a neutral 
manner to the concerned parties; the kalani variam was concerned with the 
cultivable land. Panchavara variam looked after the administration of five 
branches of the village administration. Another opinion states that it was 
incharge of famine relief. Pon variam supervised the issue and circulation of 
gold coins, minted by the government. Kudumbu variam was the divisional or 
the ward committee. In most cases the variams were part and parcel of the 
sabha. The sabha passed orders to the variams prescribing duties and even 
punishments for the dereliction of duties. The members of the variams were 


honoured as “varia perumakkal”. 


a. The eri-variam : The eri-variam played a significant role in the 
maintenance of the Vayiramegha tataka at Uttiramerur in the Pallava period. 
The sabha vowed to entrust the task of deepening the tataka to the eri-variam 
in the reign of Dantivarman.'’ In the reign of Kampavarman, the sabha 
entrusted the task of digging and removing the silt from the tataka and of 
repairing the same to the tank committee, on three occasions.'* The sabha of 
Uttiramerur opened and maintained a water shed (tannir-pandal) in front of 
the pramani-mandapa at the village under the supervision of the eri variya 
perumakkal to supply drinking water from Panguni uttiram to Karthigai 
karthigai in the reign of Aditya I.'° The eri variam was also entrusted with 
other duties. In the reign of Rajaraja I, it was empowered to fine persons who 
sold betel leaves outside the Pidari temple at Ukkal.'® It was instructed to 


supervise a lamp-gift at the Varadarajaperumal temple, Kaverippakkam.” 


b. Samvatsara variam : In the reign of Kampavarman the sabha of 
Ukkal entrusted the task of strengthening the bund of a tank to the samvatsara 


variayaperumakkal.® 


The sabha of Uttiramerur enjoined the same variam to 
maintain a lamp at the Tiruppulivalam temple and to supervise the gift of a 


lamp to the temple of Mahadeva at Kumanpadi.”” 
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Cc. Other variams : In compliance with the instructions given by the 
sabha of Uttiramerur, the totta variam purchased the required land from the 
local brahmanas and repaired a channel named Paramesvaravati by dredging 
it and strengthening its banks.”’ Tiruvunnaligai variam or the committee that 
looks after the affairs of the garbagriha or the sanctum sanctorum is 
mentioned in an inscription of Uttama-Chola from Tiruvidandai.*’ Two 
fragmentary inscriptions from the Varadarajaperumal temple, Kaverippakkam 
refer to the greatmen of the wards committee, annual committee, garden 
committee and tank committee**. An inscription assignable to the tenth 
century A.D., found at the Gajendravaradaperumal temple at Karivedu 
mentions tottavaria perumakkal, kalani variaperumakkal and samvatsara 


variya perumakkal.”° 


d. Variaperumakkal : Two inscriptions refer to an unspecified 
variaperumakkal. They were enjoined to protect a gift of 13 kalanju of gold 
made by a lady named Bhatari by the sabha of Uttiramerur in the reign of 
Nripatungavarman.~* They were empowered to collect a fine of one kunri of 
gold from those who violated the injunctions of the sabha of Ukkal. If they 
failed in their duty of collecting the amount fined by the sraddhamantas, they 


were liable to a penalty of 24 kanam.”” 


e. Variams as components of sabha : Inscriptions from Ukkal describe 
how the various variams functioned as integral parts of the sabha. The 
mahasabha of Vikramabharana chaturvedimangalam included some of 
samvatsara varia perumakkal, erivaria perumakkal, bhattas and visishtas 
(righteous men of wisdom and_ erudition). The ahasabha _ of 
Sivachulamanimangalam included the members of the two variams mentioned 
above’. The same sabha forbade the members of eri-variam, samvatsara- 
variam and totta variam from levying certain taxes on the tenants who 
occupied the lands, gifted to the temple for various services.*” The mahasabha 


which included the dhanma variaperumakkal made a grant for the supply of 
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rice and oil to the temple of Mahasasta.”’ The mahasabha of Paramesvara 
chaturvedimangalam which included the samvatsara variapperumakkal 
granted land for offering food and lamps to the Durga Bhattarakki temple of 
Pullalur.?? Members of the ur variam, udasina variam, eri variam, and kalani 
variam formed a part of the mahasabha of Kavidippakkam. The members of 
the samvatsara variam committee for that year were entrusted with the task of 
enforcing the terms of the resolution of the mahasabha.*° The mahasabha of 
Tiruninravur, comprised of manradis and variam seyvarkal, included the 


perumakkal of eri variam and totta-variam, bhattas and visishtas.*" 
f. Election to the variams — Uttiramerur : 


1. The earlier attempt : In the 12th year of Parantaka I (A.D. 919), the 
sabha of Uttiramerur fixed a method by which the members of five variams 
were chosen in such a way that fair representation was given not only to the 
thirty kudumbus (wards) into which the village was divided but also for the 
12 seris (streets) into which the wards were classified by the kudavolai 


method (lot) in the presence of an official named Tattanur Muvendavelan. 


a. Qualifications : Certain qualifications were prescribed for the members 
who would thus be elected. Only such persons who (a) owned more than % of 
taxable land (nilam vile) (b) resided in houses built on their own sites (c) are 
more than 30 years old but less than 60 years of age (d) have a reputation for 
proficiency in Veda sastra and general affairs (e) possess material and 
spiritual purity, were eligible for election. Members who had served in any 
variam in the past three years and who were closely related to the retired 


perumakkal of the variams were forbidden for the elections. 


b. Election to variams by kudavolai : The members of the 30 wards or 
kudumbus were present. Each representative of the kudumbu shall write the 
names of the eligible persons. The tickets carrying the eligible names was laid 


in a pot and a boy who cannot distinguish any forms, will pick up the tickets 
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one by one. Twelve persons, each representing a seri thus selected will 
constitute the annual committee (samvatsara-variam). The next twelve 
persons thus selected will represent the garden committee. The last six elected 
representatives will form the tank committee (eri variam). The three 
committees thus selected will hold the office for 360 days, at the expiry of 
which they cease to function as members of the variams. The committees that 
will be formed thereafter shall function in accordance with the deed of this 
settlement. Those who had served in any committee other than the annual 


committee shall not be chosen again for the same committee’. 


2. Second Venture : 

The noble object of this method was to secure a fair representation not 
only to the thirty kudumbus (wards) but also for the seris (streets) that 
constituted the wards. The attempt to combine the representation of the 
kudumbus and of the seris did not fructify, forcing the authorities to evolve a 
method two years later, wherein the aim was only to provide for the 
representation of the kudumbus on the committees”. The sabha of 
Uttiramerur made another settlement is the presence of Karanjai Kondaya 
Kramavitta-bhattan alias Somasiperuman of Sri  Vanganagar_ in 
Purangaramba-nadu in Cholanadu, in accordance with a royal order. The 
thirty kudumbus or wards shall assemble and write the names of persons of 


their choice in the kudavolai. (pot-tickets). 


a. Qualifications and disqualifications : The qualifications of the 
eligible candidates are enumerated thus (a) ownership of more than % nilam 
of taxable land (b) residents of houses built on their own sites (c) below 
seventy and above 35 years of age (d) knowledge of mantra-brahmana and 
experience in teaching it (e) owner of 1/8 of a nilam with a competence in one 
Veda and experience in expounding one of the four bhashyas (f) proficiency 
in general affairs and conformity to proper conduct (asaram) (g) possession of 


spiritual purity. The inscription also prescribes certain disqualification for the 
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candidates. (a) served any of the variams for the past three years (b) served 
any of the variams before, but failed to render accounts (c) and the following 
of his relatives - the sons of the younger and elder sisters of his mother, the 
brother of his father, his own brother; his father-in-law; the brother of his 
wife, the husband of his sister; the sons of his sister; the son-in-laws, who 
have married his daughter; his father and his son (c) those against whom 
incest or the first four of the five great sins are recorded, all of their relatives 
specified therein (d) those who are associated with sinners; (e) those who are 
violent by disposition (f) those who have stolen the belongings and properties 
of others (g) those who after partaking any forbidden dish have become pure 
by performing the ghee expiations. The names of those persons shall not be 


written on the pot-tickets. 


b. The kudavolai method : The tickets of all the thirty wards shall be 
separately bundled after attaching separate covering tickets (vayolai) for each 
ward. All the member of the mahasabha, the young and the old and the temple 
priest will assemble at a full-meeting to witness the draw of the pot tickets. A 
boy who cannot see the difference between things by day, shall pick the ticket 
one by one from the pot. The madhyastha and the temple priest shall read 
aloud the names of the persons chosen, which shall immediately be written 
down. In this manner one name shall be chosen from each of the thirty wards. 
Out of the thirty members thus selected, those who had served on the 
garden committee and the tank committee and those who are advanced in 
learning or age shall constitute the annual committee (samvatsara variam); of 
the rest twelve shall form the garden-committee (totta-variam) and the 
remaining six shall form the tank committee (eri-variam). These committees 
shall retire after functioning for 360 days. Any one found guilty while serving 
the committees shall immediately be removed from the office. The members 
(variar) who superintend charities in the twelve seris shall arrange to convene 


the assembly for the formation of a new committee at the expiry of its term 
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through the madhyasthas. The new committee shall be formed only by 
drawing pot-tickets in accordance with the deed of settlement. 

The members of the panchavara committee and the gold committee 
(pon variam) shall be chosen in the same manner from the thirty wards by 
means of pot tickets. Out of thirty members, twelve names will again be 
drawn and chosen. Out of them six members will form the gold committee 
and another six will form the panchavara committee. When drawing pot- 
tickets in the following year for these two committees, the wards who served 


in the previous year shall be excluded.** 


g. Gold testers to assist the pon-variam : An inscription of the 15th 
year of Parantaka I, states that the sabha arranged to select a committee 
consisting of gold testers to assist the pon variam. They were chosen by lot 
from persons who paid the taxes, who resided in the particular quarters of the 
village and who were renowned for assaying gold. 

The sabha of Uttiramerur released a standing order (vyavasthai) 
prescribing the norms for selection of persons competent enough to test the 
correctness of gold current in the village. Nine persons were selected to test 
gold using the touch stone, without prejudice or partiality to any one. They 
were enjoined to hand over everyday the wax used by them, without 
misappropriating any cut gold, to the great men of the tank committee (eri 
variya-perumakkal) and to appear, once in three months before the great men 
of the annual committee (samvatsara-variya-perumakkal) and solemnly 
declare not to act contrary to this stone inscription; if they do so they shall 


incur the curse of living with hunger”. 
h.Other Places : 


1. Palaiyasivaram : The sabha of Vinnapuram, assembled at Sirkutti 


ambalam in the reign of Parantaka I issued a vyavastha regarding the election 
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of members to the variams. Certain qualifications were prescribed for the 


: : 35 
selection of candidates.””* 


2. Pillaippakkam : An incomplete inscription of the 19th year of Parantaka I 
from a slab that lay near the ruined Vishnu temple gives an account of the 
resolution passed by the perumakkal of the sabha and of the wards committee 
in the presence of an officer named Pahur Tiruvadi. Members who had no 
prior experience as members of the assembly shall represent each ward in the 
different variams. Taxes on lands shall thence forward be paid through the 
variams. Names of variams incharge of tank, of gardens, of gold etc are 


mentioned at the end. A portion of the inscription cannot be read.”° 


3. Tiruninravur : An undated inscription assigned to the tenth century A.D. 
has been traced at the Bhaktavatsalaperumal temple at Tiruninravur by the 
state department of Archaeology. It describes the choice of persons to 
represent the sabha for subordinate officers incharge of temple affairs 
(manradu) and the mahasabha of variam seyvarkal (variam committee 
members) by the kudavolai method. Persons who had served the variams in 
the last five years were not eligible for selection. Persons who had served in 
the committees for one year and his father, brother and children could be 


eligible for selection only after two years.” 


i. Functioning of the sabhas : The names sabha, mahasabha and perunkuri 
sabha refer to the same institution. Its members were collectively known as 
perumakkal, while some inscriptions employ the honorific term tiruvadiyar. 
The perumakkal incharge of the village affairs (grama karyam) of the 
concerned year were authorised to collect fines on certain categories by the 
sabha of Uttiramerur. They were liable to be fined if they failed to collect the 
penality”’. The tiruvadigal of the sabha of Uttiramerur was required to 


supervise the work of the variams. On another occasion the tiruvadi undertook 
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to light lamps and provide offerings in two temples.” A chief named 


kilakkayirru-tiruvadi renovated the shrine of Kilakkayirru-Tirumerrali.”” 


1. Meeting place of the sabha : The sabha usually held its meetings in 


temples or in mandapas of village. 


i. Temple : Mahasabha of Vikramabharana chaturvedimangalam including 
the variams met in the temple of Bhuvanimanikka vishnugriha.*’ The 
mahasabha of Kavidippakkam, including the members of various variams, 
bhattas and visishtas met in the Kama-kottam and resolved not to work on 
certain festival days in accordance with a royal communication.** The 
perunkuri sabha of Uttiramerur met at the front hall of Mummudichola 
vinnagar Alvar temple and decided to fine Vikramachola Brahmadirajan.*° 
The sabha of Kuram met in the mukha mandapa of the Naduvil-Srikkoil and 
made arrangements for services and offerings to the deity Subramanyadeva in 


the village.” 


ii. Mandapas, etc in villages : The mahasabha of Manimangalam, assembled 
at the brahmasthanam (Brahmana-quarters) handed over 3200 kuli of land for 
offerings and worship at the temple of Srimad Dvarapathi.*” The mahasabha 
of Uttiramerur assembled in full strength at the big mandapa, resolved not to 
collect the tax called pattikadi from the month of Makara*®. The great 
assembly of Madhurantaka chaturvedimangalam met in full strength at the big 
hall named Sembian Mahadevi Perumandapam built by the king and agreed to 
pay certain taxes on temple lands.*’ The assembly of Tiruppukkuli met in the 
Gangaikondan mandapa and gifted land for renovation, offerings and 
worship.’ The sabha of Uttiramerur met at the verandah in front of the 
perambalam at the village, passed orders prescribing a series of fines on the 
wicked men of the village.“? The sabha of Kuram met in a portion of a house 


lent by the adhikarikal Minavan Muvendavelar.”” 
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j. Part played by the sabhas : The sabhas gifted land to the temple for many 
purposes including offerings to the deities for the conduct of festivals, for 
rearing flower gardens and for feeding pilgrims. It also gifted lands for 
refurbishing the temples and tanks. It declared the lands tax-free, sometimes 
after receiving gold and kasu as compensation for the loss of tax in the form 
of irai-draviam (amount payable in commutation of the taxes payable). It 
made provision for lighting lamps in temples. It sold lands to individuals who 
gifted them to the temples for various purposes. The sabhas received gold 
from temples and individuals and held them in its custody. It agreed to utilise 
the interest collected after investing the gold, for lighting lamps, for supplying 
paddy to temples, for feeding brahmanas and for deepening irrigation tanks 
and raising its bunds. 

The sabha consented to pay taxes utilising the interest earned by gold 
received from the temple of Tirumukkudal°’. The sabha of Salukki levied 
taxes on different kinds of lands.’ The assembly of Vidarparru allowed 
certain persons to occupy portions of land belonging to the temple of 
Srikarana vinnagar after collecting tax”’. It remitted taxes payable on lands 
donated to the temples after collecting adequate compensation. The sabha 
received land, gold, sheep etc and carried out the terms of the gift. Sometimes 
it entrusted this work to other agencies. The sabha undertook to repair and 
improve tanks like the Vairamegha tataka. It reclaimed lands that lay waste, 
without earning any income. The sabha of Uttiramerur granted certain 
privileges to women attached to certain temples as a reward for the services 
rendered by them. It levied fines on different groups like wicked persons and 
on persons who acted contrary to its injunctions like levy of tax on tax-free 
lands. Certain agencies were enjoined to collect the fines and to pay a penalty 
if they failed to recover the dues. Due to practical difficulties the sabha of 
Uttiramerur could not enforce the regulations that it had laid down earlier, 


regarding the functioning of the variams. >” 
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k. Purvacharam : In some cases the sabha received a lumpsum in advance 
from various persons and groups. It condescended to clear all dues to the local 
and central governments on specific plots of land for all time. The amount 
paid thus, known as irai-dravyam and iraikaval, was equal to the capitalised 
value of the yearly dues chargeable to the land. The donors normally desired 
that the land must be freed of all imposts and fines and hence they paid the 
capitalised value to the sabha, leaving to it the responsibility of making 
payments in future. The sabhas also needed to amount to fund their public 
enterprises. The name purvacharam that occurs in a number of inscriptions 
found only at Uttiramerur, refer to an identical levy, serving the same purpose 
and sanctioned by ancient custom and preferences.” These inscriptions 
mention the name of the persons who were possibly responsible for collecting 
the capitalised amount or according its sanction, before taxes were remitted or 
waived by the sabha. They are Nulambamayilattiyar, Chattan Maninagan, 
Arattinaiputtan Chandran Elunurruvan, Mayilatti Ammatti Chirrambalavanan 
and Chattan Brahmakuttan.” Even the queens Tirbhuvana Mahadeviyar and 
Villavan Mahadeviyar granted purvacharam for the gifts initiated by 
themselves.”° Once the sabha declared tax-free, lands granted to the shrine of 
the Goddess for different purposes after receiving as purvacharam the interest 
in gold accruing to the goddess from documents held in her possession and in 


the custody of the sabha of Damodarachcheri.”” 


3. The Alunganam or Ganapperumakkal 

a. Nature :- The term gana refers to a guild, a group or a collection of a 
selected few who had interests in common. The managing or the ruling 
committee of the ganas, mainly devoted to administration were named, 
alunganattar or ganapperumakkal, who were not related to the special 
variams. They were the executive body that attended to a variegated functions 
ranging from control and regulation of land holdings, cultivation of lands, 
collection of taxes, management of temples and charities, receiving deposits 


in many forms” and looking after the day to day affairs of the village. 
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K.A.Nilakanta Sastri opines that it was the executive body of the ur.” 
Dr. Y.Subbarayalu has stated that the body composed of erudite brahmanas of 
repute functioned only in places where brahmana settlements existed and that 
it did not perform administrative functions.” It was an administrative group 
which attended to public works. In Pallava period, it attended only to some 
specific work. In the Chola age it administered the seris of 
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chaturvedimangalams.””*. The group gradually made an exit when the sabhas 


made their presence felt. 


b. Contribution :- Inscriptions have enlisted the contributions made by 
members of the alunganam to the temples of Tondainad, in the later Pallava 
and Chola periods. In the reign of Nripatunga, Anganachchanyai 
Vasantayajiyar and Adittadevakramavitta-bhatta from Kavidippakkam gifted 
land to the temple of Kaverippakkam individually. Agnichitta Sarvakratukkal 
of Kulanur gifted two padagams of land to the temple of Mahadeva at Puliyur 
in the reign of Kampavarman®’. Otpurai Naganandikrama-vitta bhatta 
Somasiyar of Uttiramerur gifted 12% kalanju of gold for a lamp to the temple 
of Tiruppulivalam. Abhyandi Rishikesava - Kramavittan of Kappalur gifted 
land for burning a lamp in the mukhamandapa of the Vishnu temple. Guntur 
Sarvadevabhattan of Madhurantaka chaturvedimangalam gifted a garden for a 
perpetual lamp and twilight lamp at the Kothandaramar temple. 

Sri Govindapadi Narayanan of Avaninarayana chaturvedimangalam 
endowed land for midday offerings to the image of Manavalapperumal 
consecrated by him. Vishnuchandra Bhutikramavittan and two of his relatives 
sold land to a person who donated it to the temple of Tirumalpur™. 
Tirvikrama bhattar of Uttiramerur gifted 200 kalanju of gold for feeding 200 
brahmanas. A member of the alunganam of Kuram gifted land to a matha™. 
Ganapperumakkal of Uttiramerur constructed the temple of Chitrakuta, while 
the Ganapperumakkal of Manimangalam supervised a gift of 90 sheep for a 


lamp”. Kuravasiri Agnicharma kramavittasomasi of Uttiramerur gifted land 
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for removing silt from Vairamegha tataka while the sabha of Uttiramerur sold 
lands to Kuravasiri Ramadevabhattan of the alunganam and his two brothers 
who donated it for the maintenance of a tank. Land was sold to the members 
of the alunganam of Amaninarayana_ chaturvedimangalam®. The 
ganapperumakkal of Ilamandagam agreed to give nadu-mulai (kadippatti) to 
regulate the flow of water from the tank, in return for money and house they 
received from Ayyalan-Kramavittan of Aralur®’. The wives of the members of 


alunganam gifted lands to temples for different purposes. 


4. Other groups 

Groups like Viraganattar, Sattaganattar, Kaliganattar and 
Krishnaganattar attended to specific fields. The Viraganattar were probably a 
community of heroes who had performed deeds of valour. The others were 
religious communities who catered to the needs of temples dedicated to 
Mahasasta, Kali and Krishna respectively. Inscriptions of the reign of 
Rajaraja I state that they were entrusted with the task of protecting gifts made 
to the temples of Uttiramerur and Ukkal.® The Krishnaganapperumakkal who 
held control of the affairs of the Krishna temple were given custody of a 


document describing a gift of land by the sabha of Uttiramerur™. 


5. Officials : 

i. The Madhyasthas : The sabha appointed small executive committees to 
look into the details of the local administration. A group of staff termed 
madhyasthas assisted these committees in maintaining the records of the 
village. It is doubtful whether they arbitrated in disputes. The name indicates 
their neutral disposition. They attended the meetings of the assembly without 
participating in the deliberations. The assembly paid their remuneration and 
assigned duties. They were liable to be removed from office for dereliction of 
duty. Their major duty was to write and sign the documents, probably in the 
presence of some high-officials. When the members of the variams were 


chosen by the kudavolai method, the madhyasthas and the temple priests read 
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out the names of the persons thus elected. When the members of some of the 
variams retired at the expiry of their term of office, the madhyasthas were 
required to convene the assembly. Among the madhyasthas, only persons who 
were endowed with personal purity (arthasaucham) were entitled to write the 


accounts. a 


a. Writer of documents : Inscriptions from Uttiramerur mention the names 
of the Madhyasthas - Uttiramerur - Alangarapriyan, Ayirattinurruvan 
Alandarappiriyan, Ayirattinurruva Brahmapriyan, Terkuri Uttarameru - 
chaturvedi Mangalottaman, Viranarayana Brahmapriyan and 
Aiyayirattinurruva Mangalaipriyan who wrote the documents at the instance 
of the sabha’’. The names of the Madhyasthas - Brahmagunakaravijayasthana 
mangaladitta samanjasa priyan and Irandayirattu - nurruvan find a place in the 
inscriptions from Ukkal” . Manimangalamudaiyan Velan Peran and 
Mangalapvijan Sriman Periyan also find a place among the writers of 
documents.” Chekkuri Chandran Rajendracholaviryan and Chekkuri 
varamtaruvan, the madhyasthas from Uttiramerur and Manukulottaman of 
Tiruninravur signed the documents recording certain activities of the 
concerned sabhas”*. Chaturvaidyan Perumanchigan of Uttiramerur gifted land 
to the temple of Mahadeva. A madhyastha named Brahmapraitan served as a 


member of the sabha of Uttiramerur”’. 


b. Removal from office : The sabha of Uttiramerur decreed that any 
madhyastha who returned land to the defaulters in defiance of its orders 


ee 13.76 
would summarily be dismissed from service’’. 


ii. Other officers authorised to draw, write and sign the documents : In 
addition to the madhyasthas, other officials were also authorised to draw write 


and sign the documents describing the resolutions of the sabha. 


a. Writer of documents : Inscriptions from Uttiramerur mention the names 


of Vastuvidyamayan Nakkan (the son of the acharya of the mandap), Sri 
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Padakapperundachchan, Sripurusha Acharyan and Paramesvaran who were 
authorised to write documents relating to grants made in the Pallava age.” 
Kadupattikimilapperaraiyan executed a document relating to a grant to a 
merchant community’. Dharmapriyan and Virana Mangalottaman wrote the 
documents relating to gifts to the temples of Madurantakam and Uttiramerur, 
while Tulakan Tirumakai recorded the resolution of the mahasabha of 


Uttiramerur.” Manimangalamudaiyan recorded a sale-deed of land.®” 


b. Signatories : Officials named Vastuvidyamayan, Olinagan Madai, 
Olinagan Narayanan, Vanduvaravata-Virrirundan Pallavarayan Chedirayar, 
Kaduvettigal, Yadavarayan, Chitrameli bhattan and Gandagopalan figure as 
the signatories of the documents, registering gifts to the temples of 


Uttiramerur, Mamallapuram and Kanchipuram.” 


iii. Other officials : The karanattar were a class of officers who probably 
performed the duties of an accountant who also supervised the boundaries of 
lands. Tiruvadigal Manikkandan, the karanattar of Mamallapuram wrote the 


documents describing a gift made by Rajaraja I* 


. The name of Vijaya 
Narayana Perumal, the village officer and accountant of Danavamurari 
chaturvedimangalam is mentioned in an inscription from Tenneri.” The 
village headmen of Mappudam and Anangur gifted lamps to the temples of 
Kanchi and Arpakkam respectively. A few more headmen-Seman 
Sankaranarayanan of Kurukadi, Kariyaperumal Jinattarayan and Arinjoman of 
Kilkarai Anachchur endowed lamps at the temples of Tirumalpadi, 


Sakkaramallur and Kayar respectively. The perumakkal incharge of village 


affairs (gramakaryam) were enjoined to collect fines by the sabha. * 


iv. Sraddhamantas : Officials named sraddhamantas were authorised by the 
sabhas to levy and collect fines from defaulters. H.Krishna Sastri opines that 
the term refers to persons who took a deep interest in the temple.’ The sabha 


of Uttiramerur empowered them to penalise the persons who defied and 
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violated its resolutions and who impeded the provisions of the gift made to 
the temples. They were even authorised to penalise officials like perilamaiyar 
for dereliction of duty®®. The sabhas of Ukkal and Kavanthandalam also 


issued similar orders.°” 


v. Tirunamakkilavar : A person of repute, who commanded respect from the 
inhabitants and who was the foremost person elected to the sabha was known 
as Tirunamakkilavar. An inscription from Urrukkadu states that the 
Tirunamakkilavar of the same village received a gift of money and land from 
a donor and took the responsibility of lighting lamps probably at a Siva 


temple.” 


vi. Samantas : Officials named samantas settled the boundaries of lands 


(samantu-seydal).”” 


6. Judicial Administration : 

As justice was a matter of local concern, the community, corporations, 
sabhas and small committees dispensed justice then and there. The 
punishments were mild. In most cases penalty was imposed. Even for heinous 
offences causing loss of life, the offender was required to burn perpetual 


lamps in temples. 


a. Dharmasana : Reference to a judicial body named dharmasana occurs in 
the inscriptions of the Pallava and Chola periods. Dr.S.Krishnaswamy 
Aiyangar opines that it was a permanently appointed hall of justice, where the 
committee could carry on its work without interference.”” The name suggests 
that it was a place where justice was meted out adhering to the principles of 
social justice which formed the bedrock of the laws.’ Inscriptions of the 
Cholas, found in Tondaimandalam indicate that it was an exchequer of 
justiciar, where the authorised officials remitted the penalties for certain 
offences. The sraddhamantas and the temple officials were authorised to 


collect the fines in favour of the dharmasanas, where the levy could also be 
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paid directly’’. Inscriptions state that fines could be remitted with or without 
producing the undigai and the pattigai”. These terms seem to suggest that 
persons handling the accounts of charitable institutions should refrain from 


submitting false affidavits or accounts.” 


b. Penalties : 

i. General :- Levy of penalties or fines was the most common form of 
punishment which generated money to the officialdom. The amount varied in 
accordance with the gravity of the offences. Inscriptions have enlisted the 
names of the authorities who could levy and collect the penalties. Inscriptions 
of Parantaka I from Uttiramerur have mentioned the name of sraddhamantas 
as the authentic authority to levy the fines.” An inscription of Rajaraja I from 
the same place authorised officials named sraddhamantas and_ the 
srivaishnavas to charge the offenders.’ The temple alone was empowered to 
collect fines (manrupadu) for crime (kurram) and sins (doshams) probably 
through its employes.”’ An inscription of Krishna III from Ukkal states that 
the variapperumakkal were required to collect fines from defaulting tenants.” 
The sabha of Uttiramerur authorised the great men (perumakkal) incharge of 
the village affairs (gramakaryam) to collect the fines imposed by it on the 
wicked persons (dushtas) in the village and on the criminals among their own 
servants like variyapperumakkal, servants (adikkilnirpar), madhyasthas and 
padikappar and settle the same with the sabha. The king’s court (rajadvaram), 
the court of justice (danmasana), the revenue department and others were 


authorised to levy fines.” 


ii. Penalty for failing to honour commitments : The sabha had granted tax- 
free lands for various purposes. The sabha or any other authority was liable to 
pay a fine, if they collected taxes, in violation of the terms of the grant. An 
inscription of Kampavarman from Kavanthandalam fixed the fine payable by 
the sabha of Chaturvedimangalam at 48 kanam daily." The sabha of 


Sivachulamanimangalam consented to pay 108 kanam for violations.'”' The 
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sabha of Uttiramerur ordered the sraddhamantas to collect a fine of 25 kalanju 


102 The sabha was also 


of gold from the offenders on a number of occasions. 
liable to a penalty, if they failed to keep the lamps burning after receiving 
gifts for that purpose. The ur of Tiruvidandai was liable to a fine of 4% kalanju 
of pon, 1/8th of a pon and 4% kanam on three occasions. The perilamaiyar of 
Uttiramerur were also liable to punishment on this score. '”’ 

The members of the sabha of Ninravur who transgressed its orders, 
fixing the rate of assessment on merchants, would be deemed to have 


104 
Persons who 


offended their president (tiruvadi) and punished accordingly. 
collected tax in violation of the injunctions of the sabha of Uttiramerur would 
be deemed to have incurred the wrath of the brahmadeya and the 


tirukkulam.!” 


Persons violating the resolution of the sabha of Kavidippakkam 
made under a royal order not to employ people especially women on certain 
auspicious days would be considered to have defied the authority of the king 


and the sabha.'°° 


iii. Penalty for Impeding charity : Inscriptions provide particulars of 
penalties for impeding the passage of the grants. Members of the sabha or 
other persons who impeded the grant of land and gold for many purposes in 
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temples were liable to be charged 25 kalanju of gold and 24 kanam. 
Chola period, penalty of 25 kalanju of gold was prescribed by the sabha of 
Ukkal and Uttiramerur on persons who obstructed the passage of the grant of 


land and sheep.'”® 


iv. Penalty - Various Categories : The mahasabha of Uttiramerur made a 
decision (vyavastha) imposing fines (dandam) on certain groups like 
brahmanas, sivabrahmanas, accountants, merchants, vellalar and certain other 
castes (jatigal). Only the particular caste or group to which the offenders 
belonged was held accountable for making the payment.'°? The sabha of 
Ukkal sold lands to tenants who agreed to a new cess. The sabha was 


authorised to fine tenants who made rival claims. The variaperumakkal for 
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that year were required to levy a fine of one kunri of gold from the defaulting 
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tenants. 


v. Punishments for impeding public works : Land measuring % kol was 
assigned for raising the bunds (bahirbhumi) of a tank named Karikaikuttan. 
The sabha of Uttiramerur decreed that anyone who digs the earth in that part 
of the land would be dealt with as in the disputes arising on any land owned 
by private persons. Persons who cut the thorn-bush on the bunds of the 
Karikaikuttam were liable to be fined five kalanju of gold. The amount thus 
collected would be utilised for the maintenance of the Vairamega tataka. 
Persons letting out water illegally would be considered as offenders (grama 


kantaka) of the village.‘"’ 


vi. Sale of land of defaulters : The sabha of Uttiramerur decided to sell some 
of the properties of the villagers who had not paid their dues in gold and to 
recover the charges for maintaining the Vairamega tataka from the sale 
proceeds. The defaulters were given three years to clear their dues. The 
transgressor of the order would be condemned as a traitor of the village 
(grama kantaka). Any madhyastha, who in violation of the order returned the 


land to the defaulters after three years would be removed from office.” 


vii. Sale or Mortgage in Violation of order : The sabha of Uttiramerur had 
forbidden the sale of four house sites owned by it. Any one transgressing this 


decree was to be condemned as or offender of the grama-karyam.''® 


The great 
assembly of Kattanur agreed not to encounter by mortgage or conveyance the 
purambu lands of the village. Even if it was rumoured that the assembly 
intended to sell the lands instead of relinquishing them to the temple, they 
shall be deemed to have committed an offence against the god and be liable to 


a fine.‘'4 


viii. Sale of land to pay a fine : Kalingarayar imposed a fine on a woman 


who was forced to sell her land in a public auction.” 
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ix. Sabha paying the penalty : The sabha of Uttiramerur cleared the tax-dues 
payable by the villagers along with the penalty. The king’s authority 
(kochcheydu) demanded from the assembly of Uttiramerur taxes which were 
in default from his 14th year. The assembly sold some lands to clear the dues 
and the penalty (utkol).''® 

x. Penalty for selling betel leaves : The tank committee was authorised to 
penalise the persons who sold betel leaves outside the temple of Pidari in 


Uttiramerur."” 


xi. Penalising an official : The perunkuri sabha of Uttamachola 
chaturvedimangalam issued a _ vyavasthai to fine Vikramachola 


Brahmadirayan.'"® 


xii.Penalties to the authorities : The authorities who were empowered to 
punish the offenders were also liable to be punished for their inability to 
collect the fines either on account of negligence or weakness. The 
variapperumakkal who failed to recover the penalty from the defaulting 


tenants were liable to be fined by the sraddhamantas.''” 


The perumakkal 
incharge of gramakaryam, were liable to be fined in kanams by the sabha if 


they failed to collect fines as instructed.'° 


xiii. Sabha’s debts : - The sabha borrowed money from the temple when it 
was in dire need. The sabha of Manimangalam borrowed 100 kasu from the 
temple treasury. It made over 3200 kuli of land to the temple as iraikarattuttu 
(handing over tax in person) in lieu of interest. The sabha of Uttiramerur 
borrowed an amount from the temple of Tiruvekambamudaiyan. Unable to 


repay the amount even after two years, it sold some lands to clear the debt.'*’ 


The inscriptions of the Vaishnava temples present a picture of a well 


organised, matured, organism of local self government in the Chola times. 
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